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Pastor’s Corner 

     Who is your favorite prophet from scripture?  This might not be a 

question you've been asked before, but it was a question that came up 

often while I was going through the ordination process and seminary.  I 

had a difficult time devising an answer to this question for a long time, but 

my response eventually came to rest with Moses, the first of the Hebrew 

prophets, primarily because I love the story of his call.  God calls Moses in 

the encounter with the burning bush, proclaiming a message that Moses 

will lead God's people to freedom from their bondage as slaves in Egypt.  

This is a story that many church-goers could tell, and some of us even 

remember songs such as "Pharaoh, Pharaoh" sung to the tune of "Louie, 

Louie" from childhoods spent at VBS. 

 

But my favorite part of this story is slightly less well-known.  Moses tries to make excuses to God 

of why he cannot answer God's call.  Not once, not twice, but five times.  Five times Moses explains 

to God why God has made a mistake, why God has called the wrong person.  Towards the end of 

this call narrative, at one point Moses pleads with God, "Please send someone else.  Please send 

anyone else!"  The reason I love this part of the story so much is that it has long given me courage 

and comfort in serving God.  If Moses, whom God chose to deliver the Hebrew people from slavery, 

had that much doubt in himself, perhaps the doubts that believers harbor about our abilities are not 

so unreasonable.  Likewise, if God could do something so amazing through someone like Moses, 

God can also do some incredible things through anyone who answers God's call. 

 

Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church needs you.  God has gifted you with a unique combination 

of talents, experience, and expertise that is uniquely individual to your life.  One way God can use 

these gifts and talents is through serving the church in a leadership position.  Even if you are 

uncertain what role might be right for you, please get in touch with me.  Through a short 

conversation about your skill set and what gets you excited about serving God, I am happy to work 

with you to find a fit for how you can serve the church community, and further the reign of God in 

this world.  Perhaps you are reading this and thinking, "Who, me?"  I assure you, God is shouting 

back an answer to your question, "Yes!  You!" 

 

Pleasant Hill's leadership team is looking for a number of people to serve in leadership and 

committee positions.  I encourage you to pray and ask God if you might be called to be one of those 

leaders.  What amazing things might God do through you if you answer the call? 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kara Eidson 



Youth Group, Trunk or Treat, Charge Conference, Mission Committee, Students 

Youth Group meets 11:15-1:15 on Sundays, starting with a light lunch.  

I will be asking church members and families to donate our meals.  This 

change allows kids to have the afternoon and evening for schoolwork and 

family activities.  The October schedule is: 

Oct 3 Casting crowns concert at 7 pm (tickets were bought months ago) 

Oct 10 Church 11:15-1:15 

Oct 17 Church 11:15-1:15 

Oct 24 Tentatively at Gary’s Berries 11:15-1:15 

Oct 31 No meeting 

Please contact Michelle (785-224-3815) if you would like to help out. 

Students in College 

 

Please notify the church office if you have a college or 

technical school student living away from home!  

Congregational Care would love to have your student's  

at-school address to send care packages out during first 

semester final exams. 

Trunk or Treat will be October 31 from 4-6 p.m. in the church parking 

lot.  It will be open to the public.  You are invited to bring decorated trunks 

to the parking lot at 3:30 p.m.  If you can’t attend but would like to help, 

candy donations are welcome!  Please drop donations off on Sunday 

mornings or to the office by 11:30 a.m. Friday, October 29. 

Mission Committee News 

 

The Mission Committee collected food for the Topeka 

Rescue Mission on September 12 & 19.  The 

congregation surpassed the previous food drives this 

year.  Approximately 308 pounds of food were donated.  

This amounted to 288 items.  All the contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Fifty “Bags of Hope” will be filled and 

donated to the Topeka Rescue Mission in 

December for the next Mission project.  

A list of suggested items for the bags will 

be provided soon. It is nearly time for Charge 

Conference!  Due to Covid-19, only 

5 leaders from our church will be 

allowed to attend in-person our 

Charge Conference, which will be 

held offsite November 14 at 4 p.m.  

There is a possibility that anyone 

interested will be able to watch 

online.  Details will be provided as 

soon as they become available. 

