
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

4525 NW Button Road,  

Topeka, KS  66618-2507 

(785) 246-1737   WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m.  Masks are required. 

See last page for information on how to 

watch our service online. 

The youth spent an August afternoon helping Dorothy 

beautify her lawn.  We (the youth) truly enjoy helping 

others.  If there is ever a need just ask, we are happy to 

help.  It’s a mission that we want to provide. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Pastor’s Corner 

     As we head into the month of September, I continue loving the 

opportunity to better know the people of Pleasant Hill.  I would like to 

remind the community that if you ever want to set up a time to meet 

with me, all you need to do is ask! 

 

     In consultation with several church leaders who would love to see 

more Bible study offered at our church, I will be offering Disciple Bible 

Study during the upcoming year.  If you have interest in participating, 

please call or email me.  I will then put together a poll for those who are 

interested to determine the day and time that works best for the group 

to meet.  Disciple Bible Study is where I first recognized my own call to 

professional ministry.  While most people may not be called to the pastorate, I know that God will 

work deeply in the lives of those who embark on this scriptural and spiritual journey.  While I don’t 

know this for certain, we most likely will meet on Zoom—this can solve the church’s long dilemma of 

trying to accommodate those who do not drive after dark while also accommodating those who still 

work during the daytime.  If we meet on Zoom, we also will never be at risk of having to change our 

plans due to any wrenches that COVID might throw.  Another advantage is that our young members 

who are away for school will have the option to participate. 

 

As we continue with our “Unraveled” worship series, I hope that you are participating with our 

“prayer strips.” Each week, people are invited to pick up a strip of fabric at church and use it during 

prayer time throughout the week, even write or draw on it, and bring it back the following week.  

These prayer strips will be woven together in celebration of God’s ability to weave us back together 

when we feel unraveled.  We will eventually have a large woven piece of a multitude of prayers 

from our community. 

 

I am incredibly grateful to be the pastor at Pleasant Hill UMC, and I am excited about what God 

has done and will continue to do through our church! 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kara Eidson 

You are always invited to contact the office with joys and 

concerns during the week  

(phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737). 

If a joy or concern comes up Friday afternoon or over the 

weekend, you are welcome to text Mary Smith, our 

Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, at 785-640-1286. 



Face Coverings Required, Youth Group, Disciple, Food Drive, Sermon by Phone 

Pleasant Hill now offers Sermon By Phone.  If computers or 

Facebook just aren't for you, or if you have a bad internet 

connection in your home, you have the option to worship by 

calling this local phone number: 785-246-5691 and listening to 

the scripture and sermon from the most recent Sunday.  We 

wanted to make this option available for members who are 

homebound, as well as for those who are unable to come to 

church during the ongoing pandemic. 

Mark your calendars 

for Trunk or Treat, 

October 31. 

Important YOUTH GROUP Announcement!!!!! 

 

Beginning September 12th Youth Group meeting time will change to 

11:30-1:30 on Sundays.   We will start with a light lunch and begin our actual 

meeting at noon.  I will be asking church members and families to donate our 

meals, there will be a sign up sheet. 

 

This change will allow kids to have the afternoon and evening for school 

work and family activities.  I would like to try for 2 months and re-evaluate. 
 

Michelle, Youth Director  

Pastor Kara will be offering Disciple Bible Study.  If you are interested in participating, call or 

email Pastor Kara (816-550-0891, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org.)  She plans to contact those 

interested to see what day/time might work best. 

Mission Committee News 

 

Rock Chalk Socks:  The Mission Committee collected 

socks and underwear for the Logan Community Resource 

room in August.  KU supporters brought 185 pairs of 

socks and K-State supporters brought 107 pairs of 

underwear.  The lady at Logan Elementary School who accepted these said “These are like gold”.  

All the contributions are greatly appreciated. 

 

The next project will be our last Food Drive for the Topeka 

Rescue Mission this year.  Non-perishable food will 

be collected on September 12 & 19. 

