
Pleasant Hill  

United Methodist Church 
4525 NW Button Road 

Topeka, KS  66618-2507 

(785) 246-1737    

WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

       or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m., no reservation needed. 
 

Livestream Worship Service on Facebook 

Sundays 10 a.m.  

See last page for information 

on how to watch. 

At left is the Kansas seal with the state motto, “Ad Astra Per Aspera’, 

which means “to the stars through difficulties.”  Our persevering 

Kansas spirit has been especially helpful over the past year.  Kansas 

Day is January 29.  January 29, 2021 is the 160th anniversary of 

Kansas statehood. 

 

Below left and far right, some of our church family dressed for 

Seaman Middle School Kansas Day Dress-Up Competition as Amelia 

Earhart and as one of the many Kansans involved in NASA as astronauts 

or support staff. 

 

Below , the Kansas state 

flower,  

the wild 

sunflower, 

and the 

state 

insect, the 

honeybee. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Pleasant Hill family, 

  

It is hard to believe that this is my last weekly letter of this year.  I 

don’t know who coined the phrase “Time flies” but it is so true.  As I look 

back on 2020, I can’t help but give thanks to God for His presence and 

guidance.  I am also amazed by all of you who have been so faithful in 

spreading positive attitudes to others.  To you I say, “Good job 

everyone!” 

  

At this point, nothing is clear yet.  Vaccinations have begun, yet we 

don’t know when it will be our turn.  There are still concerns about the 

US economy in the coming year.  In this uncertain time, knowing we are 

not alone helps us stay hopeful and positive.  Even though the way we stay connected has changed, 

it is certain that we care for and love each other. 

  

I started this weekly letter as a way to stay connected back in March when the pandemic caused 

us to close our church building.  A few times this year, however, I thought about stopping this 

weekly letter because I didn’t know if this letter was really helpful.  I wasn’t sure if people even read 

it.  But whenever I thought about it, someone emailed me or texted me how much they appreciated 

the weekly letter.  That is how I have been able to write this letter until now without one miss.  

Thank you to everyone who read this letter and found God’s presence and comfort through it. 

  

This letter is just one way for us to be connected.  There are different ways for us to remain in 

connection such as mission projects, FB live worship, Zoom Bible study, or if necessary, in-person 

worship.  I encourage you to stay connected, so you don’t lose touch with your church family.  If 

you want to talk with me, just email me and I will call you.  We have been, and we continue to be, a 

wonderful church family.  Please continue to love and care for each other until we can all gather 

together just like normal in the good old days - which will come again soon.  Love you all! 

  

Happy New Year! 

Pastor Hyunjin Cho 

Worship Services, 10 a.m. Sundays 
 

While we continue streaming our worship service on Facebook Live, we also have the church open 

for in-person worship on Sunday mornings.  Reservations are not necessary.  Temperatures will be 

taken prior to entering the sanctuary.  Social distancing and masks are required.  



Celebrate!, Christmas Cards, Live Nativity 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Alfred Mannell received the 4-H Key Award in a ceremony in December.  Congrats! 

A number of congregants responded to the request to send Christmas cards to Pleasant Hill UMC 

this year!  The cards and messages were hung on the front window of the church building so 

congregation members could stop by at their leisure and read them.  Pastor Jin read them aloud at 

the Christmas Eve Eve service and on the Christmas Eve video. 

Members of Patricia Wilson’s family put on a Live Nativity in Potwin on December 19. 

Patricia Wilson, her son Zach, his wife, Annika, and their kids attend PHUMC. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

 Betty Ferris       Mary Baker Mills       Richard Rokey      Brady Smith       Phil Pond 

Karen Smith       Jill Fitzgibbons       Glen Smith’s Uncle       Joe Wilhelm       Wes 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Brian and I wish to thank all of you for the 
prayers over this year.  For those that helped 
during Brady's visitation and service, we say 
an extra thank you.  We feel very blessed. 

