Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church
4525 NW Button Road,
Topeka, KS 66618-2507
(785) 246-1737
WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PLEASANTHILLUMCTOPEKA/
Email: ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG
or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM

In-Person Worship Services
Sundays 10 a.m.
Mask-wearing is optional in our
church building.
See last page for information on how
to watch our service online.

Pastor’s Corner

May 2022
Sunday, May 8, our scripture lesson will be from John 10:22-30.
Jesus is with a group of Jews who want to know who He really is.
Starting with verse 24: “So the Jews gathered around Him and said to
Him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah,
tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.”
They had seen what Jesus could do. They had heard the words He
had spoken and still they questioned who Jesus really is and so He
answered them with this - 27 ” My sheep hear my voice. I know them,
and they follow me.”

That made me think about who it is that we follow. Do we follow Jesus Christ - the one who
died for everyone’s sins - the one who doesn’t judge you for who you are? All Jesus asks is that we
turn to Him for guidance - and He will be there. We are asked to listen for His voice to give us the
answers we seek.
Next month, Linda Smith and I will be going to Annual Conference. Many of you may already be
aware of the decisions facing the United Methodist Church. Some of you may be aware that this
past Sunday, the traditionalists quietly made it official to split from the United Methodist Church and
are now known by the name ‘The Global Methodist Church’.
If you are like me, you want to know more about what is happening in the United Methodist
Church. I have been online and researched places that I think will give you some answers that you
may be seeking whether you are a traditionalist or you are a progressive. My prayer is that you will
take the time to do some reading on your own. Think about where you are on your theological view
and whose voice you are listening to.
Websites where you can find some helpful reading are www.ReformedTruths.com,
www.GlobalMethodist.org, www.UM-insight.net, www.UMNews.org, www.ReligionNews.com.
Please share any insights or thoughts you may have with Linda Smith since she will be your Lay
Representative as she attends Annual Conference in Nebraska June 8-11.
Grace and Peace to all,
Pastor Faye

Sunday School, Volunteer, Decorate Headstones, Mother’s Day
Children’s One Room Sunday school
will start May 8 after Children’s Time.

May 2022

We would like to have VBS this summer and need a
director. Please talk to Patricia Wilson,
pjw2@cox.net 785-554-7502, or Deb in the office

Worship Service Volunteer Opportunities:
Greeters and Ushers - Any age
Communion Servers and Liturgists - Youth and up.
If interested contact Deb in the office or Linda Smith at lkfrsh@yahoo.com.

The new weekly Prayer Time is
postponed until further notice.

Before

The church refrigerator and the freezer will be
cleaned soon. If you have something in either one,
please remove it or it may be tossed.

After

Everyone is invited to help put flowers on the graves in the Methodist Home Section of Mount
Hope Cemetery (just east of 17th and Fairlawn) on Friday, May 27 at 6:30 p.m. Flowers are
provided. It doesn’t take long and it makes the section look very nice.
Mother’s Day, May 8 this year, is the day we recognize the women who have
given us the best things in life: their love, their care, and their cooking. They
taught us about hard-work, patience, humility, kindness, perseverance, tolerance,
forgiveness and understanding - and how to have a lot of fun along the way. Life
doesn’t come with a manual, it comes with a mother.
Happy Mother’s Day to these women. They may not use the title mother or mom,
but we know who those women are in our lives and know they make a difference.
A special message to the mothers who are gone from our sight but never gone
from our hearts and minds. Happy Mother’s Day in heaven. We love you.
by Linda Smith
The next Administrative Council meeting is Wednesday, May 11 at 5:30 p.m.
Administrative Council minutes are available if you are interested in them. Stop in the office or ask
Deb for an emailed copy.

Passings, Thanks, Photos

May 2022

On to Eternal Life: Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life
in the past month:
Mike Hizey

Larry Hanson

Judy Barrow

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us.

Several members of the Fellowship Team
served breakfast of biscuits-n-gravy and fruit on
Easter Sunday. Thank you!

Hannah Caudill was baptized on Easter Sunday.

Confirmation Class, New Members

Confirmation Class and New Members
Shown at top are the confirmation class members,
their mentors, and Pastor Faye. Thank you to Kelly,
Michelle, Ron, Annie, Kevin, Sam, and Dave for
mentoring the youth through the confirmation
classes. Six of the confirmation class members joined
our church on Easter Sunday.
Shown above and at upper right: Jace, Hannah,
Lauren, Madison, Erin, and Chloe were confirmed on
Easter Sunday with laying on of hands by their family
members and Pastor Faye.
Alex Amory and Dennis Shepherd also joined our
church on Easter Sunday. Their photos are at right.
Welcome to all our new members!

