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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

I hope that you are staying warm in our suddenly cold weather.  On 

Wednesday of this week, Yul brought home a little yellow tiger doll from 

school that he bought with his Cardinal cash (a kind of cash that can be 

earned and used in his school.)  I could see how proud he was of himself 

for earning enough Cardinal cash to buy it as I watched him playing with 

the toy joyfully.  I asked him the name of the tiger doll.  Yul replied, “It 

has no name.”  So I said, “What about Yelti, because it is a yellow tiger.”  

As soon as he heard me, Yul’s eyes got so big and his jaw dropped.  And 

then he said, “I’m offended.”  “What!?  In what point?”, I asked in 

confusion.  Yul explained why, “You called my tiger by his skin color.  

That is not right!”  It is obvious that the teachers at West Indianola have done a great job educating 

about this matter.  Thank you teachers!  Anyway, I wanted to defend myself because that was not 

my intention.  However, I apologized instead because I knew that was the right thing to do. 

  

Sometimes we see situations from our own viewpoint and miss the feelings of others who are 

offended by our words and actions.  Sometimes we ignore others’ hurt feelings because we believe 

that it was not our intention to hurt them.  Sometimes we don’t give much attention to their broken 

hearts because their voices are too small.  In the Gospel, we witness Jesus visiting those who were 

offended, whose hurt feelings are ignored, and whose voices are not heard.  Jesus says, “If you love 

only those who love you, what reward do you have?  Don’t even the tax collectors do the same?  

And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing?  Don’t even the Gentiles 

do the same?”  (Matthew 5:46-47 CEB)  As Children of God, God calls us to visit those people and 

hear their voices.  Jesus asks us to witness their hurt feelings and to put ourselves in their shoes. 

  

As Christians, we are encouraged to pay attention to those who are offended by some of our 

traditions and systems that are not fitting and working in the present culture.  Maybe most of us 

never feel offended or notice any problem, and that is maybe because we have benefited from the 

traditions and systems.  No one wants to give away what they have, but our Lord, Jesus, gave us 

everything including His life.  Maybe we cannot be exactly like Jesus, but at least we can be more 

like Jesus.  As we have entered the cold weather season, let us be more considerate of the feelings 

of those who need more warmth of love and care from us. 

  

Looking forward to seeing you in service in person and through Facebook Live, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

Worship Services 

While we continue streaming our worship service on Facebook Live, we also have the church open 

for in-person worship on Sunday mornings.  Reservations are not necessary.  Temperatures will be 

taken prior to entering the sanctuary.  Social distancing and masks are required.  



Advent Study, Office Hours, Breakfast, Youth Group, Bags of Hope 

You are always invited to contact the office (phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737) with joys 

and concerns during the week.   If a joy or concern comes up Friday afternoon or over the 

weekend, please text Mary Smith, our Congregational Care Ministry Coordinator, at 785-640-1286. 

Youth Group 

Sundays at the church, 4:30-6pm. (Excluding 

holiday weekends).  Mask are required!   

7th-12th grade welcome!!!!! 

Temporary  

Office Hours Change 

For the remainder of this year, the 

office will be closed on Mondays and 

Tuesdays.  You are still welcome to 

email or leave messages, just know 

they will not be retrieved until 

Wednesdays.  Please note, the office 

will be closed November 26 and 27 

for Thanksgiving and the day after. 

Pleasant Hill Retirees Breakfast 

We invite all Pleasant Hill retirees -and anyone 

else who is interested- to join us for breakfast 

the 1st Thursday of each month at the Perkins 

Restaurant at 8:30 a.m.  Come and enjoy a 

good breakfast and lots of fellowship.  All are 

welcome.  For information, contact Dorothy 

Holt at (785) 246-1466. 

Our Christmas Project will be Bags Of Hope 

again this year.  Our goal is to fill 50 shopping 

bags with toiletries, snack foods, towels, gift 

cards, face masks, etc.  The Topeka Rescue 

Mission will distribute the bags to homeless folks 

in our city.  Starting on November 29 and 

continuing through most of the month of 

December, red shopping bags will be available to 

fill with donated items.  Monetary donations will be accepted and we will purchase items for you.  

