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Pastor’s Corner 

Greetings Pleasant Hill family!  I hope that you enjoy the journey to 

getting back to normal.  I am thankful for leaders who are working so 

hard to make the proper plans for our communities so people can have 

normal lives again.  I believe that we will be able to live our normal lives 

again through the efforts of lots of great people, though we will have to 

be patient a little while longer. 

One of the struggles I have during this time is being a good judge 

between my children.  In a limited space, they play with the same toys.  

An interesting part is my two boys want to play with the same toys at the 

same time.  Almost every day they argue over who gets to play with the 

toys first and claims about who plays with certain toys more.  One of the 

lines that I have heard most is, “It is unfair.”  It is such a challenge to satisfy both of them. 

One day, the older one came to me and said that his little brother had said bad words to him.  I 

called the younger one to me and asked why.  He replied that his older brother had started it.  

Again, I asked the older one who was right.  The older one said that before he had said bad words, 

his little brother had said something inappropriate.  Whenever I try to trace where the problem 

started, both boys mention events that happened a day ago or a week ago.  And then, it is almost 

impossible to make a right decision in my position.  It is so difficult to be a fair judge. 

I think this is what Jesus felt sometimes.  In John 9, Jesus healed a man who had been born 

blind.  People asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  They 

believed someone had sinned before God and that the consequence was this person not having 

sight.  They focused on who did the wrong, the man or the parents?  They expected Jesus’ fair 

judgment.  Jesus said, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened so that the 

works of God might be displayed in him.”  After saying this, he healed the blind man.  By doing so, 

Jesus moved their focus from who caused the problem to what they, the crowd, should do.  Jesus 

wanted the people to take actions to help the blind man instead of having a critical attitude toward 

the man and family because God will be glorified when believers do something great rather than 

being judgmental towards others. 

During the quarantine, I have heard some people criticizing what is happening now in our 

community and nation.  I have witnessed some people trying to make the situation more political or 

religious so that they could be in better positions and take more power in the situation.  However, I 

would like to ask you not to play that game.  Jesus wants us to display the works of God.  He wants 

us to take actions that heal our community and unite our nation.  We know it is impossible to make 

everyone happy.  So, let’s ask ourselves what we can do to reconcile people who are divided and 

focusing on who is wrong.  As we are waiting to get back to our normal lives, let’s display the works 

of God through our kind words and respectful actions. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 



Zoom Meetings, Giving, Gift Cards 

Did you know our church carries Gift Cards?  We carry Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Bath & Body 
Works, Buffalo Wild Wings, Dairy Queen, Hallmark, IHOP, Regal Movie, Subway, & Many More! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How can you buy gift cards?  Stop by the Gift Card table in the foyer once we are back meeting 
every Sunday.  Alternatively, contact Deb in the office during the week to make arrangements.  
Cards sell for face value ($10, $25, etc.) and our church earns a percentage (2%, 8%, 18%, etc.) 
from the retailer.  They make great gifts as well as being useful for everyday shopping! 

Tuesday Zoom meetings:  No meetings on June 2. 

 

We will take a break from the Tuesday Zoom meetings on June 2 but we’ll be back meeting on 

June 9!  Bible quiz time for the June 9 meetings will be on John 15-21. 

 

 

You don’t need a computer to join the meeting, you can call in by phone to one of these numbers: 

        1 253 215 8782  1 301 715 8592  1 312 626 6799 

        1 346 248 7799  1 646 558 8656  1 669 900 6833 

You will be asked to enter the meeting id followed by the pound sign #.  Enter the meeting id 

(found above, under “Morning meeting” or “Evening meeting”) and then the pound sign #.  Then 

you will be asked to enter participant id followed by the pound sign # or, if no participant id, to 

enter the pound sign #.  Simply enter the pound sign # at that time and you will hear “You are 

now in the meeting.” 