Brian & Gayle Smith 

Passings, Thanks, Youth Adopt-a-Family 

The youth helped families at Christmas.  We adopted 3 families from a Seaman elementary 

school.  The youth purchased gifts and a Christmas meal for each of them.  We enjoyed shopping 

and the gifts were delivered on the 18th.   

Thank you for all the appreciation, 
gifts, and warm wishes expressed to us 

this holiday season. 

Mary, Jill, Michelle, Deb, and Pastor Jin 



Bags of Hope 

Bags of Hope Christmas Project has again been a huge success thanks to our kind and 

generous church members.  Given the circumstances of the past year, I have been overwhelmed by 

the generosity I’ve seen among our church family.  We went beyond our goal by filling 53 shopping 

bags with toiletries, snack foods, towels, gift cards, blankets and many miscellaneous items.  The 

Rescue Mission was very grateful and excited when we delivered 53 bright red bags to be 

distributed to the homeless folks in our city.  By showing your love and compassion for these folks, 

you have made a difference and brought smiles to many.   

Thank you for sharing in this ministry. 

Anita Link, Mission Chairperson 

 

Above, Mission Committee and helpers after finishing loading items into all the bags. 

Below, Delivering to the Rescue Mission 

It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least 

weekly to keep them in good running order.  Vehicles that sit can 

develop problems.  Start them and move them, even if it is simply to 

the end of the driveway and back.  Power doors and lift gates should 

also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to 

prevent problems from developing. 



Time is the coin of your life.  It is the only coin you have, 

and only you can determine how it will be spent.   

Be careful lest you let other people spend it for you. 

 – Carl Sandburg 

Harvest of Blessings, Advent Wreath Candle Lighters, Zoo Lights, Special Music 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighters 

this season were: 

November 29:  the Flowers, 

December 6:  Pastor Jin lit the 

candles while a video played of the 

Etzel family giving the reading. 

December 13:  Pastor Jin and 

family,  

December 20:  the Strobels, 

December 23:  Kevin and Sam 

Feleay. 

Christmas Eve Eve music not only 

included the organ, the Praise 

Band, and a solo by Kevin Feleay, 

but also a solo vocal and guitar 

performance by Marc Serrano! 

Youth Group and a few others from PHUMC 

attended Zoo Lights on December 15.   

Above, Youth Group with Santa at Zoo Lights. 

Gary Slimmer 

delivered the 

check from 

Harvest of 

Blessings to Alpha Christian Children’s 

Home.  They were thrilled to receive the 

check for just over $2000! 



Birthdays, Anniversaries, Giving, Staff 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Seth Sauer 1/1 

Nick Nicolay 1/2 

Michelle Caudill 1/3 

Clifford Hurst 1/3 

Gregg Williams 1/3 

Dennis Smerchek 1/4 

Zach Wilson 1/4 

Linda Lanning 1/5 

Brayden Cochran 1/12 

Marvin Smith 1/13 

David Neiman 1/14 

Linda Griffiths 1/18 

Kenny Etzel 1/19 

Hannah Caudill 1/20 

Rick Colton 1/20 

Kendra Cochran 1/23 

Danette Martin 1/24 

Bonnie McNorton 1/27 

Dorothy Tefft 1/28 

Kaleigh Blades 1/30 

Madison Feleay 1/31 

Kim Smerchek 1/31 

Debbie Taylor 1/31 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

John & Linda Reed               1/2 50 years 

Don & Sandy Old                 1/20 48 years 

John & Dorothy Holt            1/26 64 years 

Received in November 

General Fund (Electronic Giving) $3,983 

General Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 5,778 

Building Fund (Electronic Giving) 1,730 

Building Fund (in Offering Plate or Mailed) 1,640 

Month of November 

Total Bldg 
Fund 

Receipts 

Bldg Fund  
Paid Out 

Mortgage 
Principal 

Paid  

Mortgage 
Balance at 
month end 

$3,370 $6,700 $6,314 $113,338 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Hyun-Jin Cho, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

Jenny Christman offers a 30-

minute Yoga Class by Zoom every 

Monday and Friday at 5:15 p.m.  

