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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

My heart has been very saddened this week as I have learned of the 

death of my old friend from elementary school.  Several years ago, a 

friend who attended the same middle and high school with me passed 

away, and a year ago my friend from university passed away.  All of 

those were pretty close to me.  It seems that I am entering an age group 

that is more serious about thinking what life is about. 

 

As I thought of those friends, lots of memories came to my mind such 

as a day we fell off a steppingstone and got soaked in the stream; a time 

we ate instant noodle together that his mom cooked for us; a time we 

played basketball on the bumpy dirt ground of the school; and a time that I sang gospel songs 

along with his lead.  When I had sinus surgery in my twenties in a hospital far from my town, I 

stayed in his (elementary friend) house for a whole week as the hospital was near to where he had 

moved in the middle of seventh grade.  Right after the surgery, just like any best friend would do, 

he told me, “You look so terrible” while laughing so loud.  He gave me great care anyway while I 

was recovering from the surgery.  As I thought of all of the friends, I realized that they are 

remembered by their kindness. 

 

The same principle will be applied to us as well.  We will each be remembered by our kind and 

loving life.  The Bible talks about kindness often.  “Those who are kind benefit themselves, but the 

cruel bring ruin on themselves.”  (Proverbs 11:17 NIV)  Paul also says to the people of the church in 

Ephesus, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you.”  (Ephesians 4:32)  There are many chances when we can show kindness in our lives.  

I believe it is better for us to be remembered by our kind and loving words and actions than 

anything else.  Let’s be kind to others, so people see God through us and we are remembered as 

His people. 

  

See you on Sunday worship, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover:  Past years:  SS kids making valentines to send, Youth making/decorating valentines cookies. 



Celebrate!, Diaper Shower, Ash Wednesday, Lenten Study 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Marty Ransdell’s grandson, Jake Jimenez, passed his nursing license exam.  He starts work at KU 

Med in February.  Congrats to Jake! 

 Sam Feleay and Jayden Brandt competed in State 2-speaker debate competition.  Congrats! 

 Rodger and Morgan Fry are pleased to announce the birth of their daughter 

Sutton Elizabeth on January 25 at 12:32 p.m.  She’s 7 lbs 2 oz, 19 1/2 inches, 

and healthy.  She joins big brother, Barrett.  Congrats! 

The Congregation Care Team will support a diaper shower for 

Morgan and Rodger Fry in celebration of the birth of their daughter Sutton  

Elizabeth.  You may leave your diapers in the container at the front of the 

church any Sunday in February between 9:30 am and 1 pm, weather 

permitting, or in the church office weekday mornings. 

You are invited to join our Lenten Study Mondays at 6pm, February 22 through 

March 29.  Pastor Jin will host the study on Zoom using the book by Adam 

Hamilton, The Walk:  Five Essential Practices of The Christian Life.   
 

Discover five essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with 

God, each of which is intended to be a part of our daily walk with Christ.  

Explore each practice’s New Testament foundation, and its potential 

effect on our personal lives and our lives together as the church.  

 

It is possible to join Zoom by phone, no computer required.  If you would like to know more, please 

check with Deb.  Please contact Deb to register for the class.  You may order a book through the 

church for $10. 

Did you know?  In our church, the palm branches waved on Palm Sunday are stored and dried,  

then they are burned to provide the ashes for Ash Wednesday. 

Ash Wednesday is February 17 

 

Due to COVID restrictions, meditation stations for Ash 

Wednesday will be virtual this year.   

The Ash Wednesday evening service will be provided both 

in-person and on Facebook live at 7pm.  

More information will be provided as we get closer. 



Thank you for all the cards, calls, help, 
prayers, and food during my chemo 
treatments.  It is all very appreciated. 

Barb Hanson 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

 John Polzar        Janet Diekhoff       Richard Long  

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Pleasant Hill Family,  
Thank you so much for the Bath & Body gift 
cards!  It’s one of my favorite places to shop.  
It feels wonderful to be appreciated!  I enjoy 
cleaning for you all! 

Jill Schreiner 

Passings, Thanks,  

Through your generous giving to 

the Reverse Advent Box 

project, 18 boxes totaling 480 

pounds of grocery items were donated to Fellowship & Faith Food Pantry.  Thank you! 

Worship Services, 10 a.m. Sundays 

While we continue streaming our worship service 

on Facebook Live, we also have the church open 

for in-person worship on Sunday mornings.  