Morning meeting: 

Meeting ID: 918 6998 4491 
  

10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday 

Evening meeting: 

Meeting ID: 921 3395 9304 
  

6:30 p.m. CDT, Tuesday 

Received in April 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $4,148 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 5,845 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,616 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate) 1,290 

Month of April 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$2,906 $9,700 $9,091 $156,976 

Tough times never last but tough people do. – Robert H. Schiuller  



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Greg Andler       Dr. Mike Reynolds       Cody Campbell       Keaton Knutsen       Shirley Duncombe 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Dear Anonymous, 
Thank you! 

Love, 
“Mom” 

Passings, Thanks, Birthdays, Anniversaries 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, 

or if you are unsure whether the office has the information, 

please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Anniversaries This Month 

Jim & Sharon Miller                      6/1 52 years 

Daryl & Joy Jepson                      6/2 47 years 

Todd & Marilyn Domer                 6/4  

Dick & Beverly Newell                  6/5 60 years 

John & Lori Rea                           6/6 33 years 

Fred & Kim Patton                       6/7 23 years 

Phil & Marguerite Pond                 6/7 62 years 

Kenny & Yvonne Etzel                  6/9 13 years 

John & Ami Strickert                    6/9 19 years 

Jim Wright & Judy Glasgow          6/9 15 years 

Bryce & Kerry Lovewell               6/13  5 years 

Gene & Camille Schoettlin           6/14 36 years 

Jay & Jenny Christman                6/16 30 years 

Mike Gillgannon & Marty Ransdell  6/16 3 years 

Kenny & Monique Saulsbury        6/17 20 years 

John & Rita Dowd                      6/18 32 years 

Aaron and DeAnne Mauk            6/18 9 years 

Zach & Annika Wilson                6/21 17 years 

Matt & Deb Mannell                   6/29 30 years 

Birthdays This Month 

Audrey Blades        6/4 

John Rea               6/4 

Barbara Hanson     6/5 

Bruce Lanning        6/9 

Tara Herrick          6/11 

Bryce Lovewell      6/12 

Dee Deppe           6/13 

Sam Feleay           6/14 

Camille Schoettlin  6/14 

Wayne Matson      6/15 

Rita Dowd            6/16 

Karen Nicolay       6/16 

Sunnyeo Kim        6/19 

Bob Forman         6/20 

Kyle Cochran        6/22 

Becky Tomlinson   6/23 

Dorothy Holt         6/26 

Barrett Lovewell    6/26 

June 5 is Dick & Beverly Newell’s 60th wedding anniversary.   

Their family is having a card shower for them.  Let’s shower 

them with good wishes! 

Dick & Beverly Newell 

705 NW 94th St. 

Topeka KS 66617 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Photos 

Thank you to Molly Strobel for these photos from the Strobels’ backyard! 

If you have photos of flowers visible around your home that you would like to share, you can send 

them to me at phumctopeka@yahoo.com or at 4525 NW Button Rd. Topeka, KS  66618.  I’ll be 

pleased to share them in a future newsletter.  Garden photos are also welcome! 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

A timeline of the Coronavirus COVID-19 from the date of the first reported case in the US to April 1 

was in the April newsletter and from April 2 to 29 was in the May newsletter.  Here is a continuation 

of that timeline. 

April 30:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 4000 (actual report:  4238) including 129 

deaths. 

May 1:  the total confirmed cases in Shawnee County:  121, including 5 deaths.  The total confirmed 

cases in Kansas:  4449, including 130 deaths.  The total confirmed cases in the US climbed to over 

1,100,000 including nearly 65,000 deaths, and over 133,000 recovered.  The total confirmed cases 

worldwide are over 3,260,000, including 233,400 deaths and just over 1,000,000 recovered. 

May 3:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 5000 (actual report:  5030, cases in at least 80 

of the 105 counties) including 134 deaths.   

May 4:  Kansas moved from Stay-at-Home order to Phase One of reopening.  The total confirmed 

cases worldwide climbed to over 3,500,000 including over 245,000 deaths and over 1,100,000 

recovered. 