Contact Jenny for the Zoom link if 

you would like to join. 

You are always invited to contact the office 

(phumctopeka@yahoo.com, 785-246-1737) with joys 

and concerns during the week.   If a joy or concern 

comes up Friday afternoon or over the weekend, please 

text Mary Smith, our Congregational Care Ministry 

Coordinator, at 785-640-1286. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April-Dec newsletters.  This 

is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some become difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Dec 2/3:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 8,000.  Running case count in Kansas over 

160,000.  Running case count in the US over 14 million.  Running case count worldwide over 65 

million. 

Dec 8:  Running case count in the US over 15 million.  UK began inoculations with Pfizer-BioNTech’s 

Covid-19 vaccine. 

Dec 10/11:  Running case count worldwide over 70 million.  The FDA granted emergency use 

authorization to Pfizer-BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine for people 16 and older.  Those receiving this 

vaccine will need a second dose three weeks after the first.  24,000 doses arrived in Kansas by 

December 15.  The majority of these will be given to long-term care facility residents and staff. 

Dec 12/13:  Running case count in the US over 16 million.  Canada began inoculations with Pfizer-

BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine. 

Dec 16:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 10,000.  Several frontline healthcare workers 

at Stormont Vail Hospital, at U of KS Health System St. Francis campus (both in Topeka), and at 

Ascension Via Christi Hospital in Manhattan received their first Covid-19 vaccine doses. 

Dec 17/18:  Running case count in Kansas over 200,000.  Running case count in the US over 17 

million.  New cases reported in the US peaked on December 18 at over 249,000 cases in one day.  

FDA granted emergency use authorization to Moderna’s Covid-19 vaccine for people 18 and older.  

Those receiving this vaccine will need a second dose four weeks after the first.  49,000 doses are 

expected in Kansas by Christmas, the majority will be given to healthcare workers.  Running case 

count worldwide over 75 million. 

Dec 22/23:  Running case count in the US over 18 million.  Topeka VA staff and residents and Fort 

Riley’s medical professionals and first responders were offered their first Covid-19 vaccine doses.  

150 frontline workers in Riley County were vaccinated.  

Dec 26/27:  Running case count in the US over 19 million.  Running case count worldwide over 80 

million.  European Union nations began inoculations with Pfizer-BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine. 

Dec 29/30:  Running case count in Shawnee County around 11,300, including 210 deaths and over 

9,500 recovered.  New cases reported in Shawnee County in December are very close to the 3760 

reported in November but the deaths in December are less than half of the 92 deaths reported in 

November.  Running case count in Kansas 222,433 including 2,741 deaths.  Running case count in 

the US 19.5 million, including 338,658 deaths and over 11.8 million recovered.  Running case 

count worldwide 82 million, including 1.79 million deaths and over 46.4 million recovered.  

Residents and staff at Lexington Park Health & Rehab and at Rolling Hills Assisted Living (both in 

Topeka) were offered their first Covid-19 vaccine doses.  UK approved the Oxford-AstraZeneca 

coronavirus vaccine.  Those receiving this vaccine will need a second dose between four and 

twelve weeks after the first. 



Livestream, PayPal 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.   
 

 

This will bring up a page with two donate buttons, one for General 

Fund and one for Building Fund (shown at left).  
 

Click on the button you want 

and it will bring up a PayPal 

page like this.  These two lines 

change depending on which 

button was clicked.   
 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

To watch the livestream on Sunday morning, go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/

PleasantHillUmcTopeka/, where it should pop up automatically.  A link to our Facebook page is here 

on our website www.pleasanthillumc.org.  If you want to watch it later, you can still go to the 

Facebook page and find it or you can start from our website, click on “Worship” and “Sermons” 

and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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