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February 2024 

As we begin the season of Lent this month, some religious traditions 

encourage spiritual practices that anyone can do.  Some say followers 

should 'give up' something for Lent, such as chocolate, soft drinks, eating 

meat for instance.  Others say 'take on' something that might involve a 

sacrifice of time, or talents --like volunteering for a worthy cause, or being 

intentional about random acts of kindness each day. 

 

Recently, a friend sent me this, which is reported to be from Pope 

Francis.  I cannot verify the source, but I do like the sentiments that are expressed 

here.  Perhaps it will be helpful for you. 

 

     "Do You Want To Fast This Lent?"  

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 

Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 

No matter how you choose to observe Lent, I pray that you will choose to be a blessing 

to others. 

 

Blessings to you this Lenten season. 

 

Pastor Marge 

 

Pastor’s Corner 

Church service was canceled January 14 due to a bitter cold weather forecast.  

Pastor Marge posted her message that day on Facebook. 



February 2024 Upcoming Events 

February 11 is a big day!! 
 

Valentines:  We are sending Valentines to those people near and dear to 

our church family who can’t attend PHUMC at this time.  We will have 

Valentine boxes at church through February 11 for 

Clifford Hurst, Karen Smith, Berniece Chadwell, Kay Jones-Ray, 

Gladys Law, Aurel Marney, Marguerite Pond, Mary Hudson, Camille 

& Gene Schoettlin, Pete Deppe, Dee Deppe (please note, the 

Deppes are at two separate locations at this time.) 

Your Congregational Care team thanks you. 

 

Soup-er Bowl Drive:  It's time for a food drive for the USD 345 Resource 

Room!  We will celebrate our love of football and giving with SOUP-er bowl 

Sunday at Pleasant Hill UMC on February 11.  Bring cans of soup or boxes of 

unopened crackers to church through February 11 to help our 

cause.  Mission team thanks you for your support. 

 

Wear your favorite team colors on February 11!  (Grade school, high 

school, college, pro – whichever is your favorite!) 

 

Plan to stay after church and enjoy a Potluck Lunch on February 11! 

In addition, the Youth will be selling 

Valentine cookies after church on 

February 11 - $5 a bag – Yum! 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship Service   

6:30 p.m. February 14. 

Directory Update 

If your contact information has changed, please let the office know by 

Wednesday, February 7.  A directory update will be out soon. 

The next Pleasant Hill Women's food and fellowship 

outing will be Saturday, February 24, 12:30 p.m. at 

The Big Biscuit, 29th and Wanamaker.  All are invited. 

Administrative 

Council meets 

Tuesday, Feb 13,  

5:30 p.m. at the 

church. 

It is open to the 

congregation. 



February 2024 Passings, Calendar, Lenten Planner 

On to Eternal Life:  Members of our church and extended church family who passed 

on to Eternal Life in the past month: 

Dennis Parry       Larry Miles        Ardith Griffin 

Even though we know they are gone to a better place, we still miss them here with us. 

 The Fellowship Team is organizing another year of 

Happy Gatherings groups.  These are smaller 

groups that gather once a month or so for food and 

fellowship.  Groups are kept to 6-10 members.  

Members take turns planning get-togethers.  If your family, or you as an 

individual, are interested, sign up by April 1.  Groups will be assigned by April 5th. 

February at PHUMC  Online Calendar 

Feb. 1, 8:30a, Church Breakfast at Perkins 

Feb. 11, Wear Team Colors  

 Youth selling cookies 

 Potluck following service 

        Soup Drive & Valentine collection ends,  

Feb. 13 & 27, 9a, Piecing Love & Warmth  

sewing group meets 

Feb. 13, 5:30p, Administrative Council mtg 

Feb. 14, Valentines Day 

Feb. 14, 6:30p, Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb. 21, Newsletter ‘deadline’ 

Feb. 24, 12:30p, Women’s Group at 

The Big Biscuit, 29th & Wanamaker 

Pleasant Hill 2024 Lenten Planner 
 

We are all familiar with the Advent season when we prepare for the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus and renew the anticipation of His return.  The meaning of the Lenten season may 

not be as familiar with us.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting, and preparation for the 

coming of Easter.  The 40-day season of Lent starts on Ash 

Wednesday, February 14 and ends on Holy Saturday, March 30.  

To help guide us through this season and prepare us for the joy 

of Easter Sunday, we are providing a Lenten Planner.  The daily 

planner is appropriate for all ages.  It includes activities for 

meditation, ideas for fasting or restricting, activities for acts of 

kindness and many more. 

 

A copy is included in this newsletter. 

