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or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM

In-Person Worship Services
Sundays 10 a.m.
We ask that you wear masks when not
seated (i.e. when entering, exiting,
standing and visiting, etc.)
See last page for information on how to
watch our service online.

Pastor’s Corner, Communion Delivery
The other day, Nic and I agreed that we ought to learn something
new every day - even those of us who are getting older. We are never
too old to learn something new.
Well, today, I learned a new word - ephemeral. Yeah - that’s a
good one, huh?! It was in my “Inspiring Quotes” for today and it was
from Eugene Ionesco. The quote was - “Only the ephemeral is of
lasting value.”
Usually, I can tell from the context of the sentence what a word
means - but this one got me. I had to go to my dictionary to get its
meaning. The first definition read, “lasting a very short time; shortlived; transitory.”
That made me think of all the times our granddaughter, Coraline, has visited us and the things
she will say or do that just baffle us. First of all, because she’s only five years old and, second,
because we think she’s really older than five. There are things that she does that cause us to pause
and think - this won’t last long, so we’d better soak it up.
As I was thinking about Coraline, I began to think about Jesus’ life and the things that happened
in his life that “lasted a very short time.” One that came to mind was when Mary washed his feet
with her tears and then used her hair to dry his feet. How many times do you think that happened
to Jesus? We know from scripture he must have savored that moment. When the Pharisees began
to grumble about who and what kind of woman this was touching him - she was a sinner, you see,
Jesus told Simon a parable. The parable was about two debtors - one who owed five hundred
denarii and the other fifty. The creditor forgave both. Jesus asked Simon which one will love him
more? Simon answered the one who owed the most. Jesus answered Simon he had judged rightly.
And then he turned to the woman and explained to Simon how the woman had done for him what
Simon had not done. Simon had not provided water for Jesus to bathe his feet. Yet the woman
bathed him with her tears and dried his feet with her hair. And because of that, she had shown
great love. And with that he told the woman her sins were forgiven.
It’s the little things that count in life. What little thing have you done for someone lately?
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Faye

The Congregational Care Team will bring
Holy Communion
after morning worship on the first Sunday of each month to congregants who are unable to attend
Sunday morning worship service. Please call the office at 785-246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. the Friday
before if you would like to receive communion.

Epiphany Soup Lunch and Get Acquainted Time, Pastoral Change
We ask that you wear masks
in our building when not seated
(i.e. when entering, exiting,
standing and visiting, etc.)

If you are a member of Administrative Council: Save this Date:
Sunday, February 20, 2022, 2:00 p.m. for a Zoom SAS
(Simplified Accountability Structure, aka One Board Model)
Informational Meeting. More information to come at a later date.

You are invited to stay after service on Sunday, January 9, for


Epiphany soup lunch,



a chance to get acquainted with Pastor Faye and her husband,
Wayne,



and then to help take down the Advent decorations.

Make sure you don’t miss this opportunity for food, fellowship, and
the chance to chat with our new Pastor and her husband!

Part-Time Pastor
As you may know, we've changed to a part time pastor. Donations in 2021 were down.
Pandemic economics, pandemic changing the way we do the worship services and offering, and
shifting of the congregation due to deaths and moves all played a part. So, we are making this
change to give us breathing room to try other adjustments to see what we can do to continue to
bloom as a vibrant church family. Expenses have been going up, and look to continue to go up, and
we know that it is not just the church's expenses, that it affects everyone. We are not looking to
cut back on ministry, though we still aren't able to do a great deal because of the pandemic, we are
just looking for ways to be better financial stewards.
In recent ministry efforts, we collected and sent over $900 to Alpha Christian Children’s Home
and collected items for 50 Bags of Hope to give to the Rescue Mission to be distributed to homeless.
There are photos of Bags of Hope later in this newsletter.

Passings, Thanks, Youth Group

On to Eternal Life: Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life
in the past month:
Robert Holt

Barbara Villard

Steve Howard

Maryetta Teaford

Dennis O’Hara

Mary Wilhelm

Tina Henry

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us.
Thank you to everyone who helped with the special
services on December 23, 24, and 26!

Coffee and candles and candy.... oh my!
Thank you all for the gifts and the
many cards of warm Christmas wishes.
May 2022 be a year of growth and
service for and in Christ.

Thank you to everyone who gave time, talent, and/
or treasure to PHUMC in 2021! Time, Talent, and
other Treasures are not nearly as easy to track as
Financial giving - but are just as appreciated!

Thank you,
Marty Ransdell, Mary Smith,
Michelle Caudill, Kelly Neiman,
Jill Schreiner, Deb Mannell

The Youth Group adopted 3 families for Christmas. They purchased, wrapped, and delivered gifts
to each family, and gave each family a gift card to purchase items for a Christmas meal. Shown are
three of the youth wrapping gifts.
We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.
It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:

We don’t expect you to give to everything!
We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch
your heart and what support you choose to give.
It is important to drive vehicles (cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, etc.) at least
weekly to keep them in good running order. Vehicles that sit can
develop problems. Start them and move them, even if it is simply to
the end of the driveway and back. Power doors and lift gates should
also be opened and closed at least weekly and possibly more often to
prevent problems from developing.

