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In-Person Worship Services  

Sundays 10 a.m.  See last page for 

information on how to watch our 

service online. 

Children and Youth Sunday School participants and teachers from October/November 2007.   

How many do you recognize?  How many wonderful memories do the photos bring to mind? 
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January 2023 

It’s one of my favorite hymns, but it seems especially 

appropriate as we begin a new year: 

 

This is a day of new beginnings, 

Time to remember and move on 

Time to believe what love is bringing, 

Laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

For by the life and death of Jesus, 

Love’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 

Can make for us a world of difference, 

As faith and hope are born again. 

 

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, 

Step from the past and leave behind 

Our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, 

Seeking new paths, and sure to find 

 

Christ is alive, and goes before us 

To show and share what love can do. 

This is our day of new beginnings; 

Our God is making all things new. 

  —Brian Wren, 1978 

 

May this new year be a blessing for all of us! 

Pastor Marge 

Pastor’s Corner 

The Congregational Care Team will bring  

Holy Communion  

after morning worship on the first Sunday of 

each month to congregants who are unable 

to attend Sunday morning worship service.  

Please call the office at 785-246-1737 by 

11:30 a.m. the Friday before if you would 

like to receive communion. 

Gary and Barb Slimmer lit the advent wreath on December 4. 

      The Fry family lit the advent wreath on December 11. 

        The Brake family lit the advent wreath on December 18 (Jace is not shown.) 

         The Serrano family lit the advent wreath on December 24. 



January 2023 Bingo, Celebrate!, Our New Bishop 

You are invited to stay after church Sunday, January 8, 

and help take down the advent decorations.  

Everyone is invited to play Bingo  

January 18, 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  

Have fun!  Win candy! 

Celebrating the good stuff, large or small! 

Celebrate! 

 

 Madison Wabaunsee was crowned National 

All-American Miss Jr. Teen!  Congratulations! 

Bishop David Wilson, new bishop of the Great Plains Conference, 

shared some words of greeting on his first day as Episcopal leader of the Great 

Plains Conference, January 1, 2023.  The link is here: www.greatplainsumc.org/

bishop or here:  www.facebook.com/BishopDavidWilson.  The Great Plains 

Conference will host an installation service for Bishop Wilson Saturday, 

February 11, 10 a.m. at Countryside United Methodist Church in Topeka.  
 

A brief introduction to Bishop Wilson was in the December newsletter.  Here, 

from the Great Plains UMC website, is a little more about him: 

Bishop Wilson is the first Native American bishop in the history of The United Methodist Church.  

He received his Associate’s degree in mass communications from Eastern Oklahoma State College in 

Wilburton, Oklahoma, and is a 1990 graduate of Oklahoma City University, with a Bachelor’s of Arts 

in mass communications.  He earned his Master’s of Divinity degree from Phillips Theological 

Seminary (PTS) in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1994.  He was the first clergy person from Oklahoma Indian 

Missionary Conference to graduate from PTS, and he was named the Phillips Distinguished Alumni 

for 2007.  He received an honorary doctorate of Humane Letters from Bacone College in 2009. 
 

Other honors for Bishop Wilson include the Excellence in Teaching Award for adjunct faculty at 

Oklahoma City University in 2012, the Dr. John Edwards Memorial Leadership Award in 2016 by the 

AARP, and “Man of the Year” by the Changing Winds Cultural Society in 2017. 
 

Among other interests, Bishop Wilson has served as an adjunct professor of religion for more 

than 15 years at Oklahoma City University, a United Methodist-related institution.  He serves as a 

member of the Board of Trustees for Oklahoma City University and on the board for the Oklahoma 

City Indian Clinic.  Bishop Wilson also has served as an adjunct professor at the Southern Methodist 

University’s Perkins School of Theology and has taught in the summer at the Perkins Course of 

Study Program.  Among his many mission-outreach projects, he has served as director for the Rock 

the Native Vote, an initiative to engage Native Americans to vote in Oklahoma. 
 

Bishop Wilson often lectures on Native American spirituality in classrooms and for groups across 

the denomination.  In his personal time, he enjoys running and studying history, in particular Native 

American history.  His grandfather, Calvin Wilson, was one of the Choctaw Code-Talkers from World 

War I.  Bishop Wilson is single and resides in Topeka, Kansas. 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/bishop
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/bishop
https://www.facebook.com/BishopDavidWilson


January 2023 

Thank you for all the appreciation, 
gifts, and the many cards of warm 
Christmas wishes given to us this 
holiday season. 

Pastor Marge, Deb, Kelly, Jill, 
Marty, Mary, Michelle 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our extended church family who passed on to Eternal Life 

in the past month: 

Donna Ward       Jerry Wietharn       Sharon Yockers       William Thornton 

 Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

Passings, Thanks, Kansas Day, January Calendar 

 We would like to thank the church congregation for all 
of the cards and the food we received following the 
passing of our mother, Donna Ward.  We appreciate 
your love and kindness.  