 

More copies of the Pleasant Hill 2024 Lenten Planner can be 

found in the church gathering area. 

http://pleasanthillumc.org/news-and-events/calendar/


February 2024 Birthdays and Anniversaries, Financial Update, Staff 

Anniversaries This Month 

Gary & Barbara Slimmer       2/8 60 years 

Jason & Lori Marteney         2/12 19 years 

Ron & Linda Griffiths           2/13 58 years 

Brian & Gayle Smith            2/15 38 years 

Dennis & Mary Shepherd     2/16 17 years 

Jace Brake 2/1 

Rusty Newell 2/2 

Linda Shaffer 2/7 

Lewis Taylor 2/14 

Carrie Law 2/15 

Lori Marteney 2/21 

Gregory Jenson 2/23 

John Reed 2/26 

Birthdays This Month 

If the office does not have your birthday and anniversary dates, or if you are unsure 

whether the office has the information, please send to phumctopeka@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 

Pleasant Hill UMC Staff 

Pastor: Pastor Marge, pastor@pleasanthillumc.org 

Office Administrator: Deb, phumctopeka@yahoo.com 

Youth Director: Michelle, youth@pleasanthillumc.org 

Custodian: Jill, admin@pleasanthillumc.org 

Praise Band Coord. & Adult Bell Choir Dir.: Kelly, praise@pleasanthillumc.org 

Organist: Mary S 

2023 Financial Update 
 

General Fund  Jan Feb Mar April May June 6m Total 

Receipts $10,454 $24,724 $12,992 $14,273 $10,740 $8,989 $82,173 

Expenses 12,645 8,392 10,509 15,183 9,268 11,182 $67,179 

Thank you to all our faithful and generous donors! 
 

Thank you to everyone who gives time, talent, and/or treasure to PHUMC!  Time, Talent, and 

other Treasures are not nearly as easy to track as Financial giving - but are just as appreciated!  

General Fund  July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Year Total 

Receipts $12,489 $10,408 $8,174 $11,849 $12,918 $9,994 $148,004 

Expenses 13,533 9,162 12,671 12,415 9,380 7,819 $132,158 

Cover:  Some of our Team Pride pics from 2020 and 2023. 
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February 2024 Assistance Devices, SS, New Members 

We ask for donations of money or items for a lot of reasons and sometimes we ask pretty 

often.  It can be overwhelming if you don’t know one important fact:  

We don’t expect you  

to give to everything!   

We make you aware of lots of opportunities through-out the year; you decide which ones 

touch your heart and what support you choose to give. 

In Case of Inclement Weather: 

If Seaman Schools are closed due to inclement weather, the church office is also closed. 

If our worship service is cancelled due to the weather, it will be listed on WIBW and KSNT. 

On January 7, 

Lewis & Debbie Taylor joined our church.  

Welcome! 

The Congregational Care Team is looking at the possibility of purchasing tablets to be 

available to congregants who are unable to attend church and would like to watch Sunday 

morning worship live.  These tablets are user-friendly, simplified technology.  The tablets will 

come with instructions, and communications team members will be happy to help if needed.  

If interested, please let Deb or Mary Smith know. 
 

 

Do you have trouble hearing the sermon on Sunday morning?  Do you sometimes guess at 

what the liturgist is saying?  Would you be interested in a hearing device that would enable 

you to hear the entire service easily?  The Congregational Care Team is looking at listening 

devices that could help.  Let Deb or Mary Smith know if you would be interested in using a 

device. 

Adult Sunday School is offered every 

Sunday at 9 a.m. in room 201  

(SW corner of the sanctuary.) 

Children are invited to J.A.M. Sessions  

(Jesus And Me) during worship service.   

Following Children’s Time, they meet in the 

room just west of the kitchen. 

If you would like to join our church, please talk 

to Pastor Marge after service or contact the office 

during the week. 



February 2024 Christmas Eve Eve and Eve Services 



February 2024 



February 2024 

A Facebook account is not necessary to watch the Sunday morning service online.  Simply 

go to our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PleasantHillUmcTopeka/ and click on the video.  On 

our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, a link to our Facebook page can be found here. 

You can find the service on the Facebook page by 10 a.m. on Sunday.  Later in the week, you 

can also start from our website, click on “Worship”, then “Sermons”, then, on the Sermons page, 

click the link to the Facebook video you want to watch. 

Watch or Listen Online, Donation Options 

 

To donate through PayPal, go to our website, www.pleasanthillumc.org, and click on “Donate”.  

This will bring up a page with a donate button for General Fund (shown below left).  Click on the 

‘donate’ button on this page and it will bring up a PayPal page such as is shown below. 

Enter the amount here  

and choose the option you 

want from the buttons at the 

bottom of the page. 
 

 

If you are interested in giving by automatic  

withdrawals, please ask Deb in the office for an EFT form. 

 
You are always welcome to drop off  

or mail donations to the church:  

  Pleasant Hill UMC, 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618. 

 

We are always grateful for our generous donors! 

Pleasant Hill UMC 

 4525 NW Button Rd., Topeka, KS  66618   785-246-1737   www.pleasanthillumc.org 

The office is open Monday - Friday 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Please enter through the west door (by the office) on weekdays. 
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