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Pastor’s Corner 

Happy 4th of July! I hope that all of you have a great plan for this 

Independence Day.  You deserve to enjoy and relax on that day since we 

have limited a lot of things we used to enjoy.  However, I am not telling 

you to jump into public gatherings, but to do something fun with your 

family in a smaller, safer format.  As you know, the coronavirus is still 

surging and killing people.  I want you to be safe and healthy. 

When we think of Independence Day, we think of freedom first.  Yes, 

it was about freedom, but sometimes we neglect to think deeper about 

the meaning of freedom.  Depending on what kind of freedom we 

pursue, our actions can differ.  For instance, many parents limit children’s 

video-game time.  Not because they don’t care about the children’s 

freedom, but because they want to protect them from possible brain damage, eye sight loss, and 

mental disorders.  Based upon Doctors recommendations, they limit their children’s screen time in 

order to create a safer environment.  We don’t consider this action as a breach of freedom, instead 

this is a loving and caring action to pursue a happy life for their children. 

There is another type of parents.  They just let their children do whatever they want to do.  They 

don’t care how much time the children spend on video games.  They don’t pay much attention to 

what kind of toys the children play with (even a real gun).  You may know that this is a real-life 

example you can easily find in the news.  The children living in this house have more freedom 

compared to the children who live with some rules.  But I question if that is the kind of freedom we 

dream of. 

I was wondering if all the children in the above examples live with the same quality of freedom.  

Are the children living with more freedom happier because they can do whatever they want to?  Is 

that the freedom that our ancestors pursued?  It is hard to believe that they wanted us to do 

whatever we want.  In the Declaration of Independence, it says all people have unalienable Rights 

such as Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  As you see, Life is listed first.  I believe it is 

because Life is the most important God-given gift.  Think about Jesus’ life, He came to give us new 

life.  He limited His rights to freedom and pursuit of happiness in order to save us.  After all, Jesus 

became the one who is completely free from any bondage, even from death.  I have faith that the 

freedom that is declared on our Independence Day is that kind of freedom: taking care of people’s 

lives. 

As you observe this Independence Day, I encourage you think of what kind of freedom you 

pursue.  Is it about believing I can do whatever I want to do?  Or, I want to do the things I can to 

save the lives of others.  Enjoy your freedom in the right way.  Happy Independence Day! 

   

In God’s love, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 



In-Person Worship Services, Education Committee, Zoom Meetings 

Tuesday Zoom meetings will continue through July: 

 
You don’t need a computer to join the meeting, you can call in by phone to one of these numbers: 

253-215-8782    301-715-8592    312-626-6799    346-248-7799    646-558-8656    669-900-6833 

You will be asked to enter the meeting id followed by the pound sign #.  Enter the meeting id 

(found above, under “Morning meeting” or “Evening meeting”) and then the pound sign #.  Then 

you will be asked to enter participant id followed by the pound sign # or, if no participant id, to 

enter the pound sign #.  Simply enter the pound sign # at that time to join the meeting. 

Morning meeting: 

Meeting ID: 918 6998 4491 

 10:00 a.m. CDT, Tuesday 

Evening meeting: 

Meeting ID: 921 3395 9304 

6:30 p.m. CDT, Tuesday 

The Education Committee would like to welcome two new members:  Yvonne Etzel and 

Monique Saulsbury.  Thank you for your commitment to our youth events. 

Bible Sunday will be October 25.  Please send your Bible requests for children entering third 

grade by October 4 to Patricia Wilson at pjw2@cox.net. 

If anyone would like to join our committee just let us know.  2020 events are Bible Sunday on 

October 25 and Trunk or Treat on October 31.  With the coronavirus, we have decided not to hold 

Vacation Bible School this year. 

Thank you, Terri, Patricia, Jolene, and DeAnne 

In-Person Worship Services 
 

I am excited about our in-person Worship Services starting the first Sunday in July.  As the 

coronavirus is still a threat, we are cautious about everything.   

