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United Methodist Church 
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(785) 246-1737    
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Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m., no reservation needed. 
 

Livestream Worship Service on Facebook 

Sundays 10 a.m.  

See last page for information 

on how to watch. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

I believe you received the Lent in a Box document through church 

email.  I highly encourage you to use it because that is a very helpful 

resource for observing this Lenten season meaningfully and attentively.  I 

see it as a mustard seed.  When Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of God 

in Matthew 13:31-32, he uses a metaphor about a mustard seed, saying, 

“Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest 

of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in 

its branches.”  Out of many teachings, I can say that Jesus wants us to 

remember the importance of small faith and spiritual practices which will 

make us mature Christians.  Lent in a Box may seem insignificant, but it 

is a mustard seed that will help you to grow in faith and deepen your relationship with Jesus.  

Please take a time to follow the weekly spiritual activities in it and to feel the abundant blessings 

God provides. 

 

A first-week activity in the package is the 5 finger prayer.  It reminds us of people for whom we 

should pray and those for whom we wanted to pray, but have forgotten.  As I prayed following the 

directions, I used most of my time on the Ring finger prayer: pray for those who are sick, 

vulnerable, and most in need.  I used to visit those people whenever I learned of their situation, 

but, since the pandemic, I had to stop visiting them.  This is one of the discouraging situations for 

me as I value being a physical presence for those people.   

 

However, I believe in the power of prayer.  Jesus says, “When you pray, go into your room, 

close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you.”  I believe in this teaching.  So, as I observed the spiritual practice in the 

Lent in a Box, I took a lot of time to pray for people on our church prayer list.  Even though they 

may not know that I am praying, I am sure that God will lead and strengthen them as he listens to 

my prayers.  I encourage you to pray more during this Lenten season, so you can notice God 

working for you and others.  Let’s plant mustard seeds in our hearts and enjoy the fruits that God 

will bring into our ways. 

  

See you on Sunday worship, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least 

weekly to keep them in good running order.  Vehicles that sit can 

develop problems.  Start them and move them, even if it is simply to 

the end of the driveway and back.  Power doors and lift gates should 

also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to 

prevent problems from developing. 



Celebrate!, Lent and Holy Week information, Mission Committee 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Rick and Mary Colton’s granddaughter Mikayla McIntosh passed her nursing license exam 

this past February and is working at Hendricks Medical Center in Abilene TX.  Congrats! 

Lent in a Bag 

The 40-day, five-week Lenten season is a time for reflection and preparation before the 

celebration of Easter.  The Lenten Journey devotional, included in the Lent in a Bag, contains prayer 

practices, rituals and activities for faith formation enhancing this time of preparation.  The 

devotional includes daily prayers that engage all the senses as we connect with God.  It is not too 

late to start the journey.  You can request the link or a printed copy by contacting the church office. 

 

Holy Week in a Bag  

Be encouraged!  Easter Sunday is coming.  Holy Week in a Bag is a daily devotional guide.  The 

resource aids in diving deeper into the week that changed the course of history, offering hope amid 

immense loss.  Starting with Palm Sunday, with prayers and activities appropriate for all ages, recall 

the events leading up to Jesus’ death by crucifixion and His resurrection on the third day. 

Holy Week in A Bag devotional is independent from Lent in A Bag.  It is not necessary to have 

participated in the Lenten devotional series.  More information will be provided. 

 

Palm Sunday Service 

Palm Sunday is March 28 and will include a traditional parade of palms.  More information will be 

provided later in the month. 

 

Easter Sunday 

Easter is April 4.  We will not have a sunrise service.  More details regarding the Easter service 

will be provided as we get closer. 

Mission Committee News 
 

The Mission Committee has selected the following projects for 2021: 

 Food Collection for the Topeka Rescue Mission the last two weeks of March, June and 

September.  Mark your calendar to bring non-perishable food items March 21 and March 28.   

 Coat Drive for Salvation Army in November. 

 “Bags of Hope” for the Topeka Rescue Mission in December.   
 

Additional possible projects: 

 Book Swap, 

 Alpha Christian Children’s Home 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

 Shirley Domer       Jim Suderman       Max Daugherty       Neal Thomas       Chuck Sodergren  

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Pleasant Hill Family,  
Thank you so much for all the cards, calls, and 
prayers after my injury.  I really enjoyed the 
banana bread and the flowers, and I love the 
prayer shawl.  I am recovering well. 

Joy Chapman 

Passings, Thanks, 5 Finger Prayer 

Worship Services, 10 a.m. Sundays 

While we continue streaming our worship 

service on Facebook Live, we also have the 

church open for in-person worship on Sunday 

mornings.  Reservations are not necessary.  

Temperatures will be taken prior to entering the 

sanctuary.  Distancing and masks are required. 

You are always invited to contact the office 

(phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737) 

with joys and concerns during the week.    

If a joy or concern comes up Friday afternoon 

or over the weekend, please text Mary Smith, 

our Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, 

at 785-640-1286. My heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all 
who prayed, sent cards, called, and brought 
food to me.  My procedure went well and I’m 
in rehab now. 

