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December 2022 

I am looking forward to our first Christmas together!  I'm 

excited to share in your customs and traditions and maybe bring a 

little something new as well.  I hope that all of you will be able to 

attend as many of the church's events and services this month as 

possible.  There are fun activities, service opportunities, and 

worship services that you will read about elsewhere in the 

newsletter. 

 

I love watching football and find a number of wonderful life 

lessons lived out right there on the football field.  For instance, in 

one recent Chiefs game, Travis Kelce dropped a pass, early in the 

game, and was obviously distressed about it.  Even though other 

factors were involved in dropping the pass (like the three 

defenders doing everything they could to prevent a catch), Kelce 

still thought it was his mistake.  He left the field, obviously in great distress.  The other players 

gathered around him, encouraging him, and I would assume saying things like "it's okay, we'll get 

them next time" or "hey man, it's still early in the game".  This is only a guess since I never actually 

played the game, so perhaps their language was a bit saltier than that.  At any rate, he went back 

out and by golly, the Chiefs won that game and yes, Kelce more than made up for that dropped 

pass in his efforts that day.  Kelce showed his character that day, as he felt bad but he didn't give 

up, he used his talents and determination, along with the support of his teammates, to conquer that 

initial disappointment.   

 

All of us make mistakes in life.  Sometimes we make big mistakes in important moments.  How 

we respond to those mistakes says a lot about what we are made of.  Do we get down on ourselves 

to the point that we lose focus or lose faith?  Do we compound that mistake by making more?  Or 

do we get back up, dust ourselves off and start all over again?  Do we learn from our mistakes and 

move forward trying not to make that same mistake again?  

 

How do we react when the people around us make mistakes?  Do we tear them down, or do we 

try to encourage them?  What kind of teammate, what kind of friend or family member do we want 

to be? 

 

Let's do our best this month to be bearers of hope, grace, peace, and joy.  Lord, help us to be 

loving and kind to one another.  The world needs a little more love and kindness these days and we 

can all bear the light of Christ to all we meet. 

 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

Pastor Marge 

Pastor’s Corner 



December 2022 Zoo Lights, Keep Hope Alive night, Christmas Services 

Reminder to congregation members who purchased Zoo 

Lights Tickets, please meet at the south entrance of 

the zoo by 6:45 p.m. Monday, December 5 so we 

can enter as a group at 7 p.m.   

 

Please park in the south lot, which is east of Zoo Parkway 

between Reinisch Parkway and Munn Memorial Drive. 

 

Christmas Services December 23, 24, 25 
 

To enable all to participate in a Christmas Eve worship, 

services will be held on Friday, December 23 and Saturday, 

December 24.   
 

 Christmas Eve Eve worship service, December 23, will be 

at 7 p.m.  Adult Bell Choir and Praise Band will perform.   
 

 Christmas Eve service, December 24, will be at 5 p.m. 
 

 Both services will include special music, communion, and 

“Silent Night” sung by candlelight. 

 

Jesus’ birth will be celebrated on Christmas Sunday, 

December 25 at 10 a.m. with a special worship service and 

carols. 

Main Zoo entrance 

 

South entrance, 

meet here 

 

South parking lot 

“Keep Hope Alive” night on December 13 is when we 

will put the final touches on our holiday mission projects.  

Join in as we start with the  

All Church Soup Supper 5-6 p.m.:  Come enjoy some 

beef stew, chili, ham sliders, and yummy desserts. 

Donations will go toward the Youth Group's mission trip, 

mission activities, and a small portion for candy prizes for 

Bingo on January 18.  And then, 

Join in the Christmas Spirit of Giving 5:30-7 p.m. as we create Christmas cards for Bags of 

Hope, pack Bags of Hope, and wrap Christmas gifts for the Alpha Christian Children’s Home.   

Mix in some Christmas tunes in the background and it will be a holiday event to remember! 



December 2022 

The Congregational Care Team will bring  

Holy Communion  

after morning worship on the first Sunday of each month to 

congregants who are unable to attend Sunday morning worship 

service.  Please call the office at 785-246-1737 by 11:30 a.m. 

the Friday before if you would like to receive communion. 