 We will limit the number of in-person attendees so that we will have enough space for social 

distancing between each household.  For this reason, you should have been contacted to find 

out which Sundays, if any, you are planning to attend.  Please don’t forget to reply to the email 

or the telephone message.   

 We ask that you wear a mask when you attend the in-person Worship Service.  This is a good 

way to show you care about others.   

 There will be ushers to open the doors for you, so you will not have to touch the door handles.   

 We will enter through the east foyer door and exit through the southeast sanctuary door.   

 We will not provide paper bulletins, we will use the screen.   

 After each service, we will disinfect the church for the next Sunday. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or thoughts about in-person 

service.  We will still offer our service through Facebook Live each Sunday for a while.  If you don’t 

feel well or you are just not ready to try an in-person Worship service yet, I encourage you to join 

us online instead. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Pastor Jin 
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On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Liz       Betty Moran      Dr. Bob Jacoby      Lori Ann Guffey       

Bob Hannon       Nancy Cornelius       Nancy Painter 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

We would like to thank 
everyone for all the beautiful 
cards and good wishes we 
received for our 60th wedding 
anniversary. 
We have been blessed with 
good friends and a wonderful 
family. 

Dick and Beverly Newell 

Thank you for the cards and food as we are visiting Seth now 
before his deployment.  We know Seth will enjoy them. 

Eric and Jennifer Sauer 

Passings, Thanks, Parking Lot 

Thank you to those who helped at the outdoor workday on 
Saturday, June 20:  Priscilla George, Roger Fry, Gary Slimmer, 
Dennis Smerchek, David Link, Glen Smith, Marty and Mike 
Gillgannon, Betty and Gary Domer, and Murel Brandenburgh.  
The grounds looked really nice for the drive-in service. 
 

Murel said, “We had a great group of hardworking church 
family there on Saturday!  Not only did we get a lot done, but 
we were able to visit, catch up, and have some laughs!  Thank 
you, Gary, for heading this up, and thank you all for taking 
the time to help out!” 

3 loads of asphalt millings were donated to fix the 

potholes in the unpaved parking lot area.  (Thank 

you donors!)  Marvin Smith brought his Bobcat and 

spread the millings.  (Thank you Marvin!) 



Youth Group, Drive-In Services, Gift Cards 

June 21 and 28 we had Drive-In Worship Service in addition 

to the Facebook Livestream.  These photos are from June 21 - 

a beautiful day.  Pastor stood in the back of the McDowells’ 

truck and broadcast on Facebook and on AM frequency 1700.  

Around 35 people attended in 25 vehicles in the parking lot. 

Youth!!!! 
 

We met June 23 at Dairy Queen north with 7 attending, great weather and treats to discuss world 

and local events!  Our next meeting will be July 7th at 6:30 at Dairy Queen north!!!  Zoom meetings 

were not working well so we have switched to meeting in-person. 

Did you know our church carries Gift Cards?  We carry 

Amazon, Barnes & Noble, B & B Theatres, Dairy Queen, 

IHOP, Menards, Regal Movie, Subway, Taco Bell, Walmart, 

& Many More!  Although we cannot sell cards on Sunday 

mornings, you can contact Deb in the office during the 

week to make arrangements to get cards.  Cards sell for face value ($10, $25, etc.) and our church 

earns a percentage (2%, 8%, 18%, etc.) from the retailer.  They make great gifts as well as being 

useful for everyday shopping!  NOTE - Academy Sports cards have returned to our inventory. 



All In Capital Campaign Results, Giving, Birthdays, Anniversaries 

All In Capital Campaign Results 
 

Our Capital Campaign drive results are in for ALL IN 2020-23.  The campaign drive ended early 

March in conjunction with the Covid-19 shutdown of in-person worship services.  Sadly, we were not 

able to announce the results of the campaign to the congregation or to celebrate the results.  I’m 

sure many of you are curious as to how much was pledged and committed for the campaign to pay 

our church mortgage in full. 
 

