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September 2022 

There is much ado about what's going on in the United 

Methodist Church these days.  Will the denomination split?  How 

will it affect us?  History shows us that over the past two hundred 

years, there have been divisions and mergers, controversy and 

harmony.  The church has divided over issues of race in the time 

of the Civil War, and reunited and embraced those of other races 

in 1939.  The church has struggled with the issue of the 

ordination of women, which was only resolved in the 20th 

century.  The issues around human sexuality as well as 

interpretation of scripture seem to be at the forefront of recent 

differences.  And the debate only gets more heated and more 

disturbing the closer we get to the next General Conference in 

2024. 
 

To help us get a better understanding of the various points of 

view, our district superintendent, Rev. Jenny Collins, has provided three websites that may help give 

us clarity about what is going on.  They do require you to have internet access and a cell phone, 

tablet or computer.  (You can also ask Deb for a printed copy of the first two items.) 
 

 The first involves core beliefs of the UMC, and it comes from the Communications arm of the 

UMC (UMCOM). The site is https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/bishop/

protocol+and+lgbtq+inclusion/umc+beliefs.pdf 
 

 The second is a comparison chart of United Methodist Church and Global Methodist Church 

beliefs.  The chart puts quotes from each denomination's governing documents side by side 

to compare the two.  www.txcumc.org/files/navigating+the+waters/fdtf/umc-

gmc+comparison+chart.pdf 
 

 There is also a Future of the UMC podcast series produced by Todd Seifert, the Great Plains 

Conference Communications Director, that has helpful information about where we have 

been and where we are going as the United Methodist Church.  You can find links to this 

podcast series here:  www.greatplainsumc.org/inlaymansterms  

 

There is also a wealth of other information on the conference website:  www.greatplainsumc.org 
 

I have checked out all three of these websites and found them to be helpful in understanding 

some of the issues.  I hope you will too.  I am happy to listen to your questions, and if I don't know 

the answer, I will do my best to search out the answers for you. 
 

Let's all do our best to be loving and kind in the midst of all of this. 
 

Blessings to you all. 

Pastor Marge  

Pastor’s Corner 
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September 2022 Trunk or Treat, Bingo, Labor Day, Mission Collection 

Mission Committee News 

 

One of the groups we are serving this year with our 

time, our gifts and our talents is the Alpha Christian 

Home, https://www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com/ 

 

Food (and etc.) Drive:  through the end of 

September we are collecting non-perishable pantry 

needs for the Alpha Christian Home.  They need 

everything from peanut butter to paper towels:  Non-

Perishable Individually-Packed School Lunch Supplies 

(Pudding, Snack Bars, Easy Mac, etc.), Peanut Butter, 

Jelly, Seasonings, Condiments, Sauces, Baking Supplies (Flour, Sugar, Yeast, Baking Powder, Baking 

Soda), Canned Soups, Soup & Snack Crackers, Beverages, Crest Toothpaste, Shampoo, Body Wash, 

Zip Lock Bags - all sizes, Hand Soap, Razors, Gold Bond Aloe Healing Lotion, Band-Aids, Dishwasher 

Pods, HE Gain Laundry Soap, Toilet Cleaner, Vinegar, Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Paper Towels, Napkins, 

Motor Oil (5W20, 5W30, 10W30, 10W40), Batteries (AAA, AA, D, C, 9v) 

  

Also, don’t miss out on the tour of the Alpha Christian Home on October 15!  More details 

will be available closer to the day. 

The Education Committee will be asking for candy 

donations in October for Trunk or Treat.  Start 

planning your ideas for decorating your trunks.  

This event for our community children will be well 

attended just like last year.  Date and time of the 

event will be shared in next month's newsletter. 

Mark your calendars!   

The next 5th Sunday Potluck Lunch  

will be October 30 following church service! 

Everyone is invited to play Bingo 

September 21, 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Piecing Love & Warmth is looking for mid-sized 

Amazon boxes to pack blankets, similar in size to 

paper boxes.  Please bring boxes to the church office. 

Youth Group has begun meeting 

Sundays at 4 p.m. at the church. 

https://www.alphachristianchildrenshome.com/


September 2022 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Steve Tenbrink       Janice Pishney-Schwartz 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Collection Results, Birthdays, Anniversaries,  

 

And the answer is:  Jayhawks give underwear!!  With a total of 624 pair of underwear, KU 

fans surpassed K-State fans, who gave 605 pair of socks.  KU fans ‘won’ but the real winners are 

the kids at Logan who will receive these generous donations!  Thank you to all who donated!! 

 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Anniversaries This Month 

Marc & Jammie Serrano      9/13  

Denis & Val Warkentine      9/13 35 years 

Matt & Pam Walder            9/20 14 years 

Kevin McDowell 9/5 

Sandy Old 9/6 

Carmen Sellens 9/6 

Mark Searles 9/7 

Lindsey Smith 9/7 

Ron Griffiths 9/8 

Dennis Shepherd 9/8 

Tenley Walder 9/8 

Ami Strickert 9/9 

Megan Strobel 9/9 

Caleb Wilson 9/11 

Brinley Cochran 9/14 

Karen Domer 9/14 

Emily Patton 9/14 

Matt Walder 9/15 

Brady Marteney 9/19 

Deb Mannell 9/21 

Orvina Tidball 9/24 

Jolene Flowers 9/27 

Sue Searles 9/28 

Kay Crowder 9/30 

Birthdays This Month 

Rev. Paul Mitchell 

brought the 

message “Oh The 

Places You’ll Go” on 

August 7.  

