Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church
4525 NW Button Road,
Topeka, KS 66618-2507
(785) 246-1737
WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PLEASANTHILLUMCTOPEKA/
Email: ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG
or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM

In-Person Worship Services
Sundays 10 a.m.
Mask-wearing is optional in our
church building.
See last page for information on how
to watch our service online.

Pastor’s Corner
There are times when I read the book of Acts and I don’t know
how Paul managed to travel to so many places spreading the Good News
of Jesus Christ. But I really do know how he did it. It was by the grace
of God that, regardless of the towns he went to, (some accepted him and
others that didn’t) he was able to leave each town without being harmed.
That’s what it means to stand up for your faith. To go into a
hostile place to speak about Jesus and what He has done for all of us,
knowing that you won’t reach everyone, but praying that if you reach
even one person, you have made a difference.
Sometimes it’s hard to talk to a person hoping you are going to make a difference in their
thinking, only to learn later that your words must have fallen on deaf ears. The question you have
to ask is - “Do I continue to talk to the individual, repeating myself over and over, or do I accept
that the person will never hear me and will do whatever they want to do, no matter what?”
Making a difference - that has always been my wish when I talk to one of my sisters (I have
several.) I talk to her at great length about her future and I think she agrees with me - at least, she
makes me think she does. But then I learn she has made a decision that is contrary to what we
discussed. I won’t say I feel betrayed - but I am worried about her. So - do I stand up and tell her,
once again, that what we had discussed would be the best route - or do I accept her decision
without trying to convince her again?
That’s when I wonder how Paul did it. No doubt, there were Gentiles and Jews that he spoke
with that he thought he was on the same page with - only to discover that someone else had talked
to them and helped to change their minds. Paul’s answer was to walk away - especially if it meant
he was going to meet with bodily harm - and he trusted that God’s will would be done by another
means. Paul had planted the seeds of faith - and who knows - maybe those seeds of faith would
sprout when they remembered what Paul had told them before. That’s my hope and prayer for my
sister. God knows what is best in every situation - and God will show my sister the way she should
go that will be good for her.
Grace and Peace to all,
Pastor Faye

The Congregational Care Team will bring
Holy Communion
after morning worship on the first Sunday of each month to congregants who are
unable to attend Sunday morning worship service. Please call the office at 785246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. the Friday before if you would like to receive communion.

Lenten Breakfast, Holy Week Plans
The final Lenten Breakfast will be held at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, April 6. Please sign up by
Monday, April 4 if you plan to attend and have not already signed up for the series. Sign up sheet is
in the foyer, or you can call Deb in the office, 785-246-1737.
Holy Week Plans
Palm Sunday, April 10:


Everyone is invited to participate in the Parade of Palms during the service.



Special Children’s Church during worship service.



Easter Egg Hunt following worship service. Kids should bring their own baskets.


We will be accepting individually wrapped candy donations until Sunday, April 3.
Most of the plastic eggs are medium-sized so please consider buying smaller-sized candy.
There will be a sign up if we need help putting the candy in the eggs.

Good Friday, April 15:


A silent prayer vigil will be held from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. in the church sanctuary. You
are invited to sign up for 30-minute prayer sessions. Sign-up in the gathering area.



Stations of the Cross meditation will also be in the church sanctuary from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross is a series of 14 pictures portraying events in the Passion of Christ, from
His condemnation by Pontius Pilate to His entombment. The devotional exercise of visiting and
silently praying in front of each of the 14 stations and meditating on the Passion of Christ stems
from the practice of early Christian pilgrims who visited the scenes of the events in Jerusalem
and walked the traditional route from the supposed location of Pilate’s house to Calvary.


In need of 10 card tables, crosses, and 10 battery lit pillar candles for the Good Friday
meditation tables. Please contact Linda Smith (lkfrsh@yahoo.com, 785-986-6146, 913568-6968) or Deb in the office if you have anything we can borrow.

Easter Sunday, April 17: Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed


Sunrise Worship Service will take place on the front church lawn by the cross
at 7 a.m. Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy experiencing the morning’s first light
as we celebrate our risen Lord. In the case of inclement weather, the service will
be moved inside.



