
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

With the Stay-At-Home order in effect 

until May 3, we don’t know yet when we 

will be able to plan in-building events. 

Join Pastor Jin on Facebook at 10 a.m. 

Sunday for the livestream worship service.  

See last page for instructions.   

http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/


 

 

Pastor’s Corner 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ who gives us victory over 

difficult times! 

May is finally here.  What an April we had this year!  I am thankful for 

your consistent support for our church while we walked through the 

month of April.  Your prayers, presence in Facebook Live and Zoom, and 

financial support made it possible for us to get through the stormy April.  

I want you to know that there are lots of people working behind the 

scenes for our church even during the pandemic.  I feel so blessed to be 

able to work with them. 

Any church needs people who step up for the ministry of God.  In Acts 

6, the Twelve asked the faith community to choose seven men who would take on the other 

responsibilities while the Twelve would give their attention to prayers and the ministry of the Word 

of God.  As the church was growing, the Twelve experienced their limitations.  It was especially 

challenging to manage their time properly to take care of the physical and spiritual needs of the 

church.  They needed time to focus on their own spirituality in order to preach on the gospel of 

Christ Jesus.  At the same time, it was important to help the needy.  As a result, seven men were 

elected to help the church be functional and effective. 

This has become a model for many churches.  How much could I do without the help of church 

leaders and volunteers?  Our church has committees planning ministries and events.  The leaders 

and volunteers sacrifice tremendous time and energy to make it happen.  If no one were to step up 

for these important jobs, it would be extremely hard for our church to become the church that Jesus 

dreamed of.  In addition, I would not be able to take enough time to prepare the Sunday message. 

During this weird time, I witnessed amazing leadership from many and I experienced an array of 

support from many in our church.  Pandemic is not pleasant, but God used this as an opportunity to 

remind me how Pleasant Hill is blessed.  So, I am grateful for this difficult time. 

We, as a church, are still in a time of uncertainty.  After May 3, we might be able to gather 

together in our sanctuary for worship service, but at this point I cannot tell you what kind of service 

it might be.  I look forward to hearing from the Governor, from Shawnee County, and from our 

Conference office for further guidelines about church gatherings.  So, please bear with me.  As soon 

as I have a plan, I will update you.  Meanwhile please continue to pray for our church and for each 

other.  Thank you again! 

Love you in Christ and miss you, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 



Zoom Meetings - Maintaining Our Connections, Gift Cards 

Tuesday Zoom meetings - Pastor Jin will continue with the Tuesday Zoom meetings through 

May.  Bible quiz time for the May 5 meetings will be on Acts 11-20. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

You don’t need a computer to join the meeting, you can call in by phone to one of these numbers: 

        1 (253) 215-8782 

        1 (301) 715-8592 

You will be asked to enter the meeting id followed by the pound sign #.  Enter the meeting id (it 

can be found in the chart above) and then the pound sign #.  Then you will be asked to enter 

participant id followed by the pound sign # or, if no participant id, to enter the pound sign #.  

Simply enter the pound sign # at that time and you will hear “You are now in the meeting.” 

Did you know our church carries Gift Cards?  We carry Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Bath & Body 
Works, Buffalo Wild Wings, Dairy Queen, Hallmark, IHOP, Regal Movie, Subway, & Many More! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How can you buy gift cards?  Stop by the Gift Card table in the foyer once we are back meeting 
every Sunday.  Alternatively, contact Deb in the office during the week to make arrangements.  
Cards sell for face value ($10, $25, etc.) and our church earns a percentage (2%, 8%, 18%, etc.) 
from the retailer.  They make great gifts as well as being useful for everyday shopping! 

Youth Group 

We are still meeting, through Zoom.  If you have a youth that would like to join, it’s on 

Sunday at 4pm.  Just reach out and I’ll send the invite. 
 