Thank you to John Wilson for sharing his 

beautiful musical gift with us!  On August 21 

John played guitar and sang “Hymn of Promise”. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


September 2022 Lay Report, Celebrate!, Communion 

Lay Report 

  by Linda Smith 

 

Recently, I was traveling north on Topeka Boulevard when I passed a young woman with pink 

hair who had her arms full of bags from Dollar General.  It was a cool damp afternoon and after I 

passed, I realized I should have stopped to see if she needed a ride.  There were cars behind me 

and I had groceries needing to be refrigerated.  I did not turn around. 

 

However, I couldn’t shake the feeling that I had made a mistake by not stopping to help her.  

The closer I got to home I kept thinking about her and this verse in Matthew 25:  44 “They also will 

answer, ‘Lord when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in 

prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one 

of the least of these, you did not do for me.’  

 

I know we need to be cautious and not take chances with our safety but I heard God’s message 

to help her and ignored it.  Obviously, she lived in the neighborhood.  It was the middle of the 

afternoon and I was totally safe.  That night as I said my prayers, I felt ashamed of myself and 

cried for God to forgive me for my self-centered actions.   

 

Since then, I’ve thought a great deal about small ways to help others who may need an extra 

hand.  For example, Glen was at a service station when three young women from out of state were 

trying to check the oil in their car.  He could easily tell they didn’t know what to do so he stepped in 

and helped them.  I was at Walmart in line behind a young man with his son.  I watched as he 

counted out change to pay for juice and milk for his little boy.  He was a couple dollars short.  It 

was easy for me to hand the clerk $5.00 to pay his bill.  We can easily do more for others if we 

open our eyes and pay attention to what is going on around us.   

 

Jesus taught us to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  

God wants our lives to overflow with mercy, love and compassion.  God is everywhere.  We need to 

keep our heart open and share His love with the world.  It’s just the right thing to do. 

The Congregational Care Team will bring Holy Communion after worship on the first Sunday of 

each month to congregants who are unable to attend Sunday morning worship service.  Please call 

the office at 785-246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. the Friday before if you would like to receive communion. 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! Celebrate! 

 Dorothy Tefft has 3 joys - 3 babies were born to her family on August 11!  Great-granddaughter, 

Brynlie, was born at noon to Brian Tefft, Jr. and Andrea.  Granddaughter Hazel and grandson 

Alvin, twins, were born at 7 p.m., to Scott Tefft.  All the babies are doing well.  Hazel and Alvin’s 

big brother Benjamin is extremely proud of the twins!  Congrats!!! 



September 2022 

 

Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff, Email/Calendar Issues 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.  

This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Aug 3:  Running case count in Shawnee County 53,677.  Running case count in Kansas 841,542.  

Running case count in the US 91.7 million, 28-day total 3.5 million, 2nd in world behind Japan (28-

day total 3.7 million out of 13.4 million total.)  Running case count worldwide 580 million, 28-day 

total 27.9 million. 

Aug 25:  Running case count in the US 94 million, 28-day total 2.9 million, 3rd in world behind Japan 

(28-day total 5.9 million out of 18 million total) and South Korea (28-day total 3.2 million out of 

22.7 million total.)  Running case count worldwide 599 million, 28-day total 24.7 million. 

Aug 31:  Running case count in Kansas 841,542.  Running case count in the US 94.5 million, 28-day 

total 2.8 million, 3rd in world behind Japan (28-day total 5.7 million out of 18.9 million total) and 

South Korea (28-day total 3.2 million out of 23.2 million total.)  Running case count worldwide 

602.8 million, 28-day total 22.8 million. 

Cover:  Youth group photos 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor Marge 

Office Administrator: Deb  Youth Director: Michelle 

Custodian: Jill Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.:   Kelly 

Organists: Mary S and Marty R 

Pleasant Hill UMC 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618   785-246-1737   pleasanthillumc.org 

The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays. 

As of August 31, 2022     Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count+: 30,998 4,279 5,302 4,346 55,429 1,786 

Population*: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 
+ Case counts from KDHEKS.gov    * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

Due to upgrading issues, all email addresses ending in @pleasanthillumc.org went down mid-

August.  This also shut down the online church calendar.  We are still attempting to fix the problem.  

The office address phumctopeka@yahoo.com is still working.  You can email any of the staff by 

using this address and stating clearly which staff member you wish to reach. 

The next Administrative Council meeting is Wednesday, September 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

Administrative Council minutes are available if you are interested in them.  Stop in the office or ask 

Deb for an emailed copy. 



September 2022 Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options 

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online.  Simply 

go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  On 

our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here. 

You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Later in the week, you 

can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page, 

click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch.  Also on the Sermons page is a link to our 

Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening. 

 

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.  

This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  Click on the 

‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below. 

Enter the amount here  

and choose the option you 

want from the buttons at the 

bottom of the page. 
 

 

If you are interested in giving by automatic  

withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form. 

 

You are always welcome to drop off  

or mail donations to the church:  

  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618. 
 

We are always grateful for our generous donors! 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.  

It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch 

your heart and what support you choose to give. 
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