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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 
 

Happy Thanksgiving!  What a different Thanksgiving we have this 

year.  To protect each other, I believe that many families will have just a 

small Thanksgiving gathering.  Many of us are not used to this new way 

of celebrating the day of being thankful.  Yet, I consider this a wonderful 

opportunity to think about what blessings we have received from God.  

Because we cannot enjoy things in the way we used to, we realize what 

we called normal was such a blessing.  As we miss those normal things 

like shaking hands, giving hugs, visiting favorite places without worry, in-

person worship, Thanksgiving or Christmas gatherings, we are reminded 

that every small thing we can do is something we should be thankful for.  

I believe that is why Paul says, “Give thanks in all circumstances.” (Thessalonians 5:16 NIV)  As you 

observe Thanksgiving this year, I hope that you are able to find many small things for which you are 

grateful to God. 
 

This year the Sunday after Thanksgiving is the 1st Sunday of Advent.  This Advent season and 

Christmas Eve service will be different as well.  Yet, it can be more meaningful if you participate in 

fun plans that our church is working on.  We ask you to send a Christmas card to church.  I mean a 

real, physical Christmas card.  Please don’t forget to write a short message as well because I will 

share the message with the congregation during Christmas Eve service.  If you have a family picture 

for your Christmas card, please send us the picture as well, so we can share it onscreen during 

worship.  If you are comfortable sharing a video, we encourage you to record yourself sharing your 

thoughts about what Christmas is about to you.  If you send it, we will use it to make our Advent 

more personal and meaningful.  We will have an Advent Bible study through Zoom.  Please consider 

joining and being connected with others.  It is all about learning and having a fun time.  Every 

Wednesday during December, at 6:30 p.m., I will offer a short Facebook Live to meditate on the 

Advent meaning of each week.  It will be a good way for you to observe the Advent season and 

prepare for Christmas.  Everything our church offers is to make stronger connections during this 

very different Christmas.  We want to help your Advent season and Christmas to be meaningful, so 

please consider participating in those events coming soon.  Please know that I always pray for your 

safety.  I am so thankful that I have you who think of and pray for my family and me. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving, 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

Worship Services, 10 a.m. Sundays 
 

While we continue streaming our worship service on Facebook Live, we also have the church open 

for in-person worship on Sunday mornings.  Reservations are not necessary.  Temperatures will be 

taken prior to entering the sanctuary.  Social distancing and masks are required.  



Christmas Services, Advent meditation, Youth Group, Bags of Hope, Advent Box 

Bags Of Hope is our Mission Committee 

Christmas Project this year.  Our goal is to fill 50 

shopping bags with toiletries, snack foods, towels, 

gift cards, face masks, etc.  The Topeka Rescue 

Mission will distribute the bags to homeless folks 

in our city.  Donations will be accepted through 

December 20.  You are invited to bring donations 

during office hours or on Sunday mornings.  

Monetary donations will be accepted and we will 

purchase items for you.  We encourage Christmas cards with handwritten notes.  Statistics show 

that most homeless people have lost relationships and feel unloved.  This has been a hard year for 

everyone, especially folks who have so little.  Thank you for sharing in this ministry. 

Youth Group 

Sundays December 6, 13, and 27 by Zoom,  

4-6 p.m.  7th-12th grade welcome!!!!! 

Our Fellowship Committee invites you to start a new giving-back 

family tradition this Advent season with a Reverse Advent Box:  

Wrap a large box with Christmas wrap, leave the top open, place 

it by your Christmas tree, and each day add an item to the box 

from the list.  Once the box is full, bring it to church and it will be 

donated to the Fellowship and Faith food pantry.  Make this a 

family event by having your children or grandchildren add the 

items to the box and then counting off the days until Christmas by 

checking the donated item off the list while focusing on the Advent themes.  

Advent themes:  1st Sunday – HOPE   2nd – PEACE   3rd – JOY   4th – LOVE 

See the Reverse Advent Box page in this newsletter for the list of items. 

Chicken Soup for the Advent Soul 

The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit," 

begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.  During Advent, we prepare for, 

and anticipate, the coming of Christ.  You are invited to take this journey with Pastor Jin.  Join him 

on Facebook Live at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays December 2, 9, 16, and 23 for a meditation/devotion 

on advent.  It will be a moment to give you meaning and connection. 

Deb will send out advent cards by email on Wednesdays to give you the theme for the evening’s 

session.  The sessions will take about 5 minutes and will be available for review on Facebook if you 

miss the live time. 

Christmas Eve-Eve and Eve Services 

Plans are in the works for Christmas Eve-Eve and Eve services.  Details will be announced as we get 

closer to the evenings and plans are finalized.  Stay tuned! 



Advent Plans, Celebrate! 

Please put Pleasant Hill UMC on 

your Christmas card list this 

year!  Please write a message in 

the card.  We are going to hang 

your Christmas cards with their 

heartfelt messages on the front 

window of the church building.  

Then all congregation members can stop by at their 

leisure and read your messages to all of us. 