We will collect donations from November 29 to December 20.  We encourage Christmas cards with 

handwritten notes.  Statistics show that most homeless people have lost relationships and feel 

unloved.  This has been a hard year for everyone, especially folks who have so little.  Thank you for 

sharing in this ministry. 

Advent Study 

You are invited to join Pastor Jin (in 

person or by Zoom) for an Advent study 

6-7 p.m. on Mondays November 30-

December 21 on the book Incarnation: 

Rediscovering the Significance of 

Christmas by Adam Hamilton.  Learn the 

meaning behind the names of Christ and 

the difference He makes in our lives this Christmas.  

Contact Deb in the office for more information. 

Gift Cards are still available from the church office.  Call to see if we have what you want or to 

place an order for specific cards. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Piecing Love and Warmth News, Trunk ‘r Treat 

Good News from Piecing Love and Warmth 
 

Greetings faithful church family.  Piecing Love and Warmth blanket project has continued to keep 

busy making blankets even in our current Covid situation. The sewing sisters have made several 

boxes of blankets from their homes.  Plus, we have had donations of gloves, ear warmers, scarves, 

and hats.  Praise be to our heavenly Father.   

 

This year we will not be delivering blankets to the Kansas City Public School McKinney-Vento 

program.  It is with great excitement that I announce a partnership has been established with the 

Topeka 501 School McKinney-Vento program.  There are 400-600 homeless students serviced 

through the 501 system.  Leslie Carr is the administrator of the program which oversees 80 

counselors throughout the district.  Each school reports their need and Leslie then organizes 

supplies and help.  They do have a resource room where families can go and access needed items.    

Leslie and I are extremely excited to meet on October 13 for our first delivery of blankets.   

As always, I would like to thank everyone for their donations and support of our mission.  We could 

not do what we do without your help.   If anyone is interested in tying blankets or making some 

from home, please contact Barb Hanson or me, Debbie Taylor, for more information.   

 

Our needs for this coming year will be sheets, fleece (at least 1 ½ yard pieces), thread, cotton 

fabric (1 ½ yard and up) batting by the package or roll, and small fleece blankets to serve as 

backing or filler.   

 

Thank you once again for all your support of this mission.   

Debbie Taylor 

 

Total donation:  74 homemade ear warmers, 22 pair of gloves, 10 scarves, 20 hats, and 213 

blankets. 

 

Huge thank you to Carrie Herrmann, Shannon Nease and Marty Ransdell for their ear warmer, 

glove, scarf, and hat donations.   

 

Quote from Leslie Carr, Administrator of the McKenny -Vento 501 School District,  “WOW!  I cannot 

believe that that was a "small" donation.  I came in and saw the boxes and it was like Christmas.  

It's so wonderful to have these to offer to our homeless students before the weather turns.  I have 

set aside some of the fleece tie blankets for our littles who are living at the mission, but otherwise, 

the social workers are shopping and running them to families now.  I can't say thank you enough 

and I will certainly stay in touch.  Please let your team know how remarkable they all are!” 

Look for pictures on our Facebook page and in the next newsletter. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Kay Calhoon       Paul Krogman       Michael Lanning        

Wayne Matson       Elsie Schmidt       Peggy Snook 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Harvest of Blessings 

Harvest of Blessings Offering November 22 

By Linda Smith 
 

2020 has been an unusual year to say the least but through all of the unknowns one thing has 

remained steadfast, the presence of God’s goodness and blessings.  

 

The annual Harvest of Blessing offering will be November 22.  This is a time for us to recognize and 

give thanks for the blessings the Lord has given us. The recipients of the special offering will be 

announced. 

 

A few of our church blessings are listed below.  There are many personal blessings that we can add 

to our own lists. 

 No one in the immediate church family has contracted COVID-19. 

 The church leadership team guiding us through this time has found ways for us to worship 

remotely. 

 The technology team skillfully set-up and enabled our weekly Sunday worship. 

 The Praise Band will be back at the church singing in person mid-November. 

 Pastor Jin’s spiritual leadership through weekly letters, comforting worship services and sermons, 

and virtual bible studies has given us strength. 

 The Piecing Love and Warmth blankets group continued their efforts and delivered over 200 

blankets, hats and gloves to Topeka 501 School McKinney-Vento program. 

 The Mission Committee held food and coat drives helping the needy in our community. 

