
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

4525 NW Button Road,  

Topeka, KS  66618-2507 

(785) 246-1737   WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m., no reservation needed. 
 

Livestream Worship Service on Facebook 

Sundays 10 a.m.  

See last page for info on how to watch. 

7 youth and 2 adults went on a mission trip to Rapid City, South Dakota June 5-12. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/


Pastor’s Corner 

Greetings Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church! 

 

I am looking forward to worshipping with you on Sunday, July 

4th, and I am looking forward to meeting all of you!  Even though I have 

been serving in Topeka these past four years, I am also looking forward 

to learning about a different part of the city, and learning more about 

the amazing things God is doing through Pleasant Hill UMC.  I have 

known several of the youth from Pleasant Hill through serving at 

Institute, and they have always had amazing things to say about their 

home church! 

 

My husband and I live just north of Lawrence on ten acres, with a 

huge garden, a small flock of chickens, and two goats.  Because my husband works in Lawrence, 

and because a large garden takes years to cultivate, we will continue to live in our current home 

when I begin serving at Pleasant Hill.  But I want to assure you that the commute is no problem for 

me, and I will be present in Topeka for community activities on a regular basis. 

 

I also want everyone to know that my cell/home phone number has an 816 (Kansas City, 

Missouri) area code.  If you (like many people in the 21st century) do not answer phone calls from 

unknown numbers and area codes, please save my cell number in your phone now!  It is (816) 550-

0081.  If you are on a landline, my name should show up on caller ID.  When you are waiting for a 

phone call for pastoral care, I don't want you to accidentally screen out my number because of the 

non-Topeka area code.  If you have a prayer concern or need pastoral support for a minor issue, 

please try not to call me too late at night.  However, if you or a family member are having an 

emergency, please do not hesitate to call any time of day. 

 

I know that Pastor Jin served at Pleasant Hill for seven years - this is a long time in the UMC's 

system of itinerant clergy.  I also know that Pastor Jin and his family were well-loved by the 

congregation.  I want to name and honor that there is grief around Pastor Jin moving, and I hope to 

help make space for that grief in ways that are healthy and appropriate.  While I have no doubt that 

Pastor Jin and I will do many things differently, I will do my best to learn and adapt to what works 

best at Pleasant Hill.  Transitions are never easy, but I hope to make the transition as smooth as 

possible.  I look forward to getting to know all of you, and serving Christ alongside you. 

 

Blessings - Pastor Kara Eidson 



Capital Campaign Update 

 

We are nearing the halfway mark of our “All In” Capital Campaign with the goal of paying off our 

current mortgage debt and investing in the future growth of our church.  $177,564 was pledged for 

the campaign that started basically at the same time as the pandemic that disrupted our lives.  I’m 

happy to report that most pledges have kept up to date and we have also received support for the 

campaign from the congregation who didn’t pledge at the time but believe in our mission.  As of 

June 15 we are sitting right at 50% of goal which is amazing concerning the challenges!   

 

Now for even better news:  during our emotional last Sunday with Pastor Jin many milestones 

were mentioned that have occurred over the last seven years.  Included were the two Capital 

Campaigns (I’m In and the current All In) that have lowered our mortgage debt with the goal of 

being debt free.  With the reserve building fund (designated building fund money held in reserve in 

case we needed it to help pay the mortgage in lean times) it was mentioned that we were within 

approximately $5,500 of paying off the mortgage.  Following service I was approached by a 

generous donor who told me they wanted to write a check right there and then to pay off the 

mortgage!  This person felt (as we all should) that Pastor Jin had worked so hard on the campaigns 

plus everything else within the church that we should honor his legacy with having Pleasant Hill 

United Methodist become debt free during his time here.  On Tuesday, June 15 the mortgage 

balance was paid in full and we are officially debt free! 

 

Now we continue our “All In” Capital Campaign until January 1, 2023 with the vision of where we 

go from here.  All designated building funds received will be held for our next vision.  Could it be a 

dedicated sanctuary?  New classrooms?  That would be something the congregation would decide.  

It has been proven that a church that is stagnant with no growth vision withers.  Let’s keep the fruit 

fresh on the vine by continuing to uphold our pledges and building fund gifts to “All In”.  We have 

done, and will continue to do, amazing things at PHUMC. 

 

In His love, 

Daryl Jepson,  

Capital Campaign Chair 

Worship Services, Capital Campaign Update 

On June 9, PHUMC Administrative Council 

voted to relax mask rules to “Masks are still 

recommended for unvaccinated or vulnerable 

individuals.  Remember, children under 12 

cannot be vaccinated.” 

The office will be closed July 5. 

July 4 is Pastor Kara’s first Sunday at PHUMC. 