Biscuits and Gravy Breakfast will be served by the Fellowship team from 8
a.m.– 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to the breakfast even if not attending the
sunrise service. In order to know how many to prepare food for, please sign up
by Sunday, April 10 on the sheet in the gathering area or calling Deb in the office.



9 a.m. Adult Sunday School



10 a.m. Easter Worship Service with communion and confirmation, baptism,
and new members joining.

Passings, Thanks, AED/CPR Class, Piecing Love & Warmth

On to Eternal Life: Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life
in the past month:
Alice Doyle-Lindemuth

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us.
Linda Lanning, Linda Smith, and others - the helpers

Friends,

and all of those who donated the homemade foods,

On behalf of the McNorton family,

I appreciate so much the work and organization it

thank you for being with us during

took for the luncheon you provided for our family.

the difficult loss of our mother,

All of the food was delicious - it was also an extra-

Bonnie. She valued her relationship

special treat to see the deviled eggs as they are a

with the Pleasant Hill Church family.

McNorton tradition at most all of our family picnics.

Your assistance to us during this time

May God shower you with His blessings,

is so appreciated.

Kendra Stover,

Cindy G, Johnson

(Bonnie McNorton’s Daughter)

(Bonnie McNorton’s Daughter)

AED/CPR class will be May 3 at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $20/person. Please sign up by April 27 to attend.
Piecing Love and Warmth
By Debbie Taylor, Coordinator
Hello to all our members and friends of Pleasant Hill UMC. It seems like such a long time ago that I
updated everyone on the blanket program. The ladies have continued to make blankets in their
homes this past year. We made our regular delivery the end of September and then took a break
until January. Now we are back making blankets, still in our homes.
Upon inventorying our supplies a few days ago, we were amazed to find that we are extremely low
on fabric for tops, we have no fleece, and only 12 Walmart fleece blankets to take us forward. We
would like to ask if any family has fabric laying around that you just aren’t interested in, would you
please consider donating it to our project? We prefer at least yard lengths as our blankets are
50x60 inches. Occasionally we make scrap tops, but it helps us get more accomplished if we have
bigger yardage.
Items we currently need are:




Cotton fabric
Polyester fabric
Fleece




Walmart fleece blankets (the $3.00 ones)
Old thin blankets (please wash)

If you have questions or want more information, please feel free to contact Marty Ransdell or
Debbie Taylor.

Confirmation Class, Egg Hunt, Happy Gatherings

Confirmation Class is going on now. Please keep our Confirmands in your prayers.
Those that choose to join our church will do so on Easter Sunday.
Our Palm Sunday Egg Hunt will be on April 10 following the worship service. Kids
should bring their own basket for gathering eggs. We will be accepting individually
wrapped candy donations until Sunday, April 3. Most of the plastic eggs are mediumsized so please consider buying smaller-sized candy. There will be a sign up if we need
help filling the eggs with the candy.

The Fellowship Team would like to know if families and individuals are interested in starting up
Happy Gatherings this spring. Families and individuals are randomly placed in groups and make
plans to meet for gatherings outside of Sunday church. If interested please signup in the foyer,
email Terri at terrigodbout1@gmail.com, or text Terri at 785-554-0241. Make sure to state your
family name and how many in your family will participate. Deadline to sign up is May 1. Thank you.

Upcoming Pastoral Change, AdCo Meeting, Staff
Upcoming Pastoral Change
from Kevin Feleay, SPRC Coordinator
When Pastor Faye signed on to become our part-time Pastor in December, we knew that we would
have to be looking for a replacement for her as her tenure is done the end of June. SPRC met with
Pastor Marge Cox and our District Superintendent, Jenny Collins, last week and we had a great
discussion. Some information about Pastor Marge is below. She will start in July for a one year
term and is looking forward it. In the meantime, we will continue to hear the Word and its lessons
from Pastor Faye.
Pastor Marge Cox has served for the past 11 years at
Humboldt-Big Creek, a two-point charge in southeast Kansas. She
began her 31 years in ministry as associate pastor at Countryside
and has also served Coffeyville Trinity, Silver Lake, Richmond-LanePrinceton, Paola, and Kansas City Wyandotte. She is moving from
full-time to half-time on the way to full retirement.
Pastor Marge grew up in Manhattan, graduating from Kansas
State University with a major in journalism and mass communication. Prior to attending
seminary at Saint Paul School of Theology, she worked in advertising, was a part-time
usher for the KC Royals, and worked for KDOT. A lot of Pastor Marge’s family, including
her parents, live in the Topeka area. Her younger brother, John, lives with her since his
oral cancer surgery in 2015 left him with diminished speech. She enjoys spending time
with family, traveling, watching sports and movies on TV, and reading.
The next Administrative Council meeting is Wednesday, April 13 at 5:30 p.m.
Administrative Council minutes are available if you are interested in them. Stop in the office or ask
Deb for an emailed copy.
Pleasant Hill UMC 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS 66618 785-246-1737 pleasanthillumc.org
The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays.
Cover: Egg Hunts before the pandemic
Pleasant Hill UMC Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Faye, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
Office Administrator:
Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
or phumctopeka@yahoo.com
Youth Director:
Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org
Custodian:
Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.:
Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org
Organists:
Mary S and Marty R