Birthdays, Anniversaries, New Year’s Resolutions
If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the
office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com. Thanks!
Birthdays This Month
Seth Sauer
Nick Nicolay
Michelle Caudill
Clifford Hurst
Gregg Williams
Dennis Smerchek
Zach Wilson
Linda Lanning
Mary Boyles

1/1
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/4
1/5
1/7

Brayden Cochran
Marvin Smith
David Neiman
Linda Griffiths
Kenny Etzel
Hannah Caudill
Rick Colton
Kendra Cochran
Danette Martin

1/12
1/13
1/14
1/18
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/23
1/24

Sutton Fry
Bonnie McNorton
Dorothy Tefft
Kaleigh Blades
Madison Feleay
Kim Smerchek
Debbie Taylor

1/25
1/27
1/28
1/30
1/31
1/31
1/31

Anniversaries This Month
John & Linda Reed
Don & Sandy Old
John & Dorothy Holt

1/2
1/20
1/26

51 years
49 years
65 years

New Year’s Resolutions
By Linda Smith
It is the time of year when we reflect on the events of the year that is ending and focus on the
coming new year. We remember the resolutions we passionately made a year ago. Some we were
able to keep for a few months, others weeks or just days. Sometimes we are too hard on ourselves
and try to make unrealistic changes with the resolutions. We tend to believe our ability to
successfully make change is driven by willpower. However, we need to understand real change is
made when we bring God into the process.
This year we can make resolutions that fill our heart with joy, love and comfort. We can pray every
day. We can pray by ourselves, with our loved ones, or with a stranger. We can regularly read the
Bible. We don’t have to read a book or even a chapter at one sitting, but we can start by spending
time on Sunday afternoon reading the scriptures from the service. We can attend church in person
more frequently. Covid has kept many of us away but precautions are being taken to help keep us
safe. Lastly, we can share Jesus’ message with others by telling them how awesome we feel now
that we pray every day, regularly read the Bible and spend time in the Lord’s house.
An old tradition still practiced in some homes is cleaning the house thoroughly on or before New
Year’s Eve. The idea is out with the old, in with the new. People believe the idea of cleaning the
house before the first day of the New Year ensures the old, somewhat soiled life, is not carried into
the new year. With God’s help, this year let us make changes that sweep out our old life and
replace it with a life full of hope for the future.

Bags of Hope

An amazing amount of stuff was donated for the Bags of Hope to be given to the Topeka Rescue
Mission to give to homeless. The Mission Committee put together 50 Bags of Hope and delivered
them to the Rescue Mission on December 17. Thank you to everyone who donated!!

December 23, Eve Eve Service
December 23, Christmas Eve Eve,
we had worship service at 7 p.m.
Adult Bell Choir played “On That Quiet
Christmas Night” as prelude.

Praise Band sang “Go Tell It On The
Mountain” and “Messiah”.

Kevin Feleay sang “O Holy Night” accompanied
by Mary Smith on the organ.
The congregation passed the light of Christ
around the sanctuary and sang “Silent Night” to
Marc Serrano on guitar, then two verses of “Joy
to the World” to Mary Smith on the organ,

and the Adult Bell Choir ended the
service with “O Christmas Tree” as
postlude.

Don’t be afraid to take a big step if one is indicated; you can’t cross a chasm in two small jumps.
– David Lloyd George

December 24 Eve Service, December 26
December 24, Christmas Eve, we had worship service at 5 p.m.
Olivia Serrano played “Carol of the Bells” on the Clavinova.
Marc Serrano played and sang
“Hallelujah”.
The congregation passed the light
of Christ around the sanctuary and
sang “Silent Night” to Marc
Serrano on guitar, then two verses
of “Joy to the World” to Marty
Ransdell on the organ.

December 26 was a Service of Lessons and Carols at 10 a.m.: Matt Mannell led the service, John
Wilson led the singing. Linda Smith presented a birthday cake for Jesus at Children’s Time. The
cake was shared with everyone following the service.

Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff
Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the April 2020 - Dec 2021
newsletters. This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some
become difficult to find online even the next day. If you do not want to look at the numbers, please
feel free to ignore this.
Dec 1: Running case count worldwide over 263 million.
Dec 4: Running case count in Shawnee County over 28,000.
Dec 6: Running case count in the US over 49 million.
Dec 13: Running case count in the US over 50 million. Running case count worldwide over 270
million.
Dec 15: Running case count in Shawnee County over 29,000.
Dec 20: Running case count in Kansas over 500,000. Running case count worldwide over 275
million.
Dec 22: Running case count in Shawnee County over 30,000.
Dec 29: Running case count in Kansas 519,544. Running case count in the US over 54 million.
Running case count worldwide over 283 million.
As of December 29, 2021 Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties
County:
Douglas Jackson
Jefferson
Osage
Shawnee
Wabaunsee
+
Running case count :
14,599
2,672
3,238
2,630
31,041
1,228
Population*:
110,826
13,462
19,126
16,295
177,934
7,053
+
Case counts from KDHEKS.gov * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov
Cover: Magi from three Christmas programs
Pleasant Hill UMC
4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS 66618
785-246-1737
pleasanthillumc.org

The office is open Monday - Friday
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Please enter through the west door
(by the office) on weekdays.

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Faye, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
Office Administrator:
Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
or phumctopeka@yahoo.com
Youth Director:
Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org
Custodian:
Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.:
Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org
Organists:
Mary S and Marty R

Watch Online, Donation Options, Sermon by Phone
A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online. Simply
go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.
On our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here.
You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday. Later in the week, you
can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page,
click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch.

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.
This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left). Click on the
‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below.
Enter the amount here
and choose the option you
want from the buttons at the
bottom of the page.
If you are interested in giving by automatic
withdrawals, please talk to Deb in the office.
You are always welcome to drop off
or mail donations to the church:
Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS 66618.
We are always grateful for our generous donors!
Sermon By Phone: You can call this phone number: 785-246-5691 and listen to the scripture,
sermon, and joys and concerns from the most recent Sunday. We try to have it updated by Monday
afternoon each week.

