
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church 

4525 NW Button Road,  

Topeka, KS  66618-2507 

(785) 246-1737    

WWW.PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PLEASANTHILLUMCTOPEKA/ 

Email:  ADMIN@PLEASANTHILLUMC.ORG  

        or PHUMCTOPEKA@YAHOO.COM 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m.   

Mask-wearing is optional in our 

church building. 

See last page for information on how 

to watch our service online. 

Vacation Bible School was July 25-29.  22 kids attended and about the same number of volunteers!  

(Not everyone is pictured.)  The theme this year was Passport to Peace.  Lessons included listening 

to/learning from people who are different, noticing the needs of others and seeking to help, acting 

creatively to keep everyone safe, resolving conflicts, and taking action when people have been hurt.  

More photos of Vacation Bible School are inside. 

http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


August 2022 

Many thanks to all of you for the very warm welcome to 

Pleasant Hill UMC!  I am overwhelmed with your gracious 

understanding and compassion.  You came immediately to help 

get me settled and were helpful and friendly as you moved and 

unpacked boxes in the house in those first couple of days.  

Moving is always stressful and my brother's fall and 

hospitalization only added a new dimension.  Your willingness to 

step up and help has been a tremendous blessing! 

 

His recent surgery and passing was not expected at all.  I 

wish you all had gotten to know him, for he was 6 feet 4 inches 

of kindness and friendliness and knowledge of all things sports-

related.  He had a great sense of humor and will be missed 

greatly for he was dearly loved by his family and friends.  John 

was the youngest of the family, and I am so glad to have shared 

the last 7 years with him.  Together we watched countless sporting events, movies and concerts.  

He worked in retail management and sales most of his working life, first with Payless Cashways and 

later with Home Depot.  He coached his daughter's softball team when she was a child and was 

most recently helping her become a good coach for her children's sports teams.  Katie, his daughter, 

lives in Texas and she and her three kids will be here for the services.  We are tentatively planning a 

service for August 5 or 6.  John was a member at Highland Park UMC here in Topeka and the 

services will be there.  We will keep you all posted as details are finalized.  You'll probably learn 

more about him as our time together continues and I'll look forward to that. 

 

I know he was looking forward to meeting you all.  He did see the church from the parking lot as 

we were in Topeka in May for one of his doctor's appointments and was impressed with what he 

saw.  I look forward to getting to know more about all of you and continuing our ministry together.  

So far, I am impressed, too! 

 

May God continue to bless all of you! 

 

Pastor Marge  
 

Pastor’s Corner 

Rev. Paul Mitchell will 

be our guest speaker 

on August 7.  



August 2022 School Supplies, Sunday School Change, Mission Collection 

Mission Committee News 

 

We are collecting socks and underwear through the end of August for Seaman’s Logan 

Community Resource Room.  Like last year, to make this a little more fun, it is a competition.  If you 

support K-State, please bring socks.  If you support KU, please bring underwear.  Pairs of each will 

be counted and the results will be shared.  You decide, will it be  

 
or 

 
??? 

Sunday School, It Is A-Changin’ 

 

Sunday School, it is a-changin’, well, not too 

much, just a temporary change of room and 

theme, and the addition of one leader.  

Starting August 21 the adult Sunday School class will move to room 102 (northwest corner of the 

building) where Matt Mannell and Gary Slimmer will combine efforts for a special Bible Study. 

 

After separate, memorable trips to Kentucky to visit the Ark Encounter and the Creation Museum, 

both the Slimmer family and the Mannell family were inspired to more closely examine what is 

shown at these two very popular Christian tourist attractions and to compare and contrast them 

with the beliefs of the United Methodist Church as well as the beliefs of the members of our church 

family.  We will have videos to watch on the subjects and open discussions.  The length and the 

path the study will take will be determined by the interests of the group.  We welcome anyone 

Youth Group age and above to join with us in exploring the early aspects of our faith.  We will meet 

@ 9 a.m. each Sunday in room 102.  Can’t wait to see you there! 

Gift Cards for School Supplies! 

 

Have you thought about using gift cards to purchase 

school supplies this year?  We have Walmart, Target, Kohls, 

Penney’s, and more cards available.  Just stop by the church 

office or purchase at the gift card table on Sunday morning.  

Remember that with the purchase of gift cards you are 

giving to the church at the same time. 