May 6:  the total confirmed cases in Kansas topped 5500 (actual report:  5734) including 571 

hospitalizations and 144 deaths.   

May 7:  the total cases in Kansas topped 6000 (actual report:  6144) including 587 hospitalizations 

and 147 deaths. Kansas began including probable cases in the total cases reported.  Of the 6144 

total cases reported today, 6082 are confirmed and 62 are probable.  Total cases worldwide 

topped 3,750,000, including over 260,000 deaths and over 1,250,000 recovered. 

May 8:  the total cases in Shawnee County rose to 149 including 100 recovered.  The total cases in 

Kansas topped 6500 (actual report:  6501) including 70 probable, 608 hospitalizations, and 152 

deaths.  The total cases in the US climbed to over 1,250,000 including over 75,000 deaths, and 

over 195,000 recovered. 

May 9:  the total cases in Shawnee County rose to 160.  The total cases worldwide topped 

4,000,000, including more than 275,000 deaths. 

May 11:  the total cases in Kansas topped 7000 (actual report:  7116) including 660 hospitalizations 

and 158 deaths.  Kansas Department of Health and Environment began putting out updates only 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  New cases were reported in Wuhan, China, the first new 

cases there in 35 days. 

May 12:  the total cases worldwide topped 4,250,000, including over 1,500,000 recovered. 

May 13:  the total cases in Shawnee County topped 175 (actual count:  178), including 118 

recovered. 

 (continued on next page) 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, continued, Staff 

May 14:  the total cases in Kansas topped 7500 (actual count:  7542) in 84 counties.  The total 

cases in the US topped 1,400,000, including over 240,000 recovered and over 84,000 deaths.  The 

total deaths worldwide topped 300,000, out of just over 4,400,000 cases. 

May 18:  Kansas moved from Phase One to Phase 1.5 of reopening. 

May 19:  the total cases in the US topped 1,500,000, including over 280,000 recovered and over 

90,000 deaths.  The total cases worldwide topped 4,800,000, including over 1,800,000 recovered. 

May 20:  the total cases in Shawnee County topped 200 (actual count:  217), including 160 

recovered and 6 deaths, the first coronavirus death in Shawnee County since April 13.  The total 

cases in Kansas topped 8500 (actual count:  8539) in 84 counties, including 178 deaths.   

May 21:  the total cases in Shawnee County topped 225 (actual count:  234).  The total cases 

worldwide topped 5,000,000, including over 1,900,000 recovered and over 325,000 deaths. 

May 22:  Kansas moved from Phase 1.5 to Phase Two of reopening. 

May 23:  the total cases in Shawnee County topped 250 (actual count:  254).   

May 25:  the total cases in Kansas topped 9000 (actual report:  9218) in 88 counties, including 800 

hospitalizations and 188 deaths. 

May 26:  Shawnee County recorded its 7th death from COVID-19 out of a total of 269 cases.  186 

people in Shawnee County have recovered from COVID-19.  Worldwide, the total cases topped 

5,500,000, including over 2,250,000 recovered and over 347,000 deaths. 

May 27:  the total cases in Shawnee County:  269, including 7 deaths and 194 recovered.  The total 

cases in Kansas:  9337 in 88 counties, including 822 hospitalizations and 205 deaths.  Governor 

Kelly’s State of Disaster Emergency Proclamation for Kansas expired, and the new State of 

Disaster Emergency Proclamation awaits legislative approval.  Each county is now in control of its 

own reopening steps. 

May 28:  the total cases in the US:  1,700,350 including 100,467 deaths, and nearly 400,000 

recovered.  New York State has had 364,965 cases including 29,484 deaths and 64,632 recovered.  

The total cases worldwide:  5,722,859, including 356,279 deaths and over 2,370,000 recovered. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).   

 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   

 

Choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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