
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 
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(785) 246-1737    

WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m., no reservation needed. 
 

Livestream Worship Service on Facebook 

Sundays 10 a.m.  

See last page for information 

on how to watch. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

We are in the middle of holy week and getting closer to Easter.  After 

Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He did many things.  One of 

the scenes that draws my attention is cleaning the temple.  There were 

people earned money from selling necessary worship items in the temple.  

Those people made their living through the job.  They helped visitors to 

prepare for worship easier.  It was a win-win for all.  Jesus, however, 

didn’t like that.  He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

selling tables.  Jesus seemed to be somewhat too sensitive here.  As I 

think of this scene, a recent story came to me.  There was a person 

selling a pair of shoes named "Jesus shoes" with holy water in the soles 

for $4,000.  It was sold out!  The same person is now selling “Satan shoes”.  Faith is just a way to 

earn money for him. 

 

I think what Jesus witnessed from the hearts of the merchants in the temple was the same.  

Money was the only reason to do their business there.  That is why Jesus says in Matthew 21:13, “It 

is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a 

den of robbers.’”  I believe that if the main purpose of the business was really for helping worship, 

Jesus wouldn’t be upset.  There was no respect toward God in the hearts of the merchants. 

 

I want you to think about what is in your heart as you observe this holy week.  Is your heart 

clean enough and ready to glorify God or is it filled with lots of stuff that make you focus on other 

things? 

 

We just finished a sermon series about five essential spiritual practices for Christians.  If you 

haven’t tried it yet, I encourage you to observe this holy week with those spiritual practices, so that 

the day of Easter can be more meaningful and impactful to you. 

 

Happy Easter, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

 

 

 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nike-air-max-97-jesus-shoes-filled-with-holy-water-selling-for-4000-2019-10-11/  



Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday is April 4.  No sunrise service this year.   

Join us at 10 a.m. in person or on Facebook Live! 

Temperatures will be taken 

prior to entering the 

sanctuary.  Distancing and 

masks are required.  

Reservations are not 

necessary.   

Resurrection Power Every Day 

“That I may know him, and the power of his 

resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death”   

(Philipians 3:10). 
 

Some of us stay at the Cross, 

Some of us wait at the tomb, 

Quickened and raised together with Christ. 

Yet lingering still in its gloom, 

Some of us bide at the Passover feast 

With Pentecost all unknown: 

The triumphs of grace in the Heavenly Place 

That our Lord has made our own. 
 

If the Christ who died had stopped at the Cross, 

His work had been incomplete, 

If the Christ who was buried had stayed in the tomb, 

He had only known defeat. 

But the way of the Cross never stops at the Cross, 

And the way of the Tomb leads on 

To victorious grace in the Heavenly Place, 

Where the risen Lord has gone. 

-Annie Johnson Flint 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

 Cheryl Wilhelm       Barbara Hanson 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

To Our Church Family,  
This message is well past due...  Thanks to all who 
have remembered us thru our many trying times 
since last April with prayers, call, and cards.  
We are still in need of prayers and are so 
appreciative of your past prayers and thoughts. 

Pete & Dee Deppe 

Passings, Thanks, Mission Committee News, Donations 

Pleasant Hill Family,  
Thank you so much for all the diapers!  What a 
wonderful blessing - especially that there were 
multiple sizes of diapers.  We appreciate 
everything that we received. 

Rodger, Morgan, Barrett, Sutton Fry 

Thank you, Pastor Jin, and the entire 
Pleasant Hill Church family for helping us 
celebrate Barbara’s life with friendship, 
food, and fellowship. 
Her 60 years as a member of the church 
family gave her, and us, much love, 
comfort, and support. 

Larry, Lori, and Lonnie 

 
Thank you for your thoughts, prayers and 
kindness during this difficult time. 

The Family of Barbara Hanson 

Mission Committee News 
 

The Mission Committee collected 221 items totaling 233 

pounds as well as $25 cash during the food drive on 

March 21 and 28.  The food and funds have been given to 

the Topeka Rescue Mission.  Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to this effort! 
 

The next event for the Mission Committee will be to 

collect money and/or items for “Piecing Love and 

Warmth” - the PHUMC group which makes blankets to 

give away to homeless children and youth.  Mark your 

calendar for May 23 and 30 for this.  A list of items 

needed will be provided in the May newsletter. 

Here is a different way to help your favorite local non-profit(s): 

Ed Bozarth Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac will be giving away 2 weekly winners for $500 each 

through the summer -- to your favorite charity or non-profit.  Individuals need to go to the main 

new car showroom and fill out their drawing slip.  Very simple and straightforward.  Drawings will be 

held on every Friday.  You will be asked on the slip name, address, phone, email, and charity of 

choice.  Just an outside-the-box way to contribute to the community at large.  Folks can enter daily, 

weekly, whatever... but must do it in person. 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Celebrate! 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Annie McDowell 4/5 

Erin Herrick 4/6 

David Link 4/8 

Andrew Patton 4/11 

Mary Colton 4/12 

Marilyn Domer 4/12 

Dean Steward 4/13 

Lauren Feleay 4/17 

John Strickert 4/18 

Annika Wilson 4/19 

Gary Domer 4/20 

Sawyer Richards 4/21 

Molly Strobel 4/25 

Jean McConnell    4/28 

Mike Neely 4/29 

Ian Law 4/30 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Chris & Monica Sturgeon       4/1 5 years 

Ray & Billie Dupree               4/5  

Sam & Danette Martin          4/12 35 years 

Nick & Karen Nicolay             4/19 40 years 

Jahnnie & Cathy Brake          4/20 36 years 

Hyun-Jin & Sunnyeo Kim       4/22 15 years 

Kevin & Angie Feleay            4/22 26 years 

Alan & Linda Shaffer             4/25 34 years 

Glen & Linda Smith               4/26 13 years 

Donations in February 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $4,017 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 15,170 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,692 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 6,675 

Month of February 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$8,367 $12,700 $11,914 $88,797 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 

Do what you feel in your heart to be right - for you’ll be criticized anyway. 