August 2022 

There are many things in life that will catch your eye, but 

only a few will catch your heart... Pursue those. 

 – Michael Nolan 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Marge Fairchild       Steven Stucky        John Cox 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Thanks,  

Dear PHUMC Family, 

Thank you for all of your prayers, kind thoughts, calls, visits, 

and beautiful get well cards this past month.  It’s been a long 

journey, but I am now moved into my new apartment at 

Lexington Park, and feeling stronger each day. 

One of the best decisions Frank and I ever made was to join this 

dear church about 50 years ago.  You have been our friends and 

family ... loving and praying us through good times and bad.  I 

can’t imagine our lives without all of you in them. 

Please feel free to call - or come and visit me!  My cell number is 

the same, and my address is: 

Gladys Law 

Lexington Park Assisted Living 

1021 SW Fleming Court, Apt. 223 

Topeka, KS  66604 

Love, Gladys & Family 

For the Vacation Bible School mission this year, we 

collected school supplies for Seaman USD345’s Logan 

Community Resource Room.  These will help those 

who find it difficult to afford all the required supplies. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our 

Vacation Bible School a success this year - the 

volunteers and the parents of the kids who 

attended.  We did not have a large number of kids, 

but we had a good time and we learned about 

being peacemakers, about sharing, about cleaning 

up our messes, and about helping others.  The 

week ended with a communal meal Friday evening. 



August 2022 

Financial Update 
 

2022 Jan Feb Mar April May June Total 

General Fund Receipts $14,619 $12,410 $12,416 $11,487 $11,414 $9,884 $72,230 

General Fund Expenses $9,975 $8,258 $7,554 $11,713 $9,091 $10,097 $56,688 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 

2021 Jan Feb Mar April May June Total 

General Fund Receipts $9,521 $19,209 $8,566 $11,788 $10,337 $6,860 $66,280 

General Fund Expenses $15,475 $13,725 $14,238 $12,526 $15,849 $15,364 $87,176 

For comparison, here is the same period of last year: 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Back to School, Financial Update 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Anniversaries This Month 

Rodger & Morgan Fry            8/4 4 years 

Marvin & Mary Smith            8/19 56 years 

Kevin & Annie McDowell        8/31 20 years 

Chris & Lee McManaman       8/31  

Ella Caudill 8/3 

Barbara Slimmer 8/4 

Santina Espinosa 8/6 

Freye Adame 8/8 

Steve Noble 8/8 

Gina Adame 8/9 

Emma Noble 8/9 

Mary Neely 8/10 

Kim Patton 8/12 

Val Warkentine 8/12 

Monica Sturgeon 8/13 

Ashleigh Crawshaw  8/18 

Marc Serrano 8/18 

Jessica Herrick 8/19 

Michael Smith 8/21 

Todd Domer 8/23 

Linda Smith 8/23 

Bill Slimmer 8/25 

Birthdays This Month 

It’s August and that means Back to School!  Be alert to kids walking to and from 

school, be prepared to stop for school buses, and pay attention to when school speed 

zones are in effect.  First day of school in area schools ranges 

from Wednesday, August 10 to Thursday, 

August 18.  Be especially 

careful the first several days of 

school as everyone gets used 

to new routines! 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


August 2022 Special Music, Potluck, Administrative Council 

The next Administrative Council meeting is Wednesday, August 10 at 5:30 p.m. 

Administrative Council minutes are available if you are interested in them.  Stop in the office or ask 

Deb for an emailed copy. 

Summer Music 

 

Our Praise Band is taking some well-deserved time off.  During 

their absence we are inviting you to share your talents with us.  If 

you, your child, or your grandchild sing or play an instrument, we 

would be honored to have you perform during the service.  Sign up 

in the foyer or call Deb in the office, 785-246-1737. 

 

Thank you to John Wilson for sharing his beautiful musical gift with 

us!  On July 10 John accompanied himself on the guitar and sang 

“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”. 

 

Thank you to Joy Chapman for sharing her beautiful musical gift 

with us!  On July 24 she played “Over the Rainbow”. 

 

We are soliciting requests for favorite songs to be sung on Sundays 

we don’t have special music.  Please submit your requests to Deb 

or Mary Smith in advance so that the words can be included in the 

bulletin and slides and the organist has time to prepare.  Songs will 

be selected based upon the most frequently requested. 