Cookies, Storage Pod, Bags of Hope, Communion, Bishop 

Everyone in the Great Plains Conference is invited to a farewell reception for 

Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. and Maye Saenz 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday, 

December 9, at Countryside UMC, 3221 SW Burlingame Road in Topeka.  

 

Effective January 1, 2023, current Great Plains Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. will be 

bishop of the Central Texas Conference and the North Texas Conference. 

 

Whether you can attend the reception or not, you are invited to share a word of thanks and 

remembrances of the bishop's time in Kansas and Nebraska.  Just follow the directions and fill in the 

form found at https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/WellWishesforBishopSaenz. 

 

Rev. Dr. David Wilson will be the first Native American bishop in the history of 

The United Methodist Church when he becomes the episcopal leader of the Great 

Plains Conference effective January 1, 2023.  He has served as campus minister,  

8+ years as church pastor, 7 years as director of promotions/interpretations for 

Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference (OIMC), 8 years as lead coordinator for 

the North Oklahoma City Native American Ministry, 19 years as conference 

superintendent for the OIMC, and 2 years as assistant to the bishop for the OIMC. 

This year UPS asked 

to place a storage 

pod on the edge of 

our parking lot. This is 

a temporary situation 

for the holiday season (a couple of months) so their 

seasonal delivery drivers can restock more easily. 

Homemade Christmas Cookies 

 

Homemade Christmas Cookies will be for 

sale December 18, right after worship 

service.  Made and decorated by our Youth 

Group, $5/bag.  Support our Youth Group 

projects and 2023 Mission Trip. 

Bags of Hope 

 

Mission Committee has purchased the items for Bags of Hope so 

each bag will be the same.  They are ready to fill 50 bags.  If 

you would like to help, monetary donations are welcomed!  $20 

will provide one bag of items.  See the bulletin board in the 

foyer to see our progress! 



December 2022 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Gary Clark       Larry Mumford       Markeeta Walder       Bill Brecheisen       Tina Briscoe  

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Thanks, Celebrate! 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who gave to the Harvest 
of Blessings for the benefit of Alpha Christian 
Children’s Home.  Over $1300 was received! 

Thank you to everyone who attended the all-
church shower and to all who couldn’t attend 
but sent good wishes, cards, and gifts.  It is 
wonderful to have so much support! 

Tailor & Santina Harrison 

Thank you to everyone who helped decorate the 
church for Advent on November 20. With the 
great group of volunteers, the task was quickly 
completed.  The decorations will be taken down 
after the January 8 worship service. 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! 

Celebrate! 

 

 

 Santina Espinosa and Tailor Harrison were 

married November 12. Congratulations! 

See more photos of 

decorations  

elsewhere in the 

newsletter. 



December 2022 

Adult Sunday School is offered before 

worship service.  It begins at 9 a.m. each 

Sunday and meets in room 201 (in the SW 

corner of the sanctuary.) 

Fellowship Committee News, Closings, Admin Council, SS 

Fellowship Committee News 
 

The Fellowship Committee will not meet in December.  Next meeting will be January 10 at 6 p.m. 

2023 events including Lenten Breakfasts, Progressive Dinner, and the April 5th Sunday Potluck will 

be planned. 

 

Women's Group will attend the December 13 All-Church Soup Supper in place of meeting at a 

restaurant. 

 

Fellowship 2023 calendar of events: 

 January 18 6:30 Bingo,  

 March Wednesday Lenten Breakfasts at the church begin,  

 April 30 5th Sunday Potluck,  

 Progressive Dinner - if there is congregation member interest. 

 Please look for a sign-up for Progressive Dinner Interest after the first of the year. 

Kevin, Angie, and Lauren Feleay lit the 

advent wreath November 27 for the first 

Sunday of Advent. 

Children are invited to One Room Sunday 

School during worship service.   