 – Eleanor Roosevelt 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Sam Feleay medaled in Forensics for Prose on February 28.  With this, he qualified for State 

Forensics in both Poetry and Prose categories.  Congrats! 

 Hannah Caudill made the Seaman softball team.  Congrats! 

 Chloe Wilson competed at State in gymnastics on March 26 and qualified for Regionals.  

Congrats! 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Palm Sunday 2021 

Our Palm Sunday celebration was different this year than in previous years.   

 Instead of an Egg Hunt, children received a packet with the Easter story and stickers to use 

to decorate their eggs (see photo next page.) 

 Instead of children parading with palm branches around the sanctuary, people in the 

sanctuary held branches and waved them from their chairs while people watching on 

Facebook Live could wave as well. 

 Instead of a Palm Sunday Cantata, we enjoyed two solos:  “Here I Am, Lord” sung by Annie 

McDowell accompanied by Marty Ransdell on the organ; “Goodness of God” sung by Michelle 

Caudill accompanied by Sun Kim on the clavinova and Marc Serrano on CD. 

 For the first time in a while we had Children’s Time.  It was read by Erin Herrick. 

 Instead of Sam or Kelly or David, Cory Flowers ran the camera for Facebook Live. 

 Kevin McDowell was our greeter and usher. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the service a success! 

 In another change, the projector lamp ’gave up the ghost’ so we had no service information 

projected on the screen.  The lamp will be replaced in time for Easter service. 



Egg Stickers, Lenten and Holy Week Devotionals 

 

 

At right is a packet of the stickers that 

children in our church received to decorate 

their eggs.  Parents received information to 

relate the stickers to the Easter story. 

 

 

The Lent In A Bag devotional included 

multiple ideas for each week, such as the 

Finger Prayer, writing and coloring to ‘Pray in 

Color’, making a glitter-filled meditation jar, reflecting on 

Psalm 23, Breath Prayers, taking 

a nature prayer walk, shouting 

for joy to the Lord, Building Block 

Prayer, Body Prayer, and having 

pretzels to reflect on prayer and 

Lent.  Pretzels were first made by 

a monk who got creative with the 

shape of the Lenten bread he 

was baking.  He formed the 

dough to represent arms crossed 

in prayer. 

The Holy Week In A Box devotional included ideas to contemplate each day from Palm Sunday 

through Easter Sunday:  welcoming Jesus, generosity, loving God and loving our neighbor, ways we 

prefer to pray, sharing a special meal, the day Jesus was crucified, a difficult day of waiting, and the 

joy of Jesus’ Resurrection. 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - March 2021 

newsletters.  This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some 

become difficult to find online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please 

feel free to ignore this. 

Feb 27:  The FDA granted emergency use authorization to Johnson & Johnson’s Covid-19 vaccine 

for people 18 and older.  This vaccine only requires one dose for full immunization. 

Mar 9:  Running case count in the US over 29 million. 

Mar 19:  Running case count worldwide tops 122 million. 

Mar 22:  Kansas moved to Phases 3 and 4 of Covid-19 vaccine distribution.  Over 1 million doses of 

Covid-19 vaccine have been administered in Kansas.  Running case count in Kansas topped 

300,000. 

Mar 25:  Running case count in the US over 30 million.  Running case count worldwide over 125 

million. 

Mar 29:  Kansas moved to Phase 5 of Covid-19 vaccine distribution - everyone age 16 and over is 

eligible to receive a vaccine.  Running case count worldwide over 127 million. 

Mar 31:  Running case count in Kansas is 302,372 including 4,913 deaths.  According to KDHE, 

427,584 Kansans (14.7%) have completed vaccine series, 801,925 (27.5%) are reported as 

having received one dose.  Of those, 23,173 received the single-dose vaccine.  Running case 

count in the US is 30.4 million, including 551,500 deaths.  According to the CDC, 54.6 million 

people in America (16.4%) are fully vaccinated, 97.6 million (29.4%) have received one dose.  Of 

those, 3.3 million received the single-dose vaccine.  Running case count worldwide is 128.5 

million, including 2.8 million deaths. 

+Case counts and death totals from KSNT.com   * estimated population on July 1, 2019 from census.gov 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover:  Some pics of our Little Cuties from 2003-2010 

Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 8,922 1,378 1,663 1,206 16,875 676 

Covid death total+: 84 15 32 11 350 14 

Population*: 122,259 13,171 19,043 15,949 176,875 6,931 



Livestream, Donations through PayPal, Facebook, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  No Facebook account needed.  If you want to watch it 

later, you can still go to the Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on 

“Worship” and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

We have a link button for donations in the bottom right corner on our Facebook Live page. 
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