
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

4525 NW Button Road,  

Topeka, KS  66618-2507 

(785) 246-1737   WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m., no reservation needed. 
 

Livestream Worship Service on Facebook 

Sundays 10 a.m.  

See last page for info on how to watch. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
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mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/


Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

I hope you have enjoyed the recent warm spring weather.  Having a 

different season is such a blessing as we are reminded of life wisdom like 

“This too shall pass.”  Since the pandemic started, it has been so hard for 

us to worship together in person, but now I see more people in the 

church building on Sundays.  I am so happy that things are getting better 

as time goes by.  There are always challenges in our life journey, but 

what we are supposed to do is just keep doing our best until the cold 

winter passes and new hope of spring comes. 

 

As I promised, I would like to share with you about where we are now 

with our All In capital campaign.  You can find detailed numbers in Daryl’s report in this newsletter.  

What I want to point out is that we only need about $11,650 more to pay off our building mortgage.  

Isn’t it amazing?  It is a miracle that we make together in unity!  We are getting closer to our long-

awaited dream.  Since we started our first capital campaign in 2009, we have given sacrificial 

offerings.  It is because we trust God’s guidance.  It is because we want to be a vital church.  It is 

because we believe in our bright future.  Thank you so much for your vision and support for our 

church! 

 

When I first joined the Pleasant Hill family as pastor, one of my prayers was that God would use 

me to help this wonderful church end its journey of paying on the building mortgage, so that we 

could go forward to the next step.  Since the pandemic began, however, I thought our goal to pay 

off our debt might be delayed as the pandemic could affect church families’ financial situation.  That 

is why our church leaders and I have kept a big amount of reserve.  But everyone who pledged has 

done their part, no matter what.  And we have generous non-pledged givers as well.  Now, I feel 

like I should have more faith in God and in all of you.  I am extremely excited, and not just because 

the numbers look great.  Instead, it is because I can see your faithfulness and love for God and 

Pleasant Hill through what we have achieved together as a church family.   

 

It is very clear that our journey with this debt shall pass and your individual challenging times 

shall pass too.  So, just do your best in your situation and trust God.  And then, you will find 

yourself grown stronger at some point.  May the Lord’s presence be with you always! 

 

See you on Sunday worship, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

 

 



Graduation Recognition, SS, Memorial Day, Blanket Supply Drive 

Worship Services, 10 a.m. Sundays 

While we continue streaming our worship service 

on Facebook Live, we also have the church open 

for in-person worship on Sunday mornings.  

Reservations are not necessary.  Distancing and 

masks are required. 

Graduation Recognition May 23:  A celebration for the 2021 graduates will 

be Sunday, May 23.  If there is a member of your family graduating from 

Kindergarten, Middle School/Junior High, High School, Technical School, Trade 

School, or University that you would like to honor please submit the following 

information to the church office no later than Thursday, May 13:  Their name; 

grade and school graduating from; recognitions, awards, scholarships or honors; their 

plans after graduation (i.e., summer camps, vacations, additional education, work, 

military); your name and relationship to graduate; current picture of the graduate 

and, if available, baby or childhood picture. 

The Mission Committee will collect supplies on May 23 and 30 for Piecing Love and Warmth 

Sewing Group to make Blankets for homeless and displaced children and youth.  The collection 

cart will be available from 9:45 a.m. until 3 p.m. each Sunday outside the main doors of the church. 

 

Items needed include  

 Bed Sheets, any color, any size, fitted or flat, gently-used is fine;  

 Embroidery floss, any color;  

 Fabric of at least 1-1/2 yards in length, cotton or cotton blends 42-44 inches wide, heavy-

weight polyester, flannel, fleece (for backings) 53-60 inches wide;  

 Blankets, fleece throws, and mattress pads, gently-used is fine, no wool please;  

 Thread, all-purpose polyester/cotton, white or colors are fine;  

 Scissors; 

 Large Safety Pins; 

 Batting, polyester or cotton, in rolls or bags;  

 Gift Cards for JoAnns or Walmart, or money, for purchasing supplies as needed.  

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Starting May 2, Gary Slimmer will 

lead an adult Sunday School class 

in room 102 at 9 a.m. on Sundays. 

All are welcome. 

On Memorial Day Sunday, May 30, we will honor the loved ones that we have lost since 

January 1, 2020.  Church and family members will be recognized.  If you would like your family 

member to be included in the memorial presentation, please submit their name, picture, date of 

birth, and date of death to the church office by May 20. 



Youth Mission Trip, Celebrate!, New Pastor 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Sam Feleay won the Sunrise Optimist Oratorical Contest.  He’ll compete in the Zone contest in 

May by Zoom for a chance to go on to the State Competition and win a $2500 scholarship.  

Congrats and Good Luck! 

Rev. Kara Eidson has been appointed as our new pastor starting July 1. 