The Congregational Care Team will 

bring Holy Communion after 

morning worship on the first Sunday 

of each month to congregants who 

are unable to attend Sunday 

morning Worship Service.  Please 

call the office at 785-246-1737 by 

11:30 a.m. the Friday before if you 

would like to receive communion.  

The next opportunities will be 

November 7 and December 5. 



On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Randy Peavler       Dave McDaniel       Roberta Henley       RE Henley 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Thanks, Sermon by Phone 

Thank you to all our church family for the 

many prayers you sent my way after my 

fall.  Thank you, 

Gladys Law 

I would like to thank the church family who 

showered me with cards for my 80th 

birthday.  I also received a beautiful bouquet 

of flowers and a visitor who brought me a 

yummy cake.  It made my day!  Thank you! 

Kay Crowder 

To my many Pleasant Hill Church friends, 

thank you so much for the many prayers, 

cards, calls, and delicious food you brought 

and sent to my home.  My two friends helping 

care for me were very appreciative, as I was.  

It was all delicious and enjoyable. 

May God Bless You All, 
Kay Jones-Ray 

Thank you so much to my church family for 

the many prayers, calls, and cards.  I want 

you to know that I appreciate all you do.  This 

will be a long haul but I’m up to the challenge. 

Marilyn Colhouer 

Dillon’s and AmazonSmile Community Rewards Programs 

Two easy ways to financially support our church 

 

 Have you signed up to get Dillon’s Community Rewards sent to our church?  Just go online to 

dillons.com/communityrewards.  Search for Pleasant Hill UMC.  Confirm your choice and start 

earning cash for PHUMC.  The church will receive cash, 6% of all your purchases at Dillon’s, 

excluding gas, at no added cost to you.  In 2020, we had 55 families enrolled & received $1184.   

 

 Do you use AmazonSmile when ordering online from Amazon?  You can buy anything through 

AmazonSmile that you do using plain Amazon.  The only difference is that you sign up for the 

Community Reward program on AmazonSmile.  Go online to smile.amazon.com to sign up.  

When you choose Pleasant Hill UMC as your reward recipient the church will receive cash, 0.5% 

of all your purchases made through smile.amazon.com, at no added cost to you.  In 2020, the 

church received $187. 

 

These are easy to do.  Questions?  Contact the church office. 

At right, just a few of many 

decorated pumpkins by the 

scouts in years past. 



Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)  

Greetings to the Pleasant Hill family from the finance committee.  My name is Kevin McDowell and I 

am the Finance Coordinator this year.  My wife Annie and I have been members of this church for 

the last ten years.  Due to busy schedules and now Covid, we decided that as a convenience for us, 

but also for the church’s sake, that we would participate in the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

program offered at PHUMC.  This program provides reliable and steady income for the church and 

ensures that our commitment to the church is met automatically through an easy deduction from 

our bank account each month.  With that steady flow of income, the church is then better able to 

meet its financial obligations.  So win/win!  Annie and I would like to ask you to join us in this easy 

process, which makes a world of difference in our church operations! 

 

An EFT authorization form is below if you would like to sign up for this program.  Please speak to 

Joy Jepson or to Deb in the office for more information! 

 

Thank you, 

Kevin McDowell 



Boy Scouts, Sermon by Phone 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) entered into a settlement agreement of $850M nationally earlier this 

year in regards to cases of sexual misconduct between Scouters (adults associated with scouting) 

and its Scouts.  The window for people to pursue legal action against BSA has closed.  However, 

BSA in its settlement failed to protect its charters (including churches) in instances occurring prior to 

1976.  In an effort for the United Methodist Church to protect its interests/churches against any 

further possible litigation in regards to incidents of sexual misconduct occurring PRIOR to 1976, 

Church Conferences have instructed their respective churches to NOT recharter with BSA.  Rather to 

enter into a facilities use agreement through December 31 while National BSA and National UMC 

groups work on a solution to the present oversight.   