Kay Jones-Ray 

Daylight Savings Time Starts 

Sunday, March 14!!  

Don’t forget to Spring Forward! 

5 Finger Prayer 

 

Pray for different groups of people as you touch each finger:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Pinky:  Yourself and Your Own  

Thumb:  Family and Friends      Needs. 

Index:  Teachers, Coaches, 

Healthcare Workers, Therapists, 

First Responders. 

Middle:  Leaders (in Government, Business, Church, etc.) 

Ring:  Those who are Sick, 

Vulnerable, and Most in Need. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Palm Sunday Craft 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Food Drive 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Allison Grollmes 3/1 

Audrey Etzel 3/1 

Jimmy Meek 3/2 

Fred Patton 3/3 

Jason Marteney 3/4 

Rebecca Unruh 3/4 

Cara Etzel 3/7 

John Holt 3/7 

John Dowd 3/10 

Alan Shaffer 3/11 

Mary Smith 3/11 

Jillian Walder 3/11 

Sam Martin 3/12 

Chris McManaman 3/12 

Grace Cho 3/14 

Gary Slimmer 3/15 

Shelby Grollmes 3/16 

Pete Deppe 3/17 

Owen Boyles 3/19 

Pleasant Hill UMC 3/20 (140 years!) 

Bryce Cochran 3/21 

Billie Dupree 3/22 

Beverly Newell 3/23 

Barry Boyles 3/24 

Eli Wilson 3/28 

Jeanetta Boughn 3/30 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Pete & Dee Deppe             3/15 65 years 

Harry & Elaine Worden       3/16 29 years 

Brent & Rebecca Unruh      3/22 45 years 

Bob & Susie Forman          3/26 38 years 

February 14 and Ash Wednesday services were changed to on-line only due to the extreme cold. 

Donations in January 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $3,934 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 5,567 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,618 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 8,755 

Month of January 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$10,373 $6,700 $6,331 $100,710 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 

Join the Mission Committee in a church food drive for the Topeka Rescue Mission.  Mark your 

calendar to bring non-perishable food items March 21 and March 28. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Gift Card News, Sea of Red 

Gift Card News 
 

Our total profit from gift card sales and rewards in 2020 was $2071:  $700 from card sales, $1183 

from Dillon’s rewards, and $187 from Amazon Smiles. 

 

Thank you to those who purchased some of our gift cards that are no longer popular.  These are the 

ones we have left of the no-longer-popular.  Can you use any of these? 

HyVee - $50  Buffalo Wild Wings - $10 & $25      Denny’s - $10 Chipotle -  $10 & $25                                      

 

Remember:  you can purchase plastic gift cards in the church office, and ecards by calling the 

church office or Mary Smith (785-640-1286). 

 

If you shop at Dillon’s, choose Pleasant Hill as the recipient of your Community rewards and the 

church will receive money for your purchases. 

 

If you order on Amazon Smiles, choose Pleasant Hill as the recipient of your charitable rewards and 

the church will receive money for all your purchases. 

Due to the pandemic and small in-person services, it was a much smaller sea of red for the Chiefs in 

the Super Bowl this year (above) than last year (below). 

https://www.dillons.com/communityrewards


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-Feb newsletters.  This 

is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some become difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Feb 5:  Running case count worldwide over 105 million. 

Feb 7:  Running case count in US over 27 million.  

Feb 12:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 16,000. 

Feb 15:  Over 100,000 Kansans were reported to have received both doses of vaccine. 

Feb 19:  Running case count in Kansas over 290,000.  Running case count worldwide over 110 

million. 

Feb 24/25:  Running case count in Shawnee County around 16,250 including 339 deaths.  New 

cases reported in Shawnee County in December and January were down but still fairly close to the 

high of 3,760 reported in November - less than 900 new cases were reported in Shawnee County 

during the first 24 days of February, significantly down from even the 3,278 reported in the entire 

month of January.  Covid-19 deaths reported in Shawnee County have fallen steadily since the 

high of 102 in November:  81 in December, 63 in January, and 13 in the first 24 days of February.   

Running case count in Kansas 292,837 including 4,724 deaths.  New cases reported in Kansas in 

December and January were down but still fairly close to the high of 71,710 reported in November 

- only about 15,000 new cases were reported in Kansas during the first 24 days of February, 

significantly down from even the 55,331 reported in the month of January.  Covid-19 deaths 

reported in Kansas are still near or over 1,000 per month December, January, and February, far 

higher than the 633 deaths reported in November.  Nearly 360,000 Kansans (approximately 12% 

of Kansans) are reported as having received one dose of vaccine, with just over 155,000 

(approximately 5%) reported as having received their second dose. 

Running case count in the US 28.3 million including 507,000 deaths.  Running case count 

worldwide 112.8 million including 2.5 million deaths. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover:  Palm Sunday Egg Hunt story and craft times in past years. 



Livestream, Donations through PayPal, Facebook, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  No Facebook account needed.  If you want to watch it 

later, you can still go to the Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on 

“Worship” and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

We have a link button for donations in the bottom right corner on our Facebook Live page. 
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