 
For those who like to plan a little further ahead, the Mission Committee will put 

together 50 “Bags of Hope” for the Topeka Rescue Mission in December.   



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Virginia Webb       Suzanne Sawyer Burris       Frances Kirkham        

Bill Watson       Geraldine Schmelzle  

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Thanks 

A big thank you to PHUMC Youth 

Group.  They took time out of their 

Sunday to clean my yard up and did a 

great job!  Pulling weeds, hauling tree 

limbs, getting rid of little saplings is no 

fun, but I heard no complaints.  We 

can all be proud of our PH youth, they 

are special people because of special 

parents. 

Extra thank you to Michelle Caudill 

and Shawn Herrick. 

Dorothy Tefft 

To the Pleasant Hill United Methodist 

Church family, 

Thank you so much for the kind words 

in the beautiful card that you sent to 

our family.  Your prayers are lovingly 

accepted. 

I was so happy I was able to bring 

mom (Helen Matson) to church a week 

and a half before she passed and I 

want to thank all who came up to 

greet her.  She really enjoyed that and 

was so happy the whole day.  Her 

church family really meant a lot to 

her and to dad.  And thank you to all 

the individuals who kept in touch with 

her while she was in the nursing home. 

Sincerely,  
Marcia Fish  

(Wayne & Helen’s #3 child) 

About a dozen folks weeded, cleaned drains and 

trimmed the tough spots around our church on 

August 22.  Thank you, friends! 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Gift Cards 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Kevin McDowell 9/5 

Sandy Old 9/6 

Carmen Sellens 9/6 

Mark Searles 9/7 

Lindsey Smith 9/7 

Ron Griffiths 9/8 

Dennis Shepherd 9/8 

Tenley Walder 9/8 

Ami Strickert 9/9 

Megan Strobel 9/9 

Caleb Wilson 9/11 

Tommy Blades 9/14 

Brinley Cochran 9/14 

Karen Domer 9/14 

Emily Patton 9/14 

Jim Wright 9/14 

Matt Walder 9/15 

Brady Marteney 9/19 

Deb Mannell 9/21 

Jay Christman 9/27 

Jolene Flowers 9/27 

Sue Searles 9/28 

Kay Crowder 9/30 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Mike & Mary Neely              9/4 45 years 

Marc & Jammie Serrano      9/13  

Denis & Val Warkentine      9/13 34 years 

Matt & Pam Walder            9/20 13 years 

We have hundreds of cards available through our Gift Card program at church.  The church 

receives a percentage, usually 3 - 8% profit, depending on the card purchased.   

 

We have plastic gift cards available in the church office for many retailers and restaurants, such as:  

Academy Sports, Amazon, Home Depot, HyVee, Penney’s, Menard’s, Target, Walmart,  

Buffalo Wild Wings, I Hop, Longhorn, Red Lobster, Sonic, Starbucks. Subway, Taco Bell. 

And, coming soon, we will have cards for Casey’s. 

 

Most of our cards are in $10 and $25 increments, but we can order larger amounts, and sometimes 

we can order $5 cards.  Call the church office (785-246-1737) to see if we have the plastic cards 

you want.  If we don’t have the plastic cards you want, there are hundreds we can order.  It usually 

takes about a week to get plastic cards in once they are ordered.  Many cards can also be ordered 

as ecards:  computer-generated gift cards with a number to be used at the merchant establishment.  

Ecards can be available within a few minutes or within a day.   

 

Whether plastic or ecards, the cards are sold at face value, so $10 for a $10 card, $25 for a $25 

card, etc. and can be ordered by calling the church office or Mary Smith (785-640-1286).  Gift cards 

are an easy way to keep personal information safe while shopping as well as an easy way to help 

the church financially. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Photos, Financial Update 

   Financial Update 
 

2021 Jan Feb Mar April May June July 

General Fund Receipts $9,521 $19,209 $8,566 $11,788 $10,337 $6,860 $9,127 

General Fund Expenses 15,475 13,725 14,238 12,526 15,849 15,364 14,241 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 

2020 Jan Feb Mar April May June July 

General Fund Receipts $21,626 $14,381 $16,942 $10,018 $21,905 $11,249 $9,201 

General Fund Expenses 14,951 15,427 14,835 12,299 13,181 12,645 14,229 

For comparison, here is the same period of last year: 

Sam Feleay brought 

the message 

“Unraveled:  

Zacchaeus” on 

Sunday, August 29. 