Angel Award Scholarships, Prayer Time, Gift Cards
Angel Awards Scholarship Program
Angel Awards is a scholarship program to help PHUMC members and their relatives pay for
continuing education. Last year, the inaugural year, two students received $500 scholarships. The
2022 Angel Awards program is now open for applications. To qualify, the applicant must have been
accepted to attend a college, university, or technical school. This includes high school junior/seniors
taking dual credit classes, high school seniors getting ready to graduate, as well as those already
attending institutions of higher education.


May 1 is the deadline for a hard copy of the application to be RECEIVED at the church office.

We will ask three individuals who are not a part of PHUMC to act as our selection committee.
Applicant names will be redacted from the applications to ensure an impartial selection process. We
plan to announce recipients on Education Sunday.
In awarding scholarships, the selection committee will consider the application form, letter(s) of
recommendation, youth group/church involvement, and school/community involvement. Student
financial situation is not considered when awarding scholarships.
Application forms listing all requirements are available in the office, please see Deb.
Prayer Time
The Congregational Care Team will host a weekly Prayer Time on Sunday evenings at
6 p.m., lasting about 30 minutes, beginning April 24th. We will meet, share names,
and offer prayers for those who are facing difficult times or are in need of our prayers.
All are invited to join in the Prayer Time. You may pray silently or aloud.
Gift Cards
If you would like $5 gift cards for Easter baskets, contact Mary Smith or Deb in the office.
Mary will have gift cards available by the organ after church. If Mary is not in church on a
Sunday, you can get gift cards through Deb. Gift cards make great gifts as well as being useful for
everyday shopping. We can also get ecards for some companies. Purchasing gift cards from the
church is a way to give to the church. Cards sell for face value, our church earns a percentage from
the retailer. The funds we earn are available to use for church ministries and activities.

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Celebrate!, Diaper Shower
If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the
office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com. Thanks!
Birthdays This Month
Annie McDowell
Erin Herrick
Andrew Patton
Mary Colton
Marilyn Domer

4/5
4/6
4/11
4/12
4/12

Dean Steward
Lauren Feleay
John Strickert
Annika Wilson
Molly Strobel

4/13
4/17
4/18
4/19
4/25

Jean McConnell
Mike Neely
Ian Law

4/28
4/29
4/30

Anniversaries This Month
Chris & Monica Sturgeon
Ray & Billie Dupree

4/1
4/5

6 years

Samuel & Danette Martin
Nick & Karen Nicolay
Jahnnie & Cathy Brake
Kevin & Angie Feleay
Alan & Linda Shaffer
Glen & Linda Smith

4/12
4/19
4/20
4/22
4/25
4/26

36 years
41 years
37 years
27 years
35 years
14 years

Celebrate!

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small!



Cory and Jolene Flowers welcomed a new daughter, Chloe, on January 20. Chloe has a big
brother, CJ. Congrats!



Lewis & Debbie Taylor have a new great-granddaughter, Robin Zeller. She was born on March
6, was 20 inches long and weighed 8 lb. 14 oz. Her mom is Shannon, who, when she was in
school, attended our church with Debbie. Congrats!