May 2022

Birthdays, Anniversaries, May 29 Potluck, Prayer Time Postponed

May 2022

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the
office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com. Thanks!
Birthdays This Month
Heidi Walder
Denis Warkentine
John Wilson
Heather Strobel
Ellie Noble
Carole Stout
Berniece Chadwell

5/1
5/2
5/2
5/5
5/11
5/12
5/13

Jim Miller
Donna Ward
Aspen Nelson
Kay Jones-Ray
Dalton Smith
Kelly Neiman
Waylon Walder

5/14
5/17
5/18
5/24
5/24
5/25
5/25

Angie Feleay
Olivia Serrano
Angie Smith
Joyce Mannell
Sharon Miller

5/27
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/31

Anniversaries This Month
Bill & Shirley Slimmer
Mark & Sue Searles
Rusty & Monica Newell
John & Peggy Wilson
Bruce & Linda Lanning
Larry & Patricia Wilson
Fellowship Team is planning a Potluck (Covered Dish Dinner) for
May 29, the Sunday before Memorial Day, right after worship
service. There will be a sign up sheet in the foyer. Please sign up
or contact Deb in the office if you plan to attend so the team can
get an idea of how many to plan for as they plan to prepare drinks
and table service and to set up tables and chairs. We haven’t
been able to have many fellowship activities like this in a while
and we’ve missed getting together with all of you!!

5/8
5/17
5/23
5/27
5/29
5/30

52
47
35
50
58
52

years
years
years
years
years
years

Please Lock Your
Vehicle
It is a good idea to
lock your vehicle
while you are in the
church building, just
like when you visit
other places.

The Congregational Care Team will bring
Holy Communion
after morning worship on the first Sunday of each month to congregants who are
unable to attend Sunday morning worship service. Please call the office at 785246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. the Friday before if you would like to receive communion.
Prayer Time
The Congregational Care Team will host a weekly Prayer Time on Sunday evenings at
6 p.m., lasting about 30 minutes, beginning April 24th. We will meet, share names,
and offer prayers for those who are facing difficult times or are in need of our prayers.
All are invited to join in the Prayer Time. You may pray silently or aloud.

Good Friday, Prayer Shawl Ministry

May 2022

On Good Friday, from 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m., we had a prayer
vigil as well as Stations of the
Cross meditation stations.
Thank you to everyone who
loaned items for the stations.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
by Mary Smith, Congregational Care Team Coordinator
Prayer shawls have been made for centuries. They are symbolic of an unconditionally-loving God.
Prayer shawls wrap, comfort, cover, and bring peace and healing to those who are in difficult
situations. The Congregational Care Team at Pleasant Hill has been distributing shawls to
individuals in our congregation, community, and families for many years. Not only do we provide
traditional prayer shawls but we also have pocket prayer shawls. Pocket shawls are a miniature
version of a prayer shawl that is small enough to be tucked inside a pocket or purse. These can be
carried into surgery and even taken on vacations.
Do you crochet or knit? If you do, we would like to invite you to join in our ministry. We are
always in need of shawls and encourage you to join our ministry. We have patterns and some yarn
available. Please talk to Mary Smith, 785-640-1286, if you are interested.

Easter Services Recap, Adult Bell Choir, Celebrate!, Gift Cards

May 2022

28 people attended Easter Sunrise Service. The service was led by
Pastor Faye and Sam Feleay. John Wilson played guitar for the service.
Due to the weather, chilly and forecast to rain, the service was held
inside.
129 people attended the 10 a.m. Easter Service in-person. The
service included communion, baptism, confirmation, new members
joining, Bell Choir playing, Praise Band singing, a duet played by Mary
on the clavinova and Marty on the organ, as well as several hymns on
the organ. The service lasted 95 minutes, a bit longer than usual.
The Adult Bell Choir
played “Glory in the
Cross” for offertory on
April 10 and “Let Praises
Fill the Sky” for prelude
on April 17. On May 1
they will play “On Christ
the Solid Rock I Stand”
for prelude before
taking a break through
the summer.

Celebrate!


Celebrating the good stuff, large or small!