Youth Group was invited 

to the Pattons’ for a pool 

party on August 1.  A 

dozen members attended 

and had a good time.  

The Adult Bell 

Choir began 

rehearsing again 

in August.  They 

have bells as well as their new melody chimes.  

We look forward to their first performance! 



Fall Fling 

Thank you to everyone who came out to Pleasant Hill’s first Fall Fling!  We enjoyed a ballpark 

style picnic on the church lawn with hot dogs and chips.  The youth participated in a Twister 

tournament with Twister boards that had been spray painted on the grass.  We played “Stump the 

Pastor”, asking Pastor Kara a barrage of questions about the Bible and United Methodist doctrine.  

(For those keeping track, she was officially "stumped" twice!)  We finished the evening with an 

intergenerational tournament of “Rock, Paper, Scissors.” 



Celebrate! 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Sam & Danette Martin have been blessed this summer with two new granddaughters.  Gianna 

Martin was born June 2.  Riley Portmann was born July 26.  Both are doing great! 

 The inaugural Angel Award Scholarships were given 

out on August 1.  Ella Caudill and Sam Feleay each 

received $500 scholarships.  Congrats! 

 Tenley Walder competed in the Junior Olympics in 

early August.  In the 3000m she was ranked 32nd 

in the nation.  After running her personal best of 

12:49.19, she is ranked 16th out of 34 girls.  In the 

1500m she was ranked 58th in the nation.  After 

running another personal best of 6:00.59, she is 

ranked 38th 

out of 64 girls.  

Congrats! 

Even though she didn't earn a medal, she had a great time 

traveling to Houston, going to Galveston, getting to go to 

the Space Center, meeting new friends and just learning so 

much about track and field. She knows now what to expect 

and she has BIG goals for next year.  



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Kara, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

pleasanthillumc.org 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - August 2021 

newsletters.  This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some 

become difficult to find online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please 

feel free to ignore this. 

August 1:  Running case count in the US over 35 million. 

August 4:  Running case count worldwide over 200 million. 

August 15-16:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 20,000.  Running case count in Kansas 

over 350,000. 

August 19:  Shawnee County Commissioners approved a 7-day Emergency Disaster Declaration.  

The previous disaster declaration ended in June.  US health officials announced plans for booster 

Covid-19 shots to be given 8 months after the second shot of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. 

August 23:  The FDA approved the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine (now called Comirnaty) for 

people 16 years and older.  It is still available to those aged 12-15 through its emergency use 

authorization. 

August 26:  Shawnee County Commissioners voted to extend the Emergency Disaster Declaration to 

the end of October. 

August 28:  Running case count worldwide over 215 million. 

August 30:  Running case count in Kansas 368,976 including 5,557 deaths. 

August 31:  Running case count in the US 39 million including 639,221 deaths.  Running case count 

worldwide 217.38 million including 4.5 million deaths. 

August 31, 2021  Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 10,719 1,680 2,076 1,559 21,452 825 

Covid death total+: 89 18 42 28 397 16 

Population*: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 

+ Case counts and death totals from KSNT.com              * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
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Watch Online, Donate through PayPal, Drop-off, or by Mail 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for 

General Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

 
 

You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations to the church: 

Pleasant Hill UMC,  

4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the Sunday morning service online, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  A link to our Facebook page is here on our website 

www.pleasanthillumc.org.  It is not necessary to have a Facebook account.  You can go to the 

Facebook page and find it or, later in the week, you can start from our website, click on “Worship” 

and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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