Michelle, Youth Director, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Morning Tuesday Zoom meeting: 

Meeting ID: 918 6998 4491 
  

10:00 a.m. CDT, May 5, 12, 19, 26 

https://zoom.us/j/91869984491  

+13462487799,,91869984491#  

Evening Tuesday Zoom meeting: 

Meeting ID: 921 3395 9304 
  

6:30 p.m. CDT, May 5, 12, 19, 26 

https://zoom.us/j/92133959304  

+13462487799,,92133959304#  

mailto:youth@pleasanthillumc.org
https://zoom.us/j/91869984491
https://zoom.us/j/92133959304


If You Need To Talk 

If you need to talk to someone and a friend isn’t available or just won’t do, here are some other 

options:   

 

Pastor Jin is available Monday-Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 785-383-7036. 

 

Deb is available Monday-Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. at 785-246-1737. 

 

The Shawnee County Community Cares Line launched in April and is open for calls. It is 

designed to connect members of the community with trusted community volunteers during times of 

social distancing. The Shawnee County Community Cares Line is not a crisis line, but simply a line to 

create connections and friendly conversations, and where callers will find a listening ear to help 

members of the community feel reconnected to others.  The Shawnee County Community Cares 

Line is available Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 1-800-972-8199. 

The full list of phone numbers put out by the Shawnee County Health Department are below. 

 

SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration) Disaster Distress 

Hotline provides 24/7, 365-day-a-year crisis 

counseling and support to people experiencing 

emotional distress related to natural or human-

caused disasters.  (info at right) 



Financially Speaking 

Everyone is facing personal challenges every day during the coronavirus pandemic.  We, 

Administrative Council (ADCO), are keeping a close eye on our financial situation and, as ADCO 

chairperson, I feel it is important to let you know what is going on financially here at Pleasant Hill.   
 

ADCO applied for a Federal Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) loan to pay our staff salaries during the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  This loan will provide funds to continue to pay Pastor Jin, Deb, Michelle & Jill.  

Friday, April 10, we were approved for a loan of $25,100.  The loan will be forgiven if all funds are 

used as directed. 
 

The PPP loan is designed by the Federal government to help small businesses pay employees’ 

salaries during the pandemic.  The amount of the loan is determined by the salaries paid during the 

last 5 quarters.  This loan doesn’t have to be paid back as long as the money is used for salaries 

and/or utilities or mortgage interest during this time.  What money that is not used must be paid 

back at a rate of 1% over a period of 2 years.   
 

With no in-person worship services on Sunday morning, our monthly giving has decreased 

significantly.  Without this loan, we would be unable to continue to pay our staff.  With this loan, we 

can help our staff not face quite so many personal challenges during the pandemic. 
 

Our General EFT contributions each month total approximately $3,900.  The rest of our income 

depends on PayPal contributions and checks.  We received nearly $10,000 for our General fund in 

April, the final deposit was much better than expected.  Thank you to all who have faithfully 

continued to give! 
 

For the Building fund we received just over $2800 in April, nearly $1500 of that through EFT.  Our 

monthly mortgage payment is $6,700.  Although we have reserve funds to pay our monthly 

payment, it is important that our building fund giving also continue.   
 

We are keeping all of you in our prayers.  We are praying that all of you remain safe and healthy 

during this time.  We would ask that you keep our church in your prayers as Pastor Jin and the 

leadership of the church work hard to support our ministries and provide faithful experiences for all 

of you. 
 

Blessings, 

Mary Smith, ADCO Chairman 

If you would like to set up your giving to be by EFT, the form is on the next page. 

Community Rewards 

We earned $285.48 in community rewards from Dillon’s the past 3 months. 

Thank you for choosing Pleasant Hill UMC to receive your community rewards. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Ed Wacker 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, EFT 

If you would like to set up your giving to be by EFT, simply fill out the form below and send it to Joy 

Jepson by email jjepson52@gmail.com 

or by mail  
 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

Attn Joy Jepson 

4525 NW Button Rd.  

Topeka, KS  66618 
 

and she will take care of it. 

mailto:jjepson52@gmail.com


Flowers 

At left:  Nature put a beautiful display of 

spring flowers around the church.  Here 

are two of the beautiful flowers. 