Following Children’s Time, they meet in room 

’Nursery’ (just west of the kitchen.) 

In Case of Inclement Weather 
 

If Seaman Schools are closed due to 

inclement weather, then the church office is 

also closed. 

 

If our worship service is cancelled due to 

inclement weather, it will be listed on WIBW 

and KSNT. 

The next Administrative Council meeting is 

Wednesday, December 14 at 5:30 p.m.  It is 

open to all.   



December 2022 How to Help Someone Up Off the Floor, Gift Cards 

 

Gift Cards for Christmas 
 

We will be selling Gift Cards in the foyer following worship service each Sunday 

before Christmas.  There will be lists of cards that we have on hand and cards 

that can be ordered -- if we don’t have what you want for Christmas on-hand 

you can order them.  Usually at Christmas there are some cards available in $5 and $10 

denominations that may not be available the rest of the year.   
 

—NEW— We can now get $10 McDonald’s gift cards and $25 Visa gift cards (no activation fee).   
 

Please leave your name and what you would like Mary to order at the Gift Card table or contact the 

church office with the information.  Mary will order cards Monday, December 5.  If there is enough 

interest, she will order again on December 19. 

How to Help Someone Up Off the Floor 
 

Begin by checking them for injuries.  If the person is injured and the injuries will be exacerbated by 

moving, don’t move them.  Call emergency services instead.  If the person is okay, you can work 

together to lift them off the floor:  

 Place a chair by their feet and another by their head.   

 Help them roll onto their side and into a kneeling position.  A fluffy towel or thin pillow may be 

used to help cushion the knees.   

 They should brace their hands on the chair in front of them while 

putting a single leg up towards the chair like they are doing a knee 

lunge.  Support their body as they get into position.   

 Finally, reposition the other chair behind them and support them until 

they can sit down. 



December 2022 Birthdays, Anniversaries, Gladys Law, December Calendar 

Anniversaries This Month 

Jim & Jeanetta Boughn      12/3 57 years 

David & Kelly Neiman        12/8 38 years 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Shawn Herrick 12/3 

D.J. Knight 12/4 

Lori Rea 12/6 

Christine Farmer 12/7 

Myra Saulsbury 12/8 

Emma Dowd 12/12 

Marguerite Pond 12/14 

Eva Noble 12/19 

Jahnnie Brake 12/21 

Ray Dupree 12/21 

Roxann Williams 12/21 

Chloe Wilson 12/21 

Zachary Patton 12/23 

Mary Shepherd 12/23 

Cory Flowers 12/24 

Gladys Law 12/24 

Gayle Smith 12/24 

Mary Hudson 12/25 

Dick Newell 12/27 

Jill Schreiner 12/29 

Cathy Brake 12/30 

Tara Schiffelbein 12/30 

Birthdays This Month 

You are invited to a birthday celebration for Gladys Law!   2-4 p.m. 

Sunday, December 4.  Postponed. 

   November 27,  

Dear PHUMC Family,  

Mom has had Covid this past week.  Although she is out of 

quarantine, she is incredibly weak.  We made the decision today to 

postpone her birthday party.  If you would, please send mom a 

birthday card.  Just like her mother, mom loves receiving pretty 

cards.  Her address is: 

Gladys Law 

c/o Lexington Park Assisted Living  

1021 SW Fleming Court, Apt. 223 

Topeka, KS 66604 

We appreciate your continued prayers.  

Much love, 

Mark, Donna, Travis and Carrie  

December at PHUMC  Online Calendar 

Dec 1, 8:30a, Church Breakfast at Perkins 

Dec 5, 7 p, Zoo Lights trip 

Dec 13, 5p, “Keep Hope Alive”  

 Soup Supper and Mission Work Night 

Dec 14, 1p, Congregational Care Team meeting 

Dec 14, 5:30p, Administrative Council meeting 

Dec 18, Christmas Cookies for sale after worship 

Dec 21, Newsletter ‘deadline’ 

Dec 23, Office closed 

Dec 23, 7p, Christmas Eve Eve Service 

Dec 24, 5p, Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 25, 10a, Christmas Service 

Dec 26, Office closed 

Dec 29-30, Office closed 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
http://pleasanthillumc.org/news-and-events/calendar/


December 2022 Trunk or Treat Traveling Trophy, Bell Choir, Veterans Display 

Congrats to Joy Chapman and Kate 

Hamilton on winning the Trunk or 

Treat traveling trophy!  At left, their 

decorated trunk.  Above, Pat Wilson 

presenting the trophy November 13. 