Doye Williams, Danette Martin, Dayle DiGeorge, 
Derrie Wade, and Dusty Ward  

Dear Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church friends, 
Thank you so much for all that you did to help make 
the children feel special and loved at Christmas!  They 
gathered to celebrate the blessing of Christ’s birth 
together, and enjoyed wonderful holiday foods, and 
opening their Christmas gifts.  Thank you for making 
their childhood Christmas memories warm and bright!  
Thank you for all the amazing gifts you sent!  All of 
the children thank you, and wish you a Happy & 
Healthy New Year!! 

God Bless You! 
Michelle Kincaid 
and All at Alpha 

Dear friends, 
Thank you so much for the blanket, 
book, mouse, and poppit!  I really 
love them all!  God bless you for 
your generosity! 

Ava 

January at PHUMC  Online Calendar 

Jan 1, New Year’s Day! 

Jan 1, Guest speaker 

Jan 2, Office closed 

Jan 5, 8:30a, Church Breakfast at Perkins 

Jan 10, 6p, Fellowship Team meeting 

Jan 11, 1p, Congregational Care Team meeting 

Jan 11, 5:30p, Administrative Council meeting 

Jan 18, Newsletter ‘deadline’ 

Jan 18, 6:30p, BINGO! 

Jan 29, Kansas Day! 

January 29 is Kansas Day!  It commemorates the day Kansas was admitted as the 34th state of 

the United States:  January 29, 1861.   

According to Kansas Day for Kansas Schools, by L. G. A. Copley, A.M., published in 1882:  the 

first white man in Kansas was Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in 1542; Kansas first became part of 

the United States by the Louisiana Purchase, April 30, 1803; the first American to explore Kansas 

was Lieut. Zebulon Pike in May and June of 1806; the first Santa Fe train crossed Kansas in the 

summer of 1823; the first post-office was established at Fort Leavenworth May 29, 1828; Kansas 

was organized as a territory May 30, 1854 (Kansas-Nebraska Bill); the first newspaper printed in 

Kansas was the Leavenworth Herald dated September 15, 1854. 

20 years after Kansas became a state, on March 20, 1881, the Pleasant Hill Sunday School was 

organized.  This was the beginning of our Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church. 

http://pleasanthillumc.org/news-and-events/calendar/


January 2023 Fellowship Committee, Admin Council, SS, Youth Cookies 

Fellowship Committee News 

Instead of a 5th Sunday Potluck this month, there will be Bingo Night on Wednesday, January 18 at 

6:30 p.m. at the church.  Also there is a sign-up sheet for those that would like to attend a 

Progressive Dinner in early spring.  We want to know if there is an interest before we plan a 

Progressive Dinner.  The next Fellowship Team meeting is 6 p.m. January 10 at the church. 

The Fellowship Team's Soup 

Supper was Tuesday evening, 

December 13.  Thirty-one 

people enjoyed the food and 

sweet treats that were served.  

The total amount of donations 

collected, $135, went toward 

the Youth Group's next Mission 

Trip.  We want to thank our 

committee and other members 

of the church for food 

donations.  Thank you also to 

everyone who attended and supported this event with their donations. 

The Youth Group hard at work rolling out and 

baking cookies to raise money for a mission trip.  

They raised over $350! 

Adult Sunday School is offered before 

worship service.  It begins at 9 a.m. each 

Sunday and meets in room 201 (in the SW 

corner of the sanctuary.) 

Children are invited to One Room Sunday 

School during worship service.   

Following Children’s Time, they meet in room 

’Nursery’ (just west of the kitchen.) 

In Case of Inclement Weather 
 

If Seaman Schools are closed due to 

inclement weather, then the church office is 

also closed.  If our worship service is 

cancelled due to inclement weather, it will be 

listed on WIBW and KSNT. 

The next Administrative Council meeting is 

Wednesday, January 11 at 5:30 p.m.  It is 

open to everyone. 



January 2023 

The state 
flower of 
Kansas is 
the Wild 
Native 

Sunflower.  Photos of the 
flower and seal (far 
right) from kshs.org 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Photos, Kansas Symbols 

Anniversaries This Month 

John & Linda Reed               1/2 52 years 

Don & Sandy Old                 1/20 50 years 

John & Dorothy Holt            1/26 66 years 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure whether the 

office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Seth Sauer 1/1 

Nick Nicolay 1/2 

Michelle Caudill 1/3 

Clifford Hurst 1/3 

Gregg Williams 1/3 

Dennis Smerchek 1/4 

Zack Wilson 1/4 

Linda Lanning 1/5 

Brayden Cochran 1/12 

Marvin Smith 1/13 

David Neiman 1/14 

Linda Griffiths 1/18 

Hannah Caudill 1/20 

Rick Colton 1/20 

Chloe Flowers 1/20 

Kendra Cochran 1/23 

Danette Martin 1/24 

Sutton Fry 1/25 

Dorothy Tefft 1/28 

Madison Feleay 1/31 

Kim Smerchek 1/31 

Debbie Taylor 1/31 

Birthdays This Month 

The state motto of Kansas is “Ad Astra Per Aspera’, Latin for “To the Stars Through Difficulties.”  