Reservations are not necessary.  Temperatures 

will be taken prior to entering the sanctuary.  

Social distancing and masks are required. 

You are always invited to contact the office 

(phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737) 

with joys and concerns during the week.    

If a joy or concern comes up Friday afternoon 

or over the weekend, please text Mary Smith, 

our Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, 

at 785-640-1286. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least 

weekly to keep them in good running order.  Vehicles that sit can 

develop problems.  Start them and move them, even if it is simply to 

the end of the driveway and back.  Power doors and lift gates should 

also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to 

prevent problems from developing. 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving 

   Financial Update 
 

Received Jan-June July Aug Total  Sept Dec Oct Nov 

Total  $130,420 $14,135 $16,378 $228,934 $13,169 $21,428 $17,591 $15,813 

Building Fund  26,603 4,196 3,931 50,013 4,280 3,536 4,096 3,370 

Bldg CD Int. 855   1,723 435 433   

General Fund  96,122 9,201 11,618 7,847 13,059 13,922 161,551 9,782 

Donations in December 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $4,008 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 9,894 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,681 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 1,855 

Month of December 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$3,969 $6,700 $6,297 $107,041 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Jace Brake 2/1 

Michelle Gonzales 2/2 

Linda Shaffer 2/7 

CJ Sturgeon 2/8 

Kason Boyles 2/10 

Matt Christman 2/10 

Lewis Taylor 2/14 

Carrie Law 2/15 

Alec Strickert 2/17 

Yvonne Etzel 2/18 

Helen Matson 2/18 

Sawyer Grollmes 2/19 

Rick Strobel 2/20 

Lori Marteney 2/21 

John Reed 2/26 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Gary & Barbara Slimmer        2/8 57 years 

Jason & Lori Marteney          2/12 16 years 

Ron & Linda Griffiths            2/13 55 years 

Kirby & Patty Chilton            2/14 45 years 

Brian & Gayle Smith             2/15 35 years 

Dennis & Mary Shepherd      2/16  14 years 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-Jan newsletters.  This 

is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some become difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Jan 4/5:  :  Running case count in Shawnee County over 12,000.  Frontline healthcare workers at 

Stormont Vail Hospital and at U of KS Health System St. Francis campus began receiving their 

second Covid-19 vaccine doses.  Running case count in Kansas over 230,000.  Running case count 

in the US over 21 million.  Running case count worldwide over 86 million. 

Jan 11:  Running case count in the US over 22 million.  Running case count worldwide over 90 

million. 

Jan 13:  Running case count in Kansas over 250,000.  Running case count in the US over 23 million. 

Jan 15:  Covid-19 death toll worldwide topped 2 million. 

Jan 16-18:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 14,000. 

Jan 20:  Kansas moved from Phase 1 to Phase 2 of Covid-19 vaccine distribution.   

 Approximately 1/3 of Kansans qualify for vaccines in phase 2.  This includes: 

 those aged 65 and over,  

 high-contact critical workers (including first responders, teachers and school staff, grocery 

store workers, food service workers, food processing workers, agriculture workers, retail 

workers, and those involved in transportation of critical materials),  

 and residents and staff in congregate settings (homeless shelters, corrections facilities, etc.)  

 Also, anyone who qualified for phase 1 but was not vaccinated in phase 1 can still get vaccinated.  

Phase 1 prioritized healthcare workers, residents and staff in long-term-care settings, and workers 

deemed critical to pandemic response continuity. 

Jan 24:  Running case count in the US over 25 million. 

Jan 27:  Running case count in Kansas over 270,000, including 3817 deaths.  Nearly 150,000 

Kansans have received their first dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, just over 28,000 have also received 

their second dose.  Running case count in the US over 25.5 million, including 427,844 deaths.  

Running case count worldwide over 100 million, including 2,167,894 deaths. 

 

 
 

       

 +Case counts and death totals from KSNT.com       * estimated population on July 1, 2019 from census.gov. 

January 26 Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 7,944 1,236 1,495 1,053 14,807 594 

Covid death total+: 36 11 24 10 268 13 

Population*:   122,259 13,171 19,043 15,949 176,875 6,931 

       



Livestream, Donations through PayPal, Facebook Live, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  No Facebook account needed.  If you want to watch it 

later, you can still go to the Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on 

“Worship” and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

We have a link button for donations in the bottom right corner on our Facebook Live page. 
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