WANTED:   

Children To Read Scripture 
 

If your child would be 

interested in reading scripture 

during our Christmas season, please let 

Deb know in the office.  We will send you 

a scripture to record. 

KIDS:  Christmas may seem like a LONG way away, but preparing 

for Jesus’ birth (Advent) actually begins weeks before Christmas.  

Many of us won’t be able to attend church this Christmas but it is still 

important for us to remember the Christmas story and to celebrate 

Jesus’ birth.  So we have a request.  On our website are a bunch of 

coloring pages to celebrate advent and we would love it if you would color one of these pages (or a 

bunch).  You can add sparkles, gems, glitter... whatever you like to decorate your page. 

Mail your artwork to:  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618.  We will hang 

your art in the front window of our church.  Your family can drive by any time and take a look.  

PARENTS: Please write your child’s first name on the artwork so we can give credit. 

After we receive your art, we will send you a craft project.  It’s an advent wreath that celebrates 

each week of advent.  Even if you can’t attend church, you can use your wreath to learn and 

remember the importance of these special days. 

This Christmas, we want to add a lot of personal touches to our very unique holiday.  

We would like to have videos from you telling us something Christmas related.  

Perhaps you want to tell us why this specific Christmas is so important to you.  Maybe 

you are willing to share your memories:  why the season is important to you… a 

special tradition that just says Christmas to your family... an extra-special ornament 

that hangs on your tree... favorite Christmas memories.  Or you can speak to one of the advent 

themes:  Hope, Peace, Joy, or Love.  We just want to hear from all of you and see your faces.  

Some of us haven't connected with each other for over six months.  We want to see your face and 

hear your voice.  That will be the best Christmas present to all of us! 
 

Please send your recordings to Deb in the office no later than December 15! 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Sam Feleay and Tyler Harwood placed second among 18 teams in the debate tournament on 

November 7.  Sam has earned enough points to qualify for State Debate Competition.  Congrats! 

 The team of Caleb Wilson and Kate Eckert, Seaman freshmen, won the Novice Division of the 

November 14 debate tournament.  Congrats! 

http://pleasanthillumc.org/childrens-coloring-skills-needed-in-christmas-decor/
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Reverse Advent Box 

Reverse Advent Box 

 

Our Fellowship Committee invites you to start a new giving-back family tradition this Advent season 

with a Reverse Advent Box:  Wrap a large box with Christmas wrap, leave the top open, place it by 

your Christmas tree, and each day add an item to the box from the list.  Once the box is full, bring it 

to church and it will be donated to the Fellowship and Faith food pantry.  Make this a family event 

by having your children or grandchildren add the items to the box and then counting off the days 

until Christmas by checking the donated item off the list while focusing on the Advent themes.   

 

Advent themes:  1st Sunday – HOPE   2nd – PEACE   3rd – JOY   4th – LOVE 
 

Please, no glass containers 

 

December 1  Box of Cereal 

December 2  Peanut Butter 

December 3  Boxed Potatoes 

December 4  Box of Macaroni and Cheese 

December 5  Canned Fruit 

December 6  Canned Tomatoes 

December 7  Canned Tuna 

December 8  Dessert Mix 

December 9  Instant Hot Chocolate 

December 10  Box of Fruit Flavored Gelatin Dessert Mix (Jell-O) 

December 11  Canned Fruit Juice 

December 12  Canned Beans 

December 13  Box of Crackers 

December 14  Package of Rice 

December 15  Package of Oatmeal 

December 16  Package of Pasta 

December 17  Canned Spaghetti Sauce 

December 18  Canned Chicken Noodle Soup 

December 19  Canned Tomato Soup 

December 20  Canned Corn 

December 21  Canned Mixed Vegetables 

December 22  Canned Carrots 

December 23  Canned Green Beans 

December 24  Canned Vegetable Soup 



Gift Cards, Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Gift Cards 

Christmas is fast approaching.  Have you thought about gift cards for Christmas?  

Gift cards are also an easy way to keep personal information safe while shopping.  

We have hundreds of cards available through our Gift Card program at church.  

The church receives a percentage, usually between 3% & 8% profit, depending on 

the card that you purchase.  We have many cards available at the church or they 

can be ordered.  It usually takes about a week to get cards in once they are 

ordered.  Most of our cards are in $10 and $25 increments, but we can order larger 

amounts and sometimes we can order $5 cards. 

Some of the cards we have on hard are for Menards, Home Depot, Barnes & 

Noble, Bath & Body Works, Bed Bath and Beyond, Kohl’s, Penney’s, Dick’s, HyVee, 

Walmart, Chili’s, Chipotle, Red Lobster, Red Robin, Starbucks, Subway, Longhorn, 

Dairy Queen (and more!)  NEW CARDS available are Sonic and Freddy’s. 

If you would like a complete list please contact the church office for one. 

We will be placing an order for cards we do not have the first week of 

December.  Call the church office or Mary Smith 785-640-1286 to place an order.  

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-Nov newsletters.  This 

is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some become difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Coronavirus cases continued to surge in the US in November.  Cases continued to surge across 

Europe at the start of the month.  Many countries in Europe saw reductions in the new cases in 

the second half of November, though high numbers of deaths continued. 