 

The link to the Bishop's letter to the Great Plains Conference is below, and I will keep you informed 

regarding updates to this subject.  Our Administrative Council has discussed this, and we are waiting 

to see what happens at the national level in the upcoming months.  Our charter with Pack/Troop 

193 (a charter that dates back over 55 years) doesn't expire until January, so we do have a little 

time.  There are actually 8 cases locally dating back to 1937 in the settlement, and none involve 

PHUMC.  However, it would only take one successful lawsuit to cripple a church financially.   

 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/churches-receive-instructions-on-boy-scouts-bankruptcy

-15408400 

 

Kevin Feleay, Chartered Organizational Rep for Pack and Troop 193 

Absolute best number to reach me:  785-806-1010 

It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least 

weekly to keep them in good running order.  Vehicles that sit can 

develop problems.  Start them and move them, even if it is simply to 

the end of the driveway and back.  Power doors and lift gates should 

also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to 

prevent problems from developing. 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.  

It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch 

your heart and what support you choose to give. 

Pleasant Hill now offers Sermon By Phone.  If computers or Facebook just aren't for you, or if you 

have a bad internet connection in your home, you have the option to worship by calling this local 

phone number: 785-246-5691 and listening to the scripture and sermon from the most recent 

Sunday.  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/churches-receive-instructions-on-boy-scouts-bankruptcy-15408400
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/churches-receive-instructions-on-boy-scouts-bankruptcy-15408400


Birthdays, Anniversaries, Celebrate!, Leadership Institute 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Kevin Feleay 10/2 

Ashlyn Marteney 10/2 

Oscar Serrano 10/3 

Linda Reed 10/4 

Gene Schoettlin 10/4 

Raymond Eskridge 10/5 

Lee McManaman 10/6 

Everett Mauk 10/7 

Harry Worden 10/7 

Rodger Fry 10/8 

Peggy Wilson 10/8 

Monica Newell 10/12 

Matt Mannell 10/13 

Aurel Marney 10/16 

Marsha Morris 10/20 

Pam Walder 10/21 

Alex Wilson 10/21 

Marty Ransdell 10/23 

DeAnne Mauk 10/24 

Susie Forman 10/25 

Grace Unruh 10/25 

Jack Unruh 10/28 

Morgan Fry 10/30 

Monique Saulsbury 10/31 

Birthdays This Month 

Anniversaries This Month 

Lewis & Debbie Taylor        10/10   

Barry & Thera Boyles          10/11 13 years 

Dennis & Kim Smerchek      10/17 28 years 

Cory & Jolene Flowers        10/21 15 years 

Michael & Angie Smith        10/28 21 years 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Berniece Chadwell has a new great-granddaughter:  Dawsyn Lorraine Myers, daughter of 

Christine and Cody Myers.  Dawsyn was born September 3, 2021, weighed 7 lb 4 oz, and was 

19.5 inches long.  Congratulations! 

 Raiven Knight and Jacob Davis were married on Saturday, October 2.  Congratulations! 

Celebrate! is meant to be a place where together we celebrate the good stuff, large or small.  You 

are welcome to submit items for Celebrate! that you wish to share.  A new family member, a special 

event, a special award, a tournament finish, a special encounter ... what are you celebrating? 

Several members of our church 

attended Leadership Institute 

Sept 29-Oct 1 through a “watch 

party”, where attendees watched 

together at a location away from 

Church of the Resurrection.  In 

our case, it was in the sanctuary 

and, sometimes, room 102. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


Bell Choir 

Adult Bell Choir performed “His Eye Is On The Sparrow” on Sunday, September 26 under the 

direction of Kelly Neiman.   

For this performance, they used the new MelodyChimes, which were donated by Kay Jones-Ray.  

Kay had played the MelodyChimes in her other bell choir, liked their unique sound, and really 

wanted Pleasant Hill UMC to have that addition to our music program. 

 

MelodyChimes (also known as choirchimes or bell chimes) are vastly  

different in look from handbells.  They are a long octagonal shape,  

they may be open tubes or solid-core depending on the octave.   

A clapper head is attached on the outside of each chime.   

Every other octave is a different color, each black or white.   

MelodyChimes are played in a similar manner to traditional  

bells.  They are dampened against the body or the bell foam.   