Veterans Day display in the foyer. 

The Adult Bell Choir performed “Interlude” for prelude November 20. 



December 2022 UMW Meeting December 2006 

How many do you recognize?   

16 years ago this month, PHUMW (United 

Methodist Women) met for fellowship, 

mission work, refreshments, and Secret 

Pal reveal.  Their mission project for the 

evening was to make a lot of  ‘Cheer Plates’ to give away.  

They brought homemade goodies, put the plates together, 

visited, enjoyed.  Top row, from left:  Pastor Jan, Beverly 

Newell, Dorothy Holt, Velda Kelley, Jean Scully, Barbara 

Slimmer, Angie Feleay, Ann Miles, Barbara Hanson, Norma 

Reed, Judy Gabriel, Gay Godwin, Alice Hurst, Kay Jones-Ray.  Second row, from left:  Carol 

Monhollon, Maxine McKnight, Jeanetta Boughn, Sylvia Groves, Linda Lanning, Bonnie DeBusk, 

Dorothy Tefft, Mary Colton, Susan Quinn, Tina Davis, Val Warkentine, Carol Steward, Linda Griffiths. 



December 2022 

You have an opportunity every day to make a difference in someone else’s life.  

Have you found your opportunity today?  

Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.  

This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Nov 14:  Running case count in the US 98 million, 28-day total 1.1 million, 4th in world behind 

Germany (28-day total 1.4 million out of 36 million total), Japan (28-day total 1.4 million out of 

23.2 million total), and South Korea (28-day total 1.1 million out of 26.2 million total.)  France 5th 

in world (28-day total 907,225 out of 37.3 million total.)  Taiwan 6th in world (28-day total 

850,383 out of 8.1 million total.)  Running case count worldwide 635.3 million. 

Nov 30/Dec 1:  Running case count in Kansas 901,422.  Running case count in the US 98.8 million, 

28-day total 1.2 million, 3rd in world behind Japan (28-day total 2.4 million out of 24.9 million 

total) and South Korea (28-day total 1.4 million out of 27.2 million total.) France 4th in world (28-

day total 977,707 out of 38 million total.)  Germany 5th in world (28-day total 771,323 out of 36.5 

million total.)  Running case count worldwide 643.4 million, 28-day total 11.6 million. 

Cover:  pictures from Christmas times, how many do you recognize? 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618   785-246-1737   pleasanthillumc.org 

The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Marge, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists: Mary S and Marty R 

As of November 30, 2022     Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count +: 32,699 4,486 5,527 4,628 58,121 1,869 

7-day average ^+: 127.6 167.0 94.5 175.6 126.1 129.9 

Population *: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 
^ 7-day average of cases per 100,000 residents for the most recent 7 days available, 11/19-11/25. 
+ Case counts and averages from KDHEKS.gov    * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
mailto:youth@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
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December 2022 Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options 

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online.  Simply 

go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  On 

our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here. 

You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Later in the week, you 

can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page, 

click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch.  Also on the Sermons page is a link to our 

Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening. 

 

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.  

This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  Click on the 

‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below. 

Enter the amount here  

and choose the option you 

want from the buttons at the 

bottom of the page. 
 

 

If you are interested in giving by automatic  

withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form. 

 

You are always welcome to drop off  

or mail donations to the church:  

  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618. 
 

We are always grateful for our generous donors! 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.  

It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch 

your heart and what support you choose to give. 
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http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
http://pleasanthillumc.org/worship/sermons-2/
http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
http://pleasanthillumc.org/donate/