Not a lot of people stayed for 

the potluck on July 31.  If you 

did not, you missed out - Atlas 

enjoyed all the food and gave it 

her seal of approval! 



August 2022 Piecing Love & Warmth, Guest Speaker, Annual Conference Report 

Annual Conference Report 

 

Impacts of the pandemic have affected many churches across the country.  Worship attendance 

is still less than pre-pandemic.  Programs for children and youth are returning but participation is 

low.  In many churches fellowship activities are being restructured to limit the spread of the virus.  

 

Pleasant Hill continues to experience these impacts.  However, we are working hard to recover 

and to regain our momentum as a church full of vitality, excitement and Christian Spirit.  It is going 

to be a journey and take all of us to make the recovery happen but when we focus on what it 

means to be disciples for Jesus, we will be successful.  We remember the mission of Pleasant Hill 

and our charge as members is, “making disciples of Jesus Christ through connecting, worshiping, 

learning and serving.”  

 

Discipleship is helping people to trust and follow Jesus.  We will do this by modeling Jesus in our 

thoughts, our words, our actions, our everything.  For me this sounds challenging and difficult, but I 

remind myself that God loves me and knows that I will make mistakes.  He forgives me and gives 

me strength to overcome my mistakes and learn from them.  By praying to live my life modeling 

Jesus I feel peace in my soul and my heart is full of love.  

 

Remember Matthew 22:37-39 when asked what is the greatest commandment, 37 
Jesus replied:  

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’ 
38 

This is the first and greatest commandment. 
39 

And the second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’’  

 

My dear church family, you are my neighbors.  I love every one of you and pray for you daily. 

 

Blessings, 

Linda Smith, Lay Leader 

When Pastor Marge 

needed to be with her 

brother on July 24, 

Linda Smith agreed to 

bring the message.  

Her message was, “Do 

My Prayers Go 

Unanswered?” based 

on Luke 11:1-13. 

Piecing Love & Warmth group meets at 

the church on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays,    

9-11 a.m. to make blankets for displaced/

homeless kids.  Anyone wishing to help is 

invited to attend.  Donations of embroidery 

floss, thread, lengths of fabric, new or 

gently-used sheets and small fleece 

blankets, and mid-sized Amazon boxes are 

all welcomed! 



August 2022 Vacation Bible School 



August 2022 Vacation Bible School 



August 2022 

 

Communion, Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.  

This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

July 13:  Running case count in Shawnee County 51,886.  Running case count in Kansas 819,675.  

Running case count in the US over 89 million, 28-day total 3 million.  Running case count 

worldwide over 559 million, 28-day total 21 million. 

July 21:  Running case count in the US over 90 million, 28-day total 3.3 million.  Running case count 

worldwide over 567 million, 28-day total 25 million. 

July 27:  Running case count in Kansas 834,820, 28-day total 27,886.  Running case count in the US 

90.9 million, 28-day total 3.4 million.  Running case count worldwide 573.3 million, 28-day total 

26.6 million. 

July 28:  Running case count in the US over 91 million, 28-day total 3.4 million.  Running case count 

worldwide 574.4 million, 28-day total 27 million. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Marge, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists: Mary S and Marty R 

Pleasant Hill UMC 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618   785-246-1737   pleasanthillumc.org 

The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays. 

As of July 27, 2022     Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 29,848 4,150 5,121 4,208 53,210 1,726 

Population*: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 

+ Case counts from KDHEKS.gov    * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

The Congregational Care Team will bring  

Holy Communion  

after morning worship on the first Sunday of each month to 

congregants who are unable to attend Sunday morning worship 

service.  Please call the office at 785-246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. 

the Friday before if you would like to receive communion. 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
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mailto:praise@pleasanthillumc.org


August 2022 Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options 

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online.  Simply 

go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  On 

our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here. 

You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Later in the week, you 

can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page, 

click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch.  Also on the Sermons page is a link to our 

Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening. 

 

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.  

This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  Click on the 

‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below. 

Enter the amount here  

and choose the option you 

want from the buttons at the 

bottom of the page. 
 

 

If you are interested in giving by automatic  

withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form. 

 

You are always welcome to drop off  

or mail donations to the church:  

  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618. 
 

We are always grateful for our generous donors! 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.  

It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch 

your heart and what support you choose to give. 
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