48 families pledged a total of $177,564.  In comparison, our I’M IN 2016-19 drive resulted in 63 

families pledging $302,096.  We are pleased with the final dollar amount pledged, especially during 

a pandemic and economic hardship.  Your love for Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church and our 

future was evident!  For those who could not make a commitment at the time, we know you will 

support the building fund as you are able. 
 

I want to thank everyone who worked so hard developing the campaign.  Your efforts are much 

appreciated. 
 

In His love, 

Daryl Jepson, Campaign Chair 

Received in May 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $3,997 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 17,880 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,616 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate) 1,810 

Month of May 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$3,426 $6,700 $6,176 $150,800 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Marilyn Colhouer      7/6 

Serenah Saulsbury   7/6 

Daryl Jepson           7/9 

C. J. Flowers           7/10 

Jim Boughn            7/11 

Jenny Christman     7/11 

Barrett Fry             7/18 

Elaine Worden        7/19 

Josephine Mauk      7/23 

Joy Jepson             7/25 

Alfred Mannell           7/26 

Bruce Tomlinson        7/28 

Brian Smith               7/29 

Randy McKinney        7/30 

Patricia Wilson           7/31 

Anniversaries This Month 

Tommy & Audrey Blades     7/1 25 years 

Rick & Heather Strobel        7/1 18 years 

Kyle & Kendra Cochran       7/12 17 years 

Birthdays This Month 
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Photos 

From Marty Ransdell:   

 “Where does a tree frog live?  In a birdhouse, of course!!  My flower planter with friend.” 

The old copier lease was up 

in March.  A new copier 

lease was signed with 

Canon before the shutdown.  

The new copier was 

installed on June 5. 

The old refrigerator, which had 

served our church for 17 years, 

developed problems in February 

and March and was found to have 

a coolant leak.  This refrigerator 

looks very similar to the old one 

but is actually a new one that was 

ordered before the shutdown.  It 

was delivered on June 12. 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-June newsletters: 

May 29-June 1:  Total cases in Shawnee County reached 300, including 228 recovered and 7 deaths.  

Total cases in Kansas topped 10,000 (actual count:  10,011) in 88 counties, including 862 

hospitalizations and 217 deaths.  Total cases worldwide topped 6 million, including less than 

370,000 deaths. 

June 7-10:  Shawnee County entered reopening Phase 3.  Total cases in Shawnee County topped 

400 (actual count:  409) including 297 recovered and 8 deaths.  Total cases in the US topped 2 

million (actual count:  2,000,702) including 112,924 deaths.  Total cases worldwide topped 7 

million, including less than 410,000 deaths. 

June 12-14:  Total cases in Kansas topped 11,000 (actual count:  11,047) in 90 counties, including 

973 hospitalizations and 243 deaths.  Total cases worldwide topped 8 million, including less than 

440,000 deaths. 

June 19:  Total cases in Kansas topped 12,000 (actual count:  12,059) in 91 counties, including 

1035 hospitalizations and 254 deaths. 

June 21-22:  Total cases in Shawnee County topped 500 (actual count:  503) including 404 

recovered and 9 deaths.  Total cases worldwide topped 9 million, including less than 470,000 

deaths. 

June 26-26:  Total cases in Kansas topped 13,000, in 95 counties, including 1,128 hospitalizations 

and 264 deaths.  Total cases in the US surpassed 2,500,000, including just over 125,000 deaths. 

June 28-29:  Total cases in Shawnee County topped 600, including 11 deaths.  Total cases in Kansas 

topped 14,000, in 97 counties, including 270 deaths.  Governor Kelly announced a statewide order 

requiring masks to be worn in public places will take affect Friday, July 3, though counties can 

choose to opt-out of the mandate.  Total cases worldwide topped 10 million including over 

500,000 deaths and over 5 million recovered. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover photos are from the 2016 Youth Mission Trip to Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

Dreams are renewable.  No matter what our age or condition, there are still untapped 

possibilities within us and new beauty waiting to be born.  – Dr. Dale Turner 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).   

 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   

 

Choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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