At right:  Karen Domer put a beautiful display of spring 

flowers by the foyer doors.   

At left:  Nature has been putting out a 

beautiful display of spring flowers 

around our home.  Here is a collage I 

put together of pictures I took recently 

of flowering trees, bushes, and ground 

covers in our yard and across the street. 

If you have photos of flowers visible 

around your home that you would like to 

share, you can send them to me at 

phumctopeka@yahoo.com or at       

4525 NW Button Rd. Topeka, KS  66618.  

I’ll be pleased to share them in a future 

newsletter.  Garden photos are also 

welcome! 

Use what talent you possess; the woods 

would be very silent if no birds sang 

except those that sang best. 

 – Henry Van Dyke 

Count your blessings!   

Things can always get better and 

could always be worse. 

 – David Neviaser 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Birthdays, Anniversaries, Vehicle Care, Giving, Staff 

Received in March 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $3,754 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 13,158 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,384 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate) 3,890 

Month of March 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$8,698 $6,700 $6,164 $166,068 

While everyone is staying safe at home, don’t forget to drive vehicles 

(cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least weekly to keep them in good 

running order.  Vehicles that sit can develop problems.  Start them and 

move them, even if it is simply to the end of the driveway and back.  

Power doors and lift gates should also be opened and closed at least 

weekly and possibly more often to prevent problems from developing. 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Birthdays This Month 

Heidi Walder         5/1 

Denis Warkentine  5/2 

John Wilson          5/2 

Heather Strobel     5/5 

Larry Hanson        5/10 

Ellie Noble             5/11 

Carole Stout          5/12 

Berniece Chadwell    5/13 

Jim Miller                5/14 

Donna Ward           5/17 

Aspen Nelson          5/18 

Roberta Henley       5/21 

Kay Jones-Ray         5/24 

Dalton Smith           5/24 

Kelly Neiman     5/25 

Waylon Walder 5/25 

Angie Feleay     5/27 

Olivia Serrano   5/27 

Angie Smith      5/28 

Joyce Mannell   5/29 

Sharon Miller     5/31 

Bill & Shirley Slimmer         5/8 50 years 

Mark & Sue Searles           5/17 45 years 

John & Peggy Wilson        5/27 48 years 

Bruce & Linda Lanning      5/29 56 years 

Larry & Patricia Wilson      5/30 50 years 

Anniversaries This Month 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

A timeline of the Coronavirus COVID-19 from the date of the first reported case in the US to April 1 

was in the April newsletter.  Here is a continuation of that timeline. 

April 2:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 500 (actual report:  552) including 13 deaths. 

April 4:  the total confirmed cases in the US topped 300,000 with over 8,100 deaths. 

April 6:  China reported no new deaths from coronavirus in the previous 24 hours for the first time.  

Italy reported its smallest one-day increase in cases in nearly 3 weeks.  Shawnee County reported 

the third death in the county from the Coronavirus. 

April 8:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 1000 (actual report:  1048) including 38 deaths. 

April 11:  the total confirmed cases in the US climbed over 500,000 with over 20,000 deaths (the 

most cases and the most deaths of any country.)  The number of cases worldwide climbed over 

1,700,000 including over 100,000 deaths and nearly 400,000 recovered.  Shawnee County 

reported the fourth death in the county from the Coronavirus. 

April 13:  Shawnee County reported the fifth death in the county from the Coronavirus. 

April 16:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 1500 (actual report:  1588) including 80 

deaths.  Governor Kelly extended the state-wide Stay-At-Home order until May 3.  It was originally 

set to expire on April 19. 

April 17:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 1,700 (actual report:  1,705) including 84 

deaths (cases are in 66 of the 105 counties.)  After a review, Chinese authorities revised the 

previously reported total number of cases and death toll in Wuhan.  The revisions brought the 

total cases reported in China to just over 88,000 and the total deaths to just over 4,600.   