The Congregational Care Team strives to support all ages of our congregation during difficulties and
during times of celebration. This month we would like to celebrate with Jolene and Cory Flowers on
the birth of their daughter, Chloe, so....
DIAPER SHOWER
For
Chloe Flowers
Born January 20, 2022
Daughter of
Jolene and Cory Flowers
Please bring your diapers (size 1 or above) any Sunday in April and leave in the foyer
or drop them by the church office on weekday mornings.

Photos

30 people attended the
Ash Wednesday
services at PHUMC inperson. Several people
have viewed the video.
Shown at left is the
imposition of ashes.

As many as 21 people have gathered for
the Lenten Breakfasts. Good food, good
fellowship, and a Lenten meditation, a
good way to focus on the Lenten season.

The Betty Ferris
Memorial recently
paid for new
communion-ware:
(counterclockwise
from top left)
hammered pitcher,
hammered tray for
bread, and polished tray for gluten free crackers.
These go well with the silver chalice we already had.

Atlas Mae
Henry, 8
months old,
shown with her
mom, Santina,
was baptized
on March 13.

The Adult Bell Choir played “Holy, Holy, Holy” for the prelude on March 13.

On March 20, we had 7
kids at Children’s Time!
(One is behind Mark, only
her hairbow is visible.)

Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline
Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.
This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find
online even the next day. If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this.
March 4: Nearly 1/3 of Germany’s 15.5 million cases have occurred in the past 28 days. Running
case count in South Korea nearing 4 million, with over 3 million of those in the past 28 days.
Running case count in New Zealand nearing 189,000, with over 170K of those in the past 28 days.
March 16: Running case count in Shawnee County over 48,000. Running case count in Kansas over
769,000. The US reported 1.51 million cases in the past 28 days, putting the US 9th in the
worldwide list of most cases in the past 28 days. South Korea leads the list with 6 million of their
total 7.63 million in the past 28 days. Germany is second, with 5 million of their total 17.82
million in the past 28 days. Vietnam, Russia, France, Japan, Brazil, and Turkey are #s 3 - 8.
March 21: Running case count worldwide 471 million. The US reported 1.25 million cases in the
past 28 days, putting the US 11th in the worldwide list of most cases in the past 28 days. South
Korea still leads the list, with 7.52 million of their total 9.58 million in the past 28 days. Vietnam is
second, Germany third. Russia, France, Japan, Netherlands, UK, Brazil, and Italy are #s 4 - 10.
March 28: Running case count in Kansas 769,850 cases including 8,222 deaths. Running case
count in the US just under 80 million including 978,000 deaths. Running case count worldwide
482.6 million including 6.1 million deaths.
The US reported just under 1 million cases in the past 28 days, putting the US 13th in the worldwide
list of most cases in the past 28 days. South Korea, Vietnam, Germany, France, UK, Italy,
Netherlands, Russia, Japan, Australia, Brazil, and Austria all had more cases in the past 28 days
than the US. South Korea is still very concerning, with nearly 9 million cases in the past 28 days.
Germany is holding fairly steady with 4.7 million of their 19.5 million total in the past 28 days.
The 7 day average of new cases per day per 100,000 residents in Shawnee County has been
between 2 and 3 since March 12. Hospitalizations in Shawnee County due to Covid reached a
high in January of 124 and declined throughout February and March to current total of 5.
As of March 28, 2022
Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties
County:
Douglas Jackson
Jefferson
Osage
Shawnee
Wabaunsee
+
Running case count :
24,899
3,883
4,750
3,895
48,089
1,637
+
Covid death total :
134
29
59
47
592
22
Population*:
110,826
13,462
19,126
16,295
177,934
7,053
+
Case counts and death totals from KDHEKS.gov * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov
We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.
It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:

We don’t expect you to give to everything!
We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch
your heart and what support you choose to give.

Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options
A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online. Simply
go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.
On our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here.
You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday. Later in the week, you
can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page,
click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch. Also on the Sermons page is a link to our
Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening.

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.
This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left). Click on the
‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below.
Enter the amount here
and choose the option you
want from the buttons at the
bottom of the page.
If you are interested in giving by automatic
withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form.
You are always welcome to drop off
or mail donations to the church:
Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS 66618.
We are always grateful for our generous donors!
Christmas and Easter can be subjects for poetry, but Good Friday, like Auschwitz, cannot. The
reality is so horrible it is not surprising that people should have found it a stumbling block to faith”
― W.H. Auden