 

God recognizes our gifts and rewards us with even more blessings.  Apostle Paul explained this in 

his letter to the new Christians in Corinth, Greece.  2 Corinthians 9:10 Now he who supplies seed to 

the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness.  
 

Remember, look for the blessings in each day.  God’s goodness is all around. 

 

If not attending church on November 22, offerings may be sent to the church office or online 

through PayPal by going to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and clicking on “Donate.” 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

pleasanthillumc.org
http://pleasanthillumc.org/donate/


Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Guest Speaker, Staff 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Kenny Saulsbury     11/2 

Billie Winsor           11/9 

Thera Boyles         11/10 

Joy Chapman        11/10 

Betty Domer         11/10 

Austin Marteney    11/11 

Glen Smith             11/13 

Brent Unruh           11/16 

Shirley Slimmer      11/18 

Kristy Richards       11/19 

Jammie Serrano     11/21 

Larry Miles             11/22 

Terri Godbout           11/24 

Larry Wilson             11/24 

Murel Brandenburgh  11/26 

Don Old                   11/27 

RE Henley                11/29 

Kerry Lovewell          11/29 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

RE & Roberta Henley            11/8 57 years 

Gregg & Roxann Williams     11/12 33 years 

Steve & Gita Noble              11/25 20 years 

Rick & Mary Colton             11/30 57 years 

Larry & Barbara Hanson      11/30 57 years 

Received in September 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $3,934 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 3,890 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,705 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 2,575 

Month of September 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$4,715 $6,700 $6,230 $125,933 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Wednesday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

except holiday weeks 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover:  Some veterans connected with our church 

Kristy Richards 

was our guest 

speaker on October 25 with her message 

“Power in the Word"  

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-Oct newsletters.  This 

is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some become difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Sept 30:  Running case count in Shawnee County 2,776, including 32 deaths and 2,466 recovered.  

Running case count in Kansas 59,749, including 678 deaths and an estimated 45,299 recovered.  

Running case count in the US just shy of 7.2 million, including 206,351 deaths and over 2.8 million 

recovered.  Running case count worldwide just shy of 33.75 million, including 1,009,593 deaths 

and nearly 23.5 million recovered. 

Oct 7:  Running case count in Shawnee County 2,975.  Running case count in Kansas over 63,900, 

Running case count in the US over 7.5 million.  Running case count worldwide over 36 million. 

Oct 8/9:  Running case count in Shawnee County 3,020, including 60 deaths.  26 of those were 

deaths Shawnee County added based on results of an investigation into reporting processes.  

Running case count in Kansas over 65,800, including 763 deaths.  Some of the 40 deaths Kansas 

added were based on results of a review of the Office of Vital Statistics.  

Oct 13/14:  Running case count in Kansas over 69,000, including 838 deaths and estimated 

recoveries of over 53,000.  Running case count worldwide over 38 million, including more than 

26.3 million recovered. 

Oct 16:  Running case count in the US over 8 million.  

Oct 19:  Running case count worldwide over 40 million. 

Oct 24:  Running case count in the US over 8.5 million. 

Oct 28/29:  Running case count in Shawnee County 3,609, including 82 deaths and at least 3,125 

recovered.  Running case count in Kansas 82,045, including 1,007 deaths and over 62,000 

recovered.  Running case count in the US 8,881,000, including 227,968 deaths and over 3.5 

million recovered.  Running case count worldwide 44.68 million, including 1.17 million deaths and 

over 30.1 million recovered. 

Coronavirus cases surged in October in the US and also in Brazil and across Europe. 

The US still has the highest running case count of any country, but India is close at 8 million cases, 

including 120,527 deaths.  Brazil is third with nearly 5.5 million cases, including 158,456 deaths.   

In Europe, France has seen 1.28 million cases, Spain 1.13 million cases, the UK 945,384 cases, and 

Italy 616,595 cases.  The UK has had 45,765 deaths from Covid-19, Italy 38,122 deaths, France 

35,823 deaths, and Spain 35,466 deaths.   

Estimated populations of the countries listed:  India 1.98 billion, US 331 million, Brazil 212.5 million, 

the UK 67.8 million, France 65 million, Italy 60.4 million, Spain 46.7 million. 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).   (For the next few 

weeks it will also have a button for Harvest of Blessings.) 
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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