11/3:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 4000, in Kansas over 90,000. 

11/8-11/9:  Running case count in Kansas over 100,000, in the US over 10 million, worldwide over 

50 million. 

11/13:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 5000.  Shawnee County Health Order reducing 

the definition of Mass Gathering to 10 people, whether indoors or out, went into effect. 

11/15-11/17:  Running case count in Kansas over 120,000, in the US over 11 million, worldwide 

over 55 million. 

11/20-11/21:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 6000, in the US over 12 million. 

11/25:  Running case count in Shawnee County around 7100, including around 5,000 recovered.  

Running case count in Kansas 147,797 including 1,503 deaths.  Running case count in the US 

12.66 million, including 260,869 deaths and over 4.6 million recovered.  Running case count 

worldwide 60 million, including 1.4 million deaths and over 38.4 million recovered. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Janice Staerkel 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Thank you for sending the cards for my mother's 
birthday (Betty Ferris).  I forwarded those to her.  
Staff said she enjoyed getting them.  

Stay well,    
Susan Arnold 

Passings, Thanks, Merry Christmas, Love Offering for Pastor 

You are always invited to contact the 

office (phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-

246-1737) with joys and concerns 

during the week.   If a joy or concern 

comes up Friday afternoon or over the 

weekend, please text Mary Smith, our 

Congregational Care Ministry 

Coordinator, at 785-640-1286. 

This Church family is awesome!!  During the month of October you all 
contributed 268 pounds of food, including 83 boxes of cereal, for the 
Fellowship and Faith Food Pantry. 

The Coat Drive was a fantastic success as well. One hundred eight coats, 
jackets and sweaters were delivered to Scotch Cleaners on October 30.  
These items will be distributed by the Salvation Army. 

Thank you so much for your kind generosity to help others. 
The Mission Committee 

 

Shown at left:  just some of the food and coats donated during the month of October. 

Thank you to all who gave (or 
will give) to Harvest of 

Blessings!  Over $1400 was 
given by Nov. 23.  It will be 

sent to Alpha Christian 
Children’s Home near Perry.  
Donations will be accepted 
thru the end of November. 

SPRC is accepting donations through December 13 

for a Love Offering for Pastor Jin.  It will be 

presented to him on December 20.  Donations may 

be made (please notate for “Love Offering for 

Pastor”) in the offering box on Sunday, by mail, 

dropped off at the office, or given by PayPal through 

the ‘Love Offering for Pastor’ link on the Donate page 

of the church website:  pleasanthillumc.org. 

Merry Christmas 

Wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year.  All of us miss each one of you and our time to worship 

together.  We send prayers your way that you and your family 

are feeling the love of Jesus Christ during these days of 

difficulties in our country and our world.  May you share hope 

and peace as we prepare to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Sharing God’s love with you, 

Your Congregational Care Team 

Ron, Kay, David, Karen, Nick, Dorothy, Billie, & Mary 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Staff 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Shawn Herrick     12/3 

D.J. Knight          12/4 

Lori Rea              12/6 

Christine Farmer  12/7 

Myra Saulsbury    12/8 

Yul Cho              12/11 

Emma Dowd       12/12 

Marguerite Pond  12/14 

Eva Noble            12/19 

Jahnnie Brake       12/21 

Ray Dupree          12/21 

Roxann Williams    12/21 

Chloe Wilson         12/21 

Zachary Patton      12/23 

Cory Flowers         12/24 

Gladys Law           12/24 

Gayle Smith          12/24 

Mary Hudson         12/25 

Dick Newell           12/27 

Jill Schreiner         12/29 

Cathy Brake          12/30 

Judy Glasgow        12/31 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Steve & Marlene Schilds      12/1 23 years 

Jim & Jeanetta Boughn       12/3 55 years 

David & Kelly Neiman         12/8 36 years 

Received in October 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $5,156 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 7,880 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,681 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 2,415 

Month of October 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$4,096 $6,700 $6,280 $119,653 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Wednesday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

except holiday weeks 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Cover:  Some nativity photos from our church over the years. 

Bible Sunday, like the rest of our activities these 

days, did not look quite like we would have 

preferred.  Bibles were prepared for five 3rd 

graders.  Even though none were able to attend 

in-person, all have or will receive their Bibles. 

Jenny Christman will be offering a 30-minute 

Yoga Class by Zoom every Monday and Friday 

at 5:15 p.m. starting Monday, November 30.  

Contact the office or Jenny for the Zoom link 

if you would like to join. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least 

weekly to keep them in good running order.  Vehicles that sit can 

develop problems.  Start them and move them, even if it is simply to 

the end of the driveway and back.  Power doors and lift gates should 

also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to 

prevent problems from developing. 

Trunk ‘r Treat 

The Education Committee would like to thank you for the candy donations for our Drive-Through 

Trunk-r-Treat. It was great to see so many people attend this event.  While the exact number of 

attendees is not known, we do know that more than 175 kids came through in over 98 cars. 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).   (For the next few 

weeks it will also have a button for “Love Offering for Pastor”.) 
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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