Two ways to attend Worship Services 

 

We have in-person worship at 10 a.m. on 

Sundays.  We also livestream the service on 

Facebook.  You are welcome to attend 

either way.  If you miss it Sunday morning, 

you can watch the service later on 

Facebook.  See the back page for details. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Dave Perkins       Randy Frederick  

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

You have an opportunity every day to make a 

difference in someone else’s life.  Have you 

found your opportunity today?  

Passings, Thanks, Vacation Bible School, Guest Speaker 

Thank you for all the prayers, gifts, love, and 

care for our family over the past seven years.  

We have loved being a part of your families.  

We pray for blessings for all of you. 

Jin, Sun, Grace, Andrew, Yul 

Thanks for all the prayers, calls, cards, 

food and help with transportation after 

my knee surgery and Bruce's procedures.  

We are blessed to have a church that is 

willing to help folks when in need.  We 

hope that in the near future we will be 

able to come back to church. 

Linda and Bruce Lanning 

Thank you everyone for the prayers and positive 

thoughts. They are a comfort. Surgery was a 

little more extensive than expected, however I 

know the doctor did what was necessary. I’m 

ready to take on the next phase of the process 

with Jesus holding my hand all the time. 

Thank you,  

Linda Smith 

Randall Hodgkinson, 

Lay Servant, was 

our guest speaker 

on June 20.  He brought us the message “The 

Only Thing We Have To Fear Is Fear Itself”. 

Adult Sunday School 9 a.m. 

Gary Slimmer leads an adult Sunday 

School class in room 201 (SW corner of 

the sanctuary, a.k.a. the Cry Room) at 

9 a.m. on Sundays.  All are welcome. 

Youth Group is open to  

everyone in grades 7-12! 

Contact Michelle,  

youth@pleasanthillumc.org,  

for meeting information. 

Vacation Bible School 

July 19-23 

Mark your calendar!  Join us and discover (or 

be reminded) that you are priceless to God. 

Registration link at www.pleasanthillumc.org 

or register in the foyer. 



Angel Awards Scholarship Program 

Angel Awards Scholarship Program 

By Dave Neiman, Scholarship Committee Member 

 

We are very excited to announce a brand new program called the Angel Awards.  Angel Awards is a 

scholarship program to help PHUMC members and their relatives pay for continuing education.  The 

student must have been accepted to attend a college, university, or technical school in the fall of 

2021.  That includes recent high school graduates as well as those already attending institutions of 

higher education. 
 

The initial awards this year were made possible by a generous donation from Ed Bozarth Chevrolet.  

ADCO has committed to make these awards an annual event.  Along with ADCO’s support, we 

encourage you to consider making donations and memorial contributions to this worthy cause.  
 

Funds currently available will allow us to recognize up to two individuals, each receiving up to $500.   

Application forms with all requirements are available in the office, see Deb. 

 

Dates to remember: 

 Friday July 16 - deadline for a hard copy of the application to be RECEIVED at the church office 

 Sunday August 1 - tentative date to announce recipients at church 

We have asked three individuals WHO ARE NOT A PART OF PHUMC to act as our selection 

committee.  Applicant names will be redacted from the applications to assure an impartial selection 

process. 

Drive-In Movie 

 

June 18 was Drive-In Movie 

night at PHUMC.  Several 

people braved the forecast 

for rain and showed up to 

enjoy the movie “Hoot”. 



Scholarship Application 

Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church   

Angel Awards 

 

Applicant Information  

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone _____________________________ Cell Phone ____________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name(s) _________________________________________________________________ 

Relation to PHUMC (who is the active member - self, parent, grandparent, etc) _______________________ 

Current educational status _________________________________________________________________ 

Most recent GPA ________________________________________________________________________ 

Educational institution you have been accepted to attend ________________________________________ 

Church Involvement - Identify areas in which you have been active in your church. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Service activities outside of your church 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attach letter of recommendation from non-family member 

 

By this application, I authorize the PHUMC Scholarship Committee to verify my GPA, credits and class load. 

 

Applicant Signature ____________________________________ 

 

TO BE COMPLETED BY CHURCH OFFICIAL 

 

Date Received by PHUMC_________________  Received by _____________________________________ 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Donations, Addresses, Breakfast 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Marilyn Colhouer 7/6 

Serenah Saulsbury 7/6 

Daryl Jepson 7/9 

C. J. Flowers 7/10 

Jim Boughn 7/11 

Jenny Christman 7/11 

Barrett Fry 7/18 

Elaine Worden 7/19 

Josephine Mauk 7/23 

Joy Jepson 7/25 

Alfred Mannell 7/26 

Brian Smith 7/29 

Randy McKinney 7/30 

Patricia Wilson 7/31 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Tommy & Audrey Blades      7/1 26 years 

Rick & Heather Strobel      7/1 19 years 

Kyle & Kendra Cochran      7/12 18 years 

Steve & Mary Boyles         7/30 44 years 

Help your favorite local non-profit(s):   

 

Ed Bozarth Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac will be giving away 2 weekly winners for $500 each 

through the summer -- to your favorite charity or non-profit.  Individuals need to go to the main 

new car showroom and fill out their drawing slip.  Very simple and straightforward.  Drawings will be 

held on every Friday.  You will be asked on the slip name, address, phone, email, and charity of 

choice.  Just an outside-the-box way to contribute to the community at large.  Folks can enter daily, 

weekly, whatever... but must do it in person. 
 