Performers do not have to wear gloves to handle the MelodyChimes, and they are a little less fragile 

than their counterparts.  Many times, viewers see MelodyChimes in elementary schools.  Yet their 

tone is very different.  Expect a sound not as crisp and bright as the traditional handbell.  They are 

a bit more subdued. 

 

At every practice, the Bell Choir practices some songs with the MelodyChimes and some with the 

traditional handbells.  There is even music which combines them BOTH. 

 

The Bell Choir will begin holiday music soon and would love a few more players.  Reading music is 

not a necessity.  Join the group on Thursday nights at 6 p.m.  Practices last about 45 minutes. 



Piecing Love and Warmth Blanket Delivery 

 Piecing Love and Warmth 

by Debbie Taylor, Chairperson 

 

Blankets, blankets, and more blankets!!!  Piecing Love and Warmth mission group made its annual 

delivery of blankets to school district 501 (Topeka) McKinney-Vento program on September 28.  

Pastor Kara blessed the blankets prior to loading the boxes into pickups.  Marty Ransdell, Joy 

Jepson, Debbie and Lewis Taylor, Judy Glasgow, Mary and Steve Boyles loaded and delivered them.  

A total of 408 blankets, 15 scarves, 9 ear warmers, and 8 hats were made this year.  We would like 

to thank everyone for their generous donations of materials, supplies and money. 

 

Huge shout out to the women of the group for an amazing accomplishment despite Covid.  Our 

group of busy hands worked from their homes due to Covid.  We hope, if Covid is more controlled, 

that we could begin to meet at the church in 2022.  Anyone who would like to join our group is 

encouraged to do so.  You can call Marty Ransdell or Debbie Taylor for more information. 

 

This mission is in its 11 year with total blankets made reaching 4,290.  The group will take October, 

November, and December off to rest up and then hit the road running again in January 2022. 



Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Kara, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists:                    Mary S and Marty R              

The office is open 

Monday - Friday 

9:30-11:30 a.m.  

Pleasant Hill UMC 

4525 NW Button Rd 

Topeka, KS  66618 

785-246-1737 

pleasanthillumc.org 

Cover:  2020 Drive Thru Trunk or Treat 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - Sept 2021 

newsletters.  This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some 

become difficult to find online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please 

feel free to ignore this. 

Sept 7:  Running case count in the US over 40 million. 

Sept 12:  Running case count worldwide over 225 million. 

Sept 13:  Running case count in the US over 41 million.   

Sept 18:  Running case count in the US over 42 million. 

Sept 22:  Running case count in Shawnee County over 24,000.  Running case count in Kansas over 

400,000.  

Sept 22:  FDA authorized a single booster dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech’s Covid-19 vaccine, to be 

administered at least six months after the primary series, for those age 65 and older, those age 

18 and older at high risk of severe Covid-19, and those age 18 and older whose living and/or 

occupational situation put them at high risk of serious complications of Covid-19. 

Sept 23:  Running case count worldwide over 230 million. 

Sept 27:  Running case count in Kansas 406,453, including 6024 deaths. 

Sept 30:  Running case count in the US 43.4 million including 696,041 deaths.  Running case count 

worldwide 233.56 million including 4.78 million deaths. 

9 a.m. October 1, 2021    Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 11,587 1,891 2,454 1,892 24,607 877 

Covid death total+: 99 19 46 34 441 18 

Population*: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 

+ Case counts and death totals from KDHEKS.gov            * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
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Watch Online, Donate through PayPal, Drop-off, or by Mail 

 

To donate to our church through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on 

“Donate”.  This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  

Click on the button and it will bring up a PayPal page like is shown below. 
 

 

Add the amount here and 

choose the option you want 

from the buttons at the bottom 

of the page. 

 

 
You are always welcome to drop off or mail donations  

to the church:  

   Pleasant Hill UMC,  

   4525 NW Button Rd. 

   Topeka, KS  66618-2507. 

To watch the Sunday morning service online, go to our Facebook page,  

www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/  

and click on the video.  A link to our Facebook page is here on our website 

www.pleasanthillumc.org.  It is not necessary to have a Facebook account.  You can go to the 

Facebook page and find it or, later in the week, you can start from our website, click on “Worship” 

and “Sermons” and click the link to the Facebook video on the Sermons page. 
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