 

Rev. Kara Eidson grew up in the Kansas City Metro area.  She earned her 

undergraduate in Psychology at Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri, 

and her Master of Divinity at Duke Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina.  After 

finishing seminary, she returned to the Kansas City area and worked one year as a 

chaplain resident at Saint Luke's Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri.  She then served 

as Associate Pastor at First United Methodist Church in Lawrence for two 

years.  Kara and her husband Mike Lee were married in 2008.  In 2010, she was ordained as an 

elder in The United Methodist Church, and was appointed to WesleyKU, the UMC campus ministry at 

KU.  In 2014 Kara began serving as the pastor at Spring Hill UMC and Bucyrus UMC, and was then 

appointed to serve Crestview UMC in Topeka in 2017. She has loved being an adult volunteer at 

every session of Institute since the summer of 2010. She enjoys reading, baking, and spending time 

with her nieces.  She loves NCAA basketball and is, along with her entire family, an avid Royals 

fan.  In the warmer months of the year, Kara and Mike both love spending time tending to their 

garden with their 10 chickens and 2 goats. Kara is excited that her first book will be published early 

in 2022, and is a Preaching in the Purple Zone trainer for the conference. 

Youth are going on a Mission Trip!!!! 

 

On June 5th the youth will be heading to Rapid City, SD for a mission trip.  We will be working with 

kids, food pantry, local retirement communities and whatever else is asked of us.  Please pray for us 

on our journey and before while we prepare for faith and learning. 

 

Donations needed: 

 One large bottle of hand sanitizer and 10 individual bottles of sanitizer. 

 10 pairs of work gloves:  small, medium and large sizes. 

 

Monetary donations would be 

greatly appreciated as well.  

These moneys will be used for 

gas and food along the way. 

 

In God’s Grace, 

Michelle, Youth Director 



Thanks, Donations 

Lent in a Bag and Holy Week in a Box 
wouldn’t have been possible without a great 
deal of help.  Special thanks to Kelly Neiman 
and Billie Winsor for helping to prepare the 
Holy Week boxes.  Thank you to Gary Domer 
and Glen Smith for their assistance with the 
Lent devotional and bags.  Most of all thank 
you to Pastor Jin for delivering everything.  
I hope they enhanced your spiritual Lent 
and Holy Week prayer journey. 

Linda Smith 
Worship Coordinator 

The ugly COVID virus invaded our 
congregation shortly before Palm Sunday.  This 
meant Praise Band was not able to perform 
and we did not get to enjoy the inspirational 
solo Kevin Feleay was preparing.  Easter 
Sunday music plans had to change as well.  
Fortunately, our church is blessed to have 
many generous and talented members who are 
willing to answer the call for help.  As Worship 
Coordinator I want to thank everyone who 
volunteered to ensure we were able to 
experience two special Easter season services.  
Thank you to Michelle Caudill, Marty 
Ransdell, Cory Flowers, Annie McDowell, Erin 
Herrick, Mary Smith, Emily Patton, and Ella 
Caudill.  Most importantly, a huge thank you 
to those who seamlessly coordinated these last-
minute changes.  Your talents are a precious 
gift that make a difference.  

Thank you, 
Linda Smith 

Thank you for all cards and well wishes. 

Carole Stout 

Thank you for all cards, prayers, and 
well wishes.  I’m not 100% yet, but I am 
on the road to recovery. 

Kevin Feleay 

Here is a different way to help your favorite local non-profit(s):   

Ed Bozarth Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac will be giving away 2 weekly winners for $500 each 

through the summer -- to your favorite charity or non-profit.  Individuals need to go to the main 

new car showroom and fill out their drawing slip.  Very simple and straightforward.  Drawings will be 

held on every Friday.  You will be asked on the slip name, address, phone, email, and charity of 

choice.  Just an outside-the-box way to contribute to the community at large.  Folks can enter daily, 

weekly, whatever... but must do it in person. 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated funds and to 
everyone who donated labor 
to the project of running 
electricity to the church 
garage!  The outside wiring 
has all been finished.  The 
inside wiring continues. 



All In Capital Campaign Update, Spring Snow 

All In (2020 – 2023) Capital Campaign Update 

Daryl Jepson, All In Campaign Chair 

 

Many people are asking how we’re doing on our “All In” Capital Campaign to pay off the mortgage 

on our building.  We are a little over a third of the way into the campaign and below is a snapshot 

of where we currently are at the end of April 2021. 

 

Pledges:      48 

Amount Pledged:     $177,564.00 

Non Pledge contributors:    8 

Amount received end of April:   $72,525.00 (pledge & contributor) 

% of pledge total:     41% 

Mortgage balance mid April, 2021:  $75,512.06 

Reserve fund balance April 1, 2021:  $63,856.03 

 

Four pledges have been paid in full.  Seven pledges are behind at less than 33% and this includes 

one family that has since moved away and stopped supporting PHUMC. 

 

With these numbers we can see the lights at the end of the tunnel and if everyone keeps up with 

their pledges we will be able to pay off our mortgage before the end of “All In” in 2023!   

  

Mom always said it could snow in April.  If it had, I hadn’t noticed anything more than a flurry.  