When you stop in to fill out the drawing slip, don’t forget to say Hiya to Kevin Feleay! 

Pastor Jin and family have moved!   
 

Jin Cho & Sun Kim 

Grace, Andrew, Yul 

3106 Pinnacle Lane 

Pittsburg, KS  66762 

RevJinCho@yahoo.com 

Their phone numbers have not changed. 

Pastor Kara’s address: 
 

Kara Eidson & Mike Lee 

17290 246th St 

Tonganoxie, KS  66086 

816-550-0081 

You are always invited to contact the office with joys and 

concerns during the week  

(phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737). 

If a joy or concern comes up Friday afternoon or over the 

weekend, you are welcome to text Mary Smith, our 

Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, at 785-640-1286. 

Pleasant Hill Retirees Breakfast 

 

We invite all Pleasant Hill retirees -and anyone else 

who is interested- to join us for breakfast the 1st 

Thursday of each month at the Perkins Restaurant at 

8:30 a.m.  Come and enjoy a good breakfast and lots 

of fellowship.  All are welcome.  For information, 

contact Dorothy Holt at (785) 246-1466. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Memorial Garden 

Memorial Garden, an Eagle Scout Project 

 

First the existing boxwood bushes were transplanted to around the trash 

can enclosure.  Next the top several inches of soil and grass were 

removed.  Then it was time to mark the layout, lay out the plants, install 

the edging, and dig, dig, dig!  It rained after the plants were all planted.  

Once it had a chance to dry out a bit, the arbor was reinstalled and the 

edging for the path was installed.  Mulch was spread around the plants 

and gravel in the path.  Two benches were made from concrete and 

treated lumber and installed in the garden.  The planting and mulching 

were completed May 26-28.  The benches were installed June 3.  Funds 

for the project came from memorials to Alvin Tefft and Ann Miles. 

It turned out very beautiful.  It will 

be even more beautiful as time 

passes and the plants grow and 

spread and bloom even more. 

Sam Feleay’s Eagle Scout project involved a lot of labor from Sam and a lot of his family and friends. 



What a trip!!!!!! 

 

The youth mission trip to South 

Dakota was amazing.  From the car 

rides to the sleeping with no air 

conditioning to meeting awesome 

people from the area.   

 

Thank you so much for your 

prayers and financial support so 

these 7 youth were able to 

experience Christ in so many ways! 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Michelle 

Youth Director 

Mission Trip 

The youth who went on the mission trip shared photos and stories of the trip during the June 27 

worship service.  Sam Feleay, center, gave the sermon “Go and Do Likewise”. 



Use what talent you possess; 

the woods would be very silent 

if no birds sang except those 

that sang best. 

 – Henry Van Dyke 

Electricity in the Garage, Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Kara, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

pleasanthillumc.org 

Cover:  Pictures from the Youth Mission Trip June 5-12, 2021 

Do what you feel in your heart 

to be right - for you’ll be 

criticized anyway. 

 – Eleanor Roosevelt 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - June 2021 

newsletters.  This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some 

become difficult to find online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please 

feel free to ignore this. 

June 9:  PHUMC Administrative Council voted to relax mask rules to “Masks are still recommended 

for unvaccinated or vulnerable individuals.  Remember, children under 12 cannot be vaccinated.” 

June 15:  Kansas’ state of emergency for the coronavirus pandemic expired. 

June 23:  Running case count in Kansas 317,017, including 5,139 deaths.  Running case count in 

the US 33.57 million, including 602,656 deaths.  Running case count worldwide 179.32 million, 

including 3.88 million deaths.  

June 23, 2021  Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 9,376 1,416 1,754 1,266 17,682 689 

Covid death total+: 85 16 38 26 369 14 

Population*: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 

+Case counts and death totals from KSNT.com              * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

Update:  Lights have 

been installed in the 

garage and the 

electricity has been 

fully hooked up.  

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
mailto:youth@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:praise@pleasanthillumc.org


Livestream, Donations through PayPal, Facebook, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  No Facebook account needed.  If you want to watch it 

later, you can still go to the Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on 

“Worship” and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 

We have a link button for donations in the bottom right corner on our Facebook Live page. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
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