Elaine and Harry Worden have a new great granddaughter. Little Ember Faye Bird, the daughter
of Darren and Leanna Bird, was born 3 weeks early on Friday, April 15. She weighed 5.4 lbs.
and was 19”. Mom and baby went home Saturday, April 16. Congrats!
Gift Cards

Mary will have gift cards available by the organ after church. If Mary is not in church on a
Sunday, you can get gift cards through Deb. Gift cards make great gifts as well as being useful for
everyday shopping. We can also get ecards for some companies. Purchasing gift cards from the
church is an easy way to help the church. Cards sell for face value, our church earns a percentage
from the retailer. The funds we earn are available to use for church ministries and activities.

Holy Humor Sunday

May 2022

On April 24, the Sunday after
Easter, we celebrated that God had
the last laugh on the devil when
Jesus rose from the dead. Holy
Humor Sunday, as it is called, was
a day of silliness and laughter. All
were invited to dress for the
occasion. Kelly and Kevin brought
special friends who followed them
around all day! (see photos next
page.) Kazoos and Easter eggs
were passed out as people arrived
for service. The eggs had jokes in
them (two were empty, which was the joke.) Kazoos could be played during any song. People
were invited to tell jokes as a joyful lead-in to Joys and Concerns. Jokes appeared on-screen at
various times. The liturgist had a “Laugh” sign and several members of the congregation had “Ha!”
or “Hee hee!” signs. At Children’s Time, not only were children in attendance, but also several
people representing a cross-section of the congregation.
The only sad part of Holy Humor Sunday was that Pastor Faye was unexpectedly unable to attend.
Sam Feleay, originally liturgist, moved up to acting pastor and read her sermon. Caleb Wilson was
the substitute liturgist. Thank you to both Sam and Caleb, and to all who helped make the day fun!

More photos and some of the jokes and pictures that were on-screen are on the next page.

Holy Humor Sunday

More photos from
Holy Humor Sunday,
as well as some of the
jokes and photos that
were on-screen.

May 2022

IT’S OKAY, REV., WE ALL IT WAS OKAY, BUT I LIKE THE
HAVE OUR OFF DAYS.
SUNDAY CARTOONS BETTER.

I KNOW A SONG ABOUT PEAS... ‘I GOT
PEAS LIKE A RIVER IN MY SOUL...’

WHY WERE THE SHEPHERDS OUT
WASHING THEIR SOCKS BY NIGHT?

Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff

May 2022

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.
This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find
online even the next day. If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this.
March 29: FDA authorized a second booster dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine or
Moderna Covid-19 vaccine, administered at least four months after the first booster dose, for
people who fit certain categories.
March 30: Running case count in Kansas over 770,000. Running case count in the US over 80
million. Running case count worldwide over 486 million.
April 1: Kansas Department of Health and Environment and Shawnee County began publishing
Covid numbers weekly rather than 3 times per week.
April 12: Running case count worldwide topped 500 million. The 28-day worldwide case count
nearly 40 million.
April 25: Running case count in the US over 81 million. US 9th in 28-day cases worldwide behind
South Korea (4.9 million), Germany (4.7 million), France (3.3 million), Italy (1.8 million), Vietnam
(1.6 million), Australia (1.4 million), Japan (1.3 million), UK (1.3 million).
April 28: Running case count worldwide over 512 million. The 28-day worldwide case count 25
million.
April 29: Running case count in Kansas 775,813.
As of April 29, 2022
Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties
County:
Douglas Jackson
Jefferson
Osage
Shawnee
Wabaunsee
+
Running case count :
26,285
3,898
4,814
3,922
48,484
1,638
Population*:
110,826
13,462
19,126
16,295
177,934
7,053
+
Case counts from KDHEKS.gov
* population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov
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The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays.
Cover: Waving palms on Palm Sunday 2022, Memorial Garden photos spring 2022
Pleasant Hill UMC Staff
Pastor:
Pastor Faye, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
Office Administrator:
Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
or phumctopeka@yahoo.com
Youth Director:
Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org
Custodian:
Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org
Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.:
Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org
Organists:
Mary S and Marty R

Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options

May 2022

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online. Simply
go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video. On
our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here.
You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday. Later in the week, you
can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page,
click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch. Also on the Sermons page is a link to our
Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening.

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.
This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left). Click on the
‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below.
Enter the amount here
and choose the option you
want from the buttons at the
bottom of the page.
If you are interested in giving by automatic
withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form.
You are always welcome to drop off
or mail donations to the church:
Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS 66618.
We are always grateful for our generous donors!
We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.
It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:

We don’t expect you to give to everything!
We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch
your heart and what support you choose to give.