This year Mother Nature sure took care of that!  Well over 4” of really-good-packing snow fell on 

April 20 - long past April 

Fools Day!  Anyone who 

wanted to have a snowball 

fight or build a snowman 

had to be quick!  It melted 

fast, by mid-afternoon only 

a few protected spots had 

any snow at all left. 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Mother’s Day 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Heidi Walder 5/1 

Denis Warkentine 5/2 

John Wilson 5/2 

Heather Strobel 5/5 

Larry Hanson 5/10 

Ellie Noble 5/11 

Carole Stout 5/12 

Berniece Chadwell 5/13 

Jim Miller 5/14 

Donna Ward 5/17 

Aspen Nelson 5/18 

Roberta Henley 5/21 

Kay Jones-Ray 5/24 

Dalton Smith 5/24 

Kelly Neiman 5/25 

Waylon Walder 5/25 

Angie Feleay 5/27 

Olivia Serrano 5/27 

Angie Smith 5/28 

Joyce Mannell 5/29 

Sharon Miller 5/31 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Bill & Shirley Slimmer         5/8 51 years 

Mark & Sue Searles            5/17 46 years 

Rusty & Monica Newell       5/23 34 years 

John & Peggy Wilson         5/27 49 years 

Bruce & Linda Lanning       5/29 57 years 

Larry & Patricia Wilson       5/30 51 years 

Donations in March 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $4,043 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 4,498 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,668 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 4,375 

Month of March 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$6,474 $6,700 $5,914 $82,883 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 

Mother’s Day, May 9, is the day we recognize the women who have given us 

the best things in life:  their love, their care, and their cooking.  They taught us 

about hard-work, patience, humility, kindness, perseverance, tolerance, 

forgiveness and understanding - and how to have a lot of fun along the way.  

Life doesn’t come with a manual, it comes with a mother. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to these women.  They may not use the title mother or 

mom, but we know who those women are in our lives and know they make a 

difference. 

 

A special message to the mothers who are gone from our sight but never gone from our hearts and 

minds.  Happy Mother’s Day in heaven.  We love you. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Easter Sunday 2021 

Our Easter Sunday celebration this year:   

 No Sunrise Service. 

 For the second time in a while we had Children’s Time.  It was read by Emily Patton. 

 Cory Flowers ran the camera for Facebook Live. 

 Michelle and Ella Caudill sang “King of Kings” accompanied by Marc Serrano on guitar. 

 Mary Smith and Marty Ransdell played duets on the clavinova and organ:  “Christ the Lord is 

Risen Today”, “Thine Be the Glory”, and “Up from the Grave He Arose”. 

 Larry Miles was our greeter and usher. 

 The new projector lamp was not the correct one for our projector so we had no service 

information projected on the screen. 

 We had 77 in-person attendance - the highest we’ve had since we opened back up. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the service a success! 

(More photos on 

the next page) 



Easter Service Photos continued 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - April 2021 

newsletters.  This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some 

become difficult to find online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please 

feel free to ignore this. 

April 9:  Running case count in the US 31 million.  Running case count worldwide over 134 million. 

April 11: Running case count worldwide over 135 million. 

April 16:  Shawnee County mask mandate expired except for at the Shawnee County Jail and the 

Shawnee County Jail Health Department.  Private businesses could now decide on their own 

whether to require masks.  Masks still required within the city of Topeka. 

April 17:  Running case count worldwide over 140 million. 

April 24: Running case count in the US over 32 million.  Running case count worldwide over 145 

million. 

April 28:  Running case count in Kansas 308,510, including 4,978 deaths.  Kansas had a running 

case count of 302,372 including 4,913 deaths on March 31.  That means that in 4 weeks, Kansas 

had 6,138 new cases and 65 deaths, approximately back down to the rates last seen in May/June 

2020.  Shawnee County, with 296 new Covid-19 cases and 6 deaths April 1-27, is also back down 

to the rates last seen in May/June 2020.  817,810 Kansans (28.1%) are reported as having 

completed vaccine series, 1.1 million (38.1%) are reported as having received one dose.  Of 

those, 55,877 received the single-dose vaccine. (Source:  KDHE)   

Running case count in the US 32.18 million, including 573,452 deaths.  29.5% of Americans (98 

million) are reported as fully vaccinated, 43% are reported as having received one dose.  Of the 

142.7 million Americans who have received one dose, 8.1 million received the single-dose vaccine. 

(Source: CDC)   

Running case count worldwide 148.85 million, including 3.14 million deaths.   

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

pleasanthillumc.org 

Cover:  Some pics of Little Cuties in our church 2010-2020 

April 28, 2021  Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 9,181 1,397 1,701 1,227 17,312 678 

Covid death total+: 87 16 34 25 358 14 

Population*: 122,259 13,171 19,043 15,949 176,875 6,931 
+Case counts and death totals from KSNT.com   * estimated population on July 1, 2019 from census.gov 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
mailto:youth@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
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Livestream, Donations through PayPal, Facebook, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  No Facebook account needed.  If you want to watch it 

later, you can still go to the Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on 

“Worship” and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

We have a link button for donations in the bottom right corner on our Facebook Live page. 
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