Pastor Marge was 

unexpectedly ill on 

December 11 so 

Kevin Feleay stepped in as impromptu guest 

speaker with his message, “Are You The One?” 

John Wilson has 

begun leading the 

hymns during service.  It is a blessing to 

those who aren’t as familiar with the hymns! 

It was a 

pleasant surprise 

to hear Kevin 

Feleay sing 

“Mary Did You 

Know” for 

prelude on 

December 18, 

accompanied 

by Mary Smith. 

mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com


January 2023 

December 13 was a successful Keep Hope 

Alive night all around!  Fellowship had a 

successful soup supper.  Fifty (50) Bags of 

Hope were put together.  Christmas gifts for 

Alpha Christian Children’s Home were 

wrapped.  Good food and fellowship were had.  

Christmas songs filled the air.  

 

Above, the Mission Committee posed for a 

photo after the successful Keep Hope Alive 

night.  Above right see the gifts ready to wrap 

and being wrapped.  At right see the assembly 

line and verification station for the Bags of 

Hope.  Next to bottom row of photos shows 

the completed bags displayed on stage 

December 18 and the wrapped gifts.  Bottom 

row of photos shows packing up and delivery 

of Bags of Hope to Topeka Rescue Mission and 

youth delivering the Christmas gifts to Alpha 

Christian Children’s Home. 

Keep Hope Alive night 



January 2023 

Twenty-seven church 

members, family members, 

and friends attended Zoo 

Lights on December 5.  The 

children with their families 

were able to visit Santa and 

stroll through the arch of 

lights.  All who attended 

enjoyed the amazing light displays.  Please plan to attend next year as we were really impressed 

with the number of lights and the many hours the sponsors and volunteers donated. 

Zoo Lights 



January 2023 Christmas Eve, Coronavirus COVID-19 Timeline, Staff 

Here is a continuation of the Coronavirus COVID-19 timeline in the newsletters since April 2020.  

This is meant to be a place where certain statistics can be found because some are difficult to find 

online even the next day.  If you do not want to look at the numbers, please feel free to ignore this. 

Dec 21:  Running case count in Kansas 914,047, 28-day total 16,234.  Running case count in the US 

100 million, 28-day total 1.59 million.  Running case count worldwide 654.7 million, 28-day total 

15.1 million. 

Dec 28:  Running case count in Kansas 916,756, 28-day total 15,334. 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618   785-246-1737   pleasanthillumc.org 

The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays. 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Marge, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

  or phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organists: Mary S and Marty R 

As of December 28, 2022     Covid-19 Comparison of Shawnee and surrounding counties 

County: Douglas Jackson Jefferson Osage Shawnee Wabaunsee 

Running case count +: 33,273 4,570 5,611 4,736 59,351 1,947 

7-day average ^+: 86.7 98.7 115.5 62.7 91.6 72.1 

Population *: 110,826 13,462 19,126 16,295 177,934 7,053 
^ 7-day average of cases per 100,000 residents for the most recent 7 days available, 12/24-12/30. 
+ Case counts and averages from KDHEKS.gov    * population on April 1, 2020 from census.gov 

 Christmas Eve Eve worship service, December 23, was canceled 

due to very low wind chill.  
 

 Christmas Eve service, December 24, was a service of lessons and 

carols and included a solo by 

Marc Serrano on guitar and 

singing “Hallelujah” (left), 

communion, and “Silent 

Night” sung by candlelight to 

Marc on guitar (right.) 

mailto:pastor@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:phumctopeka@yahoo.com
mailto:youth@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:admin@pleasanthillumc.org
mailto:praise@pleasanthillumc.org


January 2023 Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options 

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online.  Simply 

go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  On 

our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here. 

You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Later in the week, you 

can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page, 

click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch.  Also on the Sermons page is a link to our 

Audio Archive, where all recent audio files of scriptures and sermons are available for listening. 

 

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.  

This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  Click on the 

‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below. 

Enter the amount here  

and choose the option you 

want from the buttons at the 

bottom of the page. 
 

 

If you are interested in giving by automatic  

withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form. 

 

You are always welcome to drop off  

or mail donations to the church:  

  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618. 
 

We are always grateful for our generous donors! 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty often.  

It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones touch 

your heart and what support you choose to give. 

http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/
http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
http://pleasanthillumc.org/worship/sermons-2/
http://www.pleasanthillumc.org
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