April 18:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 1750 (actual report:  1790) including 86 

deaths. 

April 19:  the total confirmed cases in Europe surpassed 1 million, with nearly 100,000 deaths.  

Spain had the most cases of any European country.  Italy, with the second highest number of 

cases, had the most deaths. 

April 20:  Kansas recorded its 100th death from COVID-19.  The total number of cases in Kansas:  

1986 (in 68 of the 105 counties.)  The number of cases in the US climbed over 750,000 with over 

40,000 deaths. 

April 21:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 2000 (actual report:  2025) including 107 

deaths.  The number of cases worldwide climbed over 2,500,000 including over 175,000 deaths.  

Spain’s Running of the Bulls, usually in July, and Germany’s Oktoberfest have been cancelled, as 

have numerous music, art, and sporting events.   

 (continued on next page) 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, continued 

April 22:  California announced that two people who died at home February 6 and February 17 were 

confirmed to have had COVID-19, making them the earliest known deaths in the US connected to 

COVID-19.  With no more need for the ship’s assistance in the area, (and not having had a lot of 

actual need for it other than as a great ‘in case’ resource) preparations began for the USNS 

Comfort to depart New York harbor on April 30. 

April 23:  Shawnee County reported the 100th case in the county, including five deaths and 80 

recovered. 

April 24:  The number of deaths in the US topped 50,000, the total of over 880,000 confirmed cases 

also included over 80,000 recovered.  Total confirmed cases worldwide climbed over 2,750,000 

including over 193,000 deaths and over 760,000 recovered. 

April 25:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 3000 (actual report:  3056 cases in at least 76 

of the 105 counties) including 117 deaths.  The death toll worldwide topped 200,000. 

April 26:  Officials in Wuhan, China reported that their hospitals have no coronavirus patients. 

April 27:  the total confirmed cases worldwide topped 3,000,000 including 208,131 deaths and 

878,813 recovered. 

April 29:  the total confirmed cases in Shawnee County:  112, including 5 deaths and 88 recovered.  

Total confirmed cases in Kansas:  3,738, including 515 hospitalizations and 125 deaths.  (Not all 

counties report the number recovered.  Cases are in at least 78 of the 105 counties.)  Total 

confirmed cases in the US:  1,028,217, including 59,446 deaths and 116,776 recovered.  Total 

confirmed cases worldwide:  3,170,335, including 224,708 deaths and 958,353 recovered. 

Doubling times (of cases, hospitalizations, and deaths) are considered important metrics when 

looking at the Coronavirus Curve.  Here are some for Kansas and Shawnee County. 

Kansas Case count: 

100 to 200:  March 25 to 27:  2 days 

250 to 500:  March 28 to April 2:  5 days 

500 to 1000:  April 2 to 8:  6 days 

1000 to 2000:  April 8 to 21:  13 days 

1500 to 3000:  April 16 to 25:  9 days 

1700 to 3400:  April 17 to 28:  11 days 
 

Kansas Hospitalizations: 

25 to 50:  March 27 to 28:  1 day 

50 to 100:  March 28 to April 1:  4 days 

100 to 200:  April 1 to 7:  6 days 

200 to 400:  April 7 to 20:  13 days 

250 to 500:  April 9 to 28:  19 days 

Kansas Deaths: 

5 to 10:  March 28 to April 1:  4 days 

10 to 20:  April 1 to 4:  3 days 

25 to 50:  April 6 to 10:  4 days 

42 to 84:  April 9 to 17:  8 days 

50 to 100:  April 10 to 20:  10 days 

62 to 124:  April 13 to 28:  15 days 

Shawnee County Case count: 

20 to 40:  April 2 to 6:  4 days 

23 to 46:  April 3 to 7:  4 days 

40 to 80:  April 6 to 14:  8 days 

50 to 100:  April 9 to 23:  14 days 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).   

